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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2011
1307 Blanco Woods, San Antonio, TX 78248 – (210) 492-8038
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
FAITHPCA.COM
Facebook: Faith Presbyterian Church





Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Cry room available, with 
sound, in the Church Library at the left rear of the sanctuary



Sunday School
9:30 a.m. 


Fellowship
10:20 – 10:40 a.m.





 


Nursery
-For infants – 3 years during Sunday school
-For infants – 4 years during the Worship Service


Life  Groups 
Live Oak Area - Nelson’s 
	Every other Friday 471-1034
             281/Thousand Oaks Area - Caskey’s 
                  Every 2nd & 4th Friday - 494-3879
Churchill Estates - Mackey’s 
Every 2nd & 4th Friday - 455-2061
(If dates change we will notify you)
Bulverde/TPC Pkwy Area - Kent & Hollo  
Every Sunday, 3:30-5 p.m.  – 830-714-5697
[image: ]
Vision Statement

Faith desires to be a community that is being transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ through

· Word: Christ-centered Preaching and Christ-focused living through, discipleship, intentional peacemaking, and ministries of reconciliation

· Worship: God-honoring and Christ-focused worship
· Witness: Faithful witness of the Gospel to our neighbors, our community, and the world.

	We press toward this goal in the strength that God provides through trusting and proclaiming the life-changing message of the gospel as presented in the entire Bible.

	The gospel is not about "doing better", “trying harder”, or "being good". The gospel is that helpless sinners are forgiven and accepted by God only through Christ’s righteous life and death on the cross as our substitute. If we trust in Christ alone we are given a whole new life and a new object of worship: the Triune God. The gospel is the good news of salvation and also the power for living life with changed affections.

	As we rely on God's grace by embracing more of the gospel, every area of our life is affected. Change begins to take place in our relationships, careers, and community.

	As a community of grace striving to love one another in deed and prayer, we are not a showroom of people who “have it all together”, but a repair shop for those who constantly need the love and mercy of God and have a humble passion to share it.

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” -- John 13:34-35
Worship Service

Greeting & Announcements                                                     [image: ]ELDER

    Call to Worship: (Standing, Responsive)                                                                [image: ] ELDER

Pastor:   Guard your steps when you go to the house of God!
People: To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools.
Pastor:   Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God.
People: For God is in heaven and we are on earth. Therefore let our words be few.
     All:  Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; Praise him in his mighty heavens! Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2; Psalm 150:1,6)

Hymn of Praise: No. 208 (Standing)    

 	
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about. Luke 2:15

God’s Word Examines Our Hearts :(Seated)                                     [image: ] ELDER


What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. (Romans 7:7-12)


Confession of Sin (Seated, Unison)                                                                         [image: ] ELDER

Father, I confess that I live as if the imperatives of the law are better than the indicatives of the Gospel. I value Moses above Jesus; Mt. Sinai above the Cross, and works above grace. Forgive my stubborn, unbelieving heart! Father, show me this morning in Your Word and by Your Spirit, that Jesus is infinitely better than the moralistic therapeutic deism that my sinful heart so desperately desires.

Silently Confessing Our Personal Sins (Seated, Privately)  

Assurance of Pardon (Seated)                                                                              [image: ] ELDER

Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:21-29)

Prayer for Faith, San Antonio, and the World (Seated)       [image: ]KEITH HOWARD
Praising God in Song: Hymn No. 98 (Standing)       

“Now Thank We All Our God”
Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 1Chron. 29:13



Worship of God through Tithes & Offerings (Seated)      


Reading God’s Word (Standing)                                                        [image: ] KEITH HOWARD

Hebrews 3:1-6
 1Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.

Proclaiming the Word of the Lord (Seated)                             [image: ] KEITH HOWARD


Better than Moses


God Communes with Us in the Lord’s Supper (Seated)


Preparing for the Lord’s Supper                            [image: ]KEITH HOWARD  
       
Words of Institution  
              
       Partaking of the Bread 

       Partaking of the Cup 

                  	           
· Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper, is the family meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church.
· Baptized children of an age appropriate to understand the preached Word who have been admitted to the Supper by the leadership of a congregation that proclaims the Gospel, or who have been admitted to the table by our Session, are invited to partake.  Please see a member of the Session for information on communing membership for your children.
· Both wine and grape juice are offered for communion.  The wine is served in the outer ring of the communion trays and the center rings contain juice.  After the Lord’s Supper, elders will be available at the front of the auditorium for prayer or to respond to questions.

