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SUNDAY JULY 31, 2011
1307 Blanco Woods, San Antonio, TX 78248 – (210) 492-8038
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
FAITHPCA.COM











Worship: 10:45 a.m.
Cry room available, with 
sound, in the Church Library at the left rear of the sanctuary


Sunday School
9:30 a.m. 



Fellowship
10:20 – 10:40 a.m.





 


Nursery
-For infants – 3 years during Sunday school
-For infants – 4 years during the Worship Service


Home Study Groups 
Nelson’s - North East
	Every other Friday 471-1034
Caskey’s –281/Thousand Oaks Area 
Every other Friday - 494-3879
Mackey’s –Churchill Estates 
Every 2nd & 4th Friday - 455-2061
(If dates change we will notify you)
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Vision Statement

Faith desires to be a community that is being transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ through

Word: Christ-centered Preaching and Christ-focused living through, discipleship, intentional peacemaking, and ministries of reconciliation

Worship: God-honoring and Christ-focused worship
Witness: Faithful witness of the Gospel to our neighbors, our community, and the world.

	We press toward this goal in the strength that God provides through trusting and proclaiming the life-changing message of the gospel as presented in the entire Bible.

	The gospel is not about "doing better", “trying harder”, or "being good". The gospel is that helpless sinners are forgiven and accepted by God only through Christ’s righteous life and death on the cross as our substitute. If we trust in Christ alone we are given a whole new life and a new object of worship: the Triune God. The gospel is the good news of salvation and also the power for living life with changed affections.

	As we rely on God's grace by embracing more of the gospel, every area of our life is affected. Change begins to take place in our relationships, careers, and community.

	As a community of grace striving to love one another in deed and prayer, we are not a showroom of people who “have it all together”, but a repair shop for those who constantly need the love and mercy of God and have a humble passion to share it.

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” -- John 13:34-35
Worship Service

Greeting & Announcements                                                     ELDER

    Call to Worship: (Standing, Unison)                                                                       [image: ] ELDER


Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me.” (Job 38:1-3)

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words. (Ecclesiastes 5:1-3)

 
 Confession of Sin (Seated, Unison)                                                                           ELDER

Father, I confess that I often put you on trial when I am unhappy with my circumstances. I charge you with injustice when I see wrong, accuse you of lacking compassion when I or someone I love hurts, and impugn your character when I don't understand the reason why.  Father, forgive my lack of trust!  I am but a child; dare I question the eternal God of the universe? Remind me this morning that I am but dust, appearing for an instant before the winds of time blow me from this, your, earth.  Yet still I am infinitely loved and cared for by my Holy Creator.
Silently Confessing Our Personal Sins (Seated, Privately)  



Assurance of Pardon (Seated)                                                                                ELDER


At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored  him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. (Daniel 4:34-37)



Hymn of Thanksgiving: No. 38 (Standing)       


“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Tim. 1:17

 

God’s Word Examines Our Hearts: (Seated)                                           ELDER



What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together  they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”  “The venom of asps is under their lips.” “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 3:9-18)



Praising God in Song: No. 585 (Standing)    

    

    “Take My Life, and Let It Be”
Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity…
so now offer them in slavery to righteousness. Rom. 6:19



Prayer for Faith, San Antonio, and the World (Seated)       KEITH HOWARD



Hymn of Thanksgiving: (Standing)   
       
“How Deep The Father's Love For Us”
Stuart Townend

Verse I
How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory

Verse 2
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice,
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

Verse 3
I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom



Worship of God through Tithes & Offerings (Seated) 


Reading God’s Word (Standing)                                                           KEITH HOWARD

Habakkuk 1:1-4

1 The burden [oracle] that Habakkuk the prophet saw.
2	a	How long, O Yahweh, shall I cry for help?
b	But no! You will not hear.
a	I cry out to you, “Violence!”
b	But no! You will not save.
3	a	Why do you make me look
b	on trouble?
b	At suffering
a	you force me to stare.
Plundering and violence confront me;
		there is strife, and contention arises.
4		Therefore
a	God’s law
b	is numbed;
a	justice
b	is not carried out to its proper end.
	For the wicked surround the righteous;
			therefore justice goes forth perverted. 
[Translation: O Palmer Robertson, NICOT, p. 137]


Proclaiming the Word of the Lord (Seated)                               KEITH HOWARD   

The Burden of Oppression

As we begin our study of Habakkuk’s prophecy this morning, we see two fundamental truths that frame the prophet’s message: (1) Sin is sin; (2) God is God. From those rather obvious-sounding points, we hope to see that despite the fact that God’s people suffer under the curse of sin (indwelling them and surrounding them), the Lord God reigns over everything and cares intimately for His people.