Communion Prayers
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief:  Lord, Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope.  I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen.
Prayer of Struggling Against Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to find complete satisfaction in you.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, looking only to you, the pioneer and champion of my faith.  Amen.


  Hymn of Response: No. 521 (Standing)           
     
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

   Benediction (Standing)                                                              [image: ]KEITH HOWARD

                         
 Doxology (Standing)






Prayer Needs






NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL

President Barack Obama
Congress
US Supreme Court
State & Local Governments
Our Armed Forces
Victims of Natural Disasters
FAITH CHURCH
Session
Deacons
Women’s Ministry                             Men’s Discipleship groups
Outreach/Assimilation
Officer trainees: J.P. Porier, Jeff Anderson, Bubba Pope  


MISSIONS/OUTREACH


Bud Nelson – Navigator Ministry
SW Church Planting Network
Jon Green – Oakwood Community
Children’s Hunger Fund Ministry
Paul Miller – RUF, A&M Corpus
Neighborhood Outreach
Alan Taha – Trinity, Boerne
Janet Pursell – International Students	

Joanne Colvin – Ghana
Wes and Jami Baker – Peru
Paul and Dawn Fisher – Mexico
PCA Chaplain Ministries 
Tim and Cheri Hoke - ABU
         African Bible University      
       Michael Novak – RUF, Trinity
       Lackland Sunday School Ministry



INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
Military overseas –Joel McVay
Jay & Ronda Baker – Jay’s health & strength for Ronda, settling into their new home in Wharton
Arlene Nickel –health
Gerald Sseruwagi – PhD program studies
Robert Cooper – health
Edith Brown – health, strength, comfort, salvation for family members
Jo Pat Stukey – health; salvation of unsaved relatives
Riley Ramseur – health and continued healing
Jane Lehmann – strength and health 
Jane Caskey – continued healing following fractured ankle
Bernard & Helen Briscoe –continued recovery for Bernard 








Mark Your Calendar!
We also have an online calendar available to you through a link on 
our website (www.faithpca.com).
TODAY……………………………………………...Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
SUNDAYS………...…........Bulverde/TPA area Life Group Study – 3:30-5:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS……………………..…..New Women’s Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 8..………………..…………Ornament Exchange – 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 10.........................Ladies Book Club @ Panera Bread – 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 13.….……....…….……..........Ladies Prayer Group – 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 13......………..…....……………..Session Meeting – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 24………………….………Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.





POINSETTIAS

Help beautify the sanctuary during the month of December with the purchase of a poinsettia.

The cost of each florist quality wrapped plant is $10.00. If you would like to order a poinsettia to grace our sanctuary, please fill out the small insert that is in the bulletin and drop it in the offering plate with your check marked “poinsettia”. The deadline for orders is December 18, 2011.

You may take your plants home to enjoy following the Christmas Sunday worship service. 

For more information, call the Church office at 492-8038.

















Please join us for our monthly fellowship meal on December 18th immediately following worship. All families please bring a main dish and one of the following:

A-M bring a side dish or salad enough for 15. 
N-Z please bring a dessert 9X13 or enough for 15.













	GREETERS NEEDED:  We have vacancies on our greeter schedule and need volunteers.  Greeting church members and visitors is a simple way of serving our Lord and the body.  If you can share a smile, a handshake and maybe some simple directions or information about the church, please contact Susan Hernandez at 210-481-7637 or by email: mnshernandez@yahoo.com Thank you.


	Date
	9:20-9:40 Greeters
	10:20-11:00 Greeters

	Week 1 December 4
	Campbell Family
	Cynthia Thompson

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 2 December 11 
	Kent Family
	Lewther Schwab

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 3 December 18
	Mark Hernandez
	Isaac Schwab

	
	Susan Hernandez
	

	Week 4 December 25
	
	Bryan Lilius

	
	
	Janet Lilius

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 1 January 1
	Campbell Family
	Cynthia Thompson

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 2 January 8

	Kent Family
	Lewther Schwab

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 3 January 15
	Mark Hernandez
	Isaac Schwab

	
	Susan Hernandez
	

	Week 4 January 22
	
	Bryan Lilius

	
	
	Janet Lilius

	
	
	Isaac Schwab











	Our nursery has a need for more people to serve!  Please check the schedule and pray about where You can serve.  Also let me know if you have switched with someone because of holiday plans!