SIN IS SIN
 Israel’s Children: Past and Present
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Map of David’s Empire
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Judah in Habakkuk’s Day



 Habakkuk’s Charge

GOD IS GOD
 God’s Question

 God’s Answer

	
God Communes with Us in the Lord’s Supper (Seated)

Preparing for the Lord’s Supper                            KEITH HOWARD         
Words of Institution  
               
       Partaking of the Bread 
      Partaking of the Cup 

                   	           
Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper, is the family meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the church.
Baptized children of an age appropriate to understand the preached Word who have been admitted to the Supper by the leadership of a congregation that proclaims the Gospel, or who have been admitted to the table by our Session, are invited to partake.  Please see a member of the Session for information on communing membership for your children.
Both wine and grape juice are offered for communion.  The wine is served in the outer ring of the communion trays and the center rings contain juice.  After the Lord’s Supper, elders will be available at the front of the auditorium for prayer or to respond to questions.



Communion Prayers

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth:  Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Give me an understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief:  Lord, Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope.  I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen.
Prayer of Struggling Against Sin:  Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my needs, and may turn from every false satisfaction to find complete satisfaction in you.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, looking only to you, the pioneer and champion of my faith.  Amen.



  Hymn of Response: Hymn No. 524 (Standing)       


         
“Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ”
He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. Titus 3:5


    Benediction (Standing)                                                              [image: ]KEITH HOWARD 

                             
  Singing the Threefold Amen (Standing) 
Prayer Needs






NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL

President Barack Obama
Congress
US Supreme Court
State & Local Governments
Our Armed Forces
Victims of Natural Disasters
FAITH CHURCH
Session
Deacons
Women in the Church
Men’s Discipleship groups
Outreach/Assimilation
Officer trainees: J.P. Porier, Jeff Anderson, Bubba Pope  


MISSIONS/OUTREACH


Bud Nelson – Navigator Ministry
SW Church Planting Network
Jon Green – Oakwood Community
Tom Gibbs – Redeemer Church (PCA)
Allen Taha – Trinity Church in Boerne
Aaron Scott – Church of the Cross,                      San Marcos	
Janet Pursell – International Students	

Joanne Colvin – Ghana
Wes and Jami Baker – Peru
Paul and Dawn Fisher – Mexico
PCA Chaplain Ministries 
Tim and Cheri Hoke - ABU
         African Bible University
      Jon Bassett – MTW, Korea
     Michael Novak – RUF, Trinity
     Lackland Sunday School Ministry




INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
Please note that after the Lord’s Supper, elders are available at the front of the sanctuary for prayer.
Military overseas – Joshua Brooks, Brad Colquitt
Ruth Caldwell – health
Jay & Ronda Baker – Jay’s health & strength for Ronda
Arlene Nickel –health
Gerald Sseruwagi – PhD program studies
Robert Cooper – health
Edith Brown – health, strength, comfort, salvation for family members
Jo Pat Stukey – health; salvation of unsaved relatives
Riley Ramseur – health and continued healing
Jane Lehmann –successful physical therapy, strength, and health 
Jane Caskey – continued healing following radiation treatment
Bernard & Helen Briscoe – praises to the Lord for a successful surgery
James Hoke – full-time employment & to get accepted at UTI in Houston

Mark Your Calendar!
We also have an online calendar available to you through a link on 
our website (www.faithpca.com).

TODAY……………………………………………...Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
Thursdays…………..…….……………………Women’s Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 3………….………...Facilities Committee Meeting – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, August 7………………………….Congregational Meeting – after service
Tuesday, August 9.......….……....…….……..........Ladies Prayer Group – 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, August 9...……...……….…..…….………..Session Meeting – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 13.............................Ladies Book Club @ Panera Bread – 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 21……………………………...Fellowship Dinner - after service
Tuesday, August 23...……...……...………....………..Session Meeting – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 27...…...……….….Session/Deacons Joint Meeting – 7:00 p.m.
















Fellowship will be Sunday, August 21 immediately following worship. Families A-M please bring a dessert