	Serving during the Worship Service 10:30-12:15                                                                                 Infants 0-24 months; Toddlers 2 & 3 years old

	
	
	
	

	
	Infant Room
	Toddler Room
	Floaters

	wk 1 December 4
	Alexia Anderson
	Susan Hernandez
	Josh Ramseur

	
	Tracey Burdett
	Mark Hernandez
	Emma Burdett

	wk2  December 11
	Michelle Cates
	Sharman Kaiser
	Maeghan Nabors

	
	Shelly Sheppard
	Marilyn Jarvis
	Elizabeth Tysinger

	wk3  December 18
	Nancy Carlson
	Dana Howard
	Katherine Colquitt

	
	Beth Porier
	Kristen Kent
	Caroline Porier

	wk4  December 25
	Genie Cooper 
	Melinda Jenkins
	

	
	Sharon Mackey
	Janet Lilius
	Elizabeth Mackey

	wk 1 January 1
	Alexia Anderson
	Mark Hernandez
	Grace Ramseur

	
	Tracey Burdett
	Susan Hernandez
	Ellie Burdett

	wk2  January 8
	Michelle Cates
	Sharman Kaiser
	Maeghan Nabors

	
	Shelly Sheppard
	
	Elizabeth Tysinger

	wk3  January 15
	Nancy Carlson
	Dana Howard
	Anna Colquitt

	
	Beth Porier
	Kristen Kent
	Susannah Porier

	wk4  January 22
	Genie Cooper 
	Melinda Jenkins
	

	
	Sharon Mackey
	Becky Henley
	Elizabeth Mackey

	wk5  January 29
	Janet Lilius 
	Jennifer Colquitt
	Jonathan Colquitt

	
	Stacia Gonzales
	Lara Tysinger
	Caleb Gonzales

	wk 1 February 5
	Alexia Anderson
	Susan Hernandez
	Josh Ramseur

	
	
	Mark Hernandez
	Emma Burdett

	wk2  February 12
	Michelle Cates
	Sharman Kaiser
	Maeghan Nabors

	
	Shelly Sheppard
	Marilyn Jarvis
	Elizabeth Tysinger

	wk3  February 19
	Nancy Carlson
	Dana Howard
	Katherine Colquitt

	
	Beth Porier
	Kristen Kent
	Caroline Porier

	wk4  February 26
	Genie Cooper 
	Melinda Jenkins
	Elizabeth Mackey

	
	Sharon Mackey
	Coryelle Hidgon
	Spencer Hidgon

	If you would like to serve as a substitute or be put on the schedule, please call or contact Sara McVay @ 210-451-5342 or sara_mcvay@satx.rr.com - Thank You!







CHURCH IN MINISTRY
Ministry Leaders
			

ELDERS			         		DEACONS
Keith Howard, Teaching Elder		Alan Tysinger – Cell: 316-1606
Cell: 639-3807				Steve Stukey – Cell: 844-4232   
Bud Nelson - Cell: 471-1034       		Gary Henley – Cell: 857-7189        
Paul Gonzales- Cell: 494-6200                              
Steve Ramseur- Cell: (972) 467-9720     
Bryan Lilius – Cell: 885-4723          
Mike Simpson – Cell: 884-0991
Bernard Briscoe – Cell: 286-3597                                                                                         


Elders are available for prayer, ministry of the Word, and pastoral counseling.  All other matters of our congregation are managed by our deacons under the direction
of the Session.


DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Paul Gonzales – Cell: 494-6200                 		

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL COORDINATOR   			
Shannon Schwab - 566-3513


NURSERY
Sara McVay								           
Sharon Mackey					        CHURCH OFFICE
                                                 			Katherine Payle
[bookmark: _GoBack]FINANCE MANAGER                           	Office Manager
Tamala Silar                                                    Hours: M-F 8:00 – 3:00 p.m.	                                                                                                                                                Phone: 544-2280                                              Phone: 492-8038
Email: m-g-accounting@sbcglobal.net		Email: faithpca@satx.rr.com
							Website: www.faithpca.com
                                                        http://faithpcapodcast.com/
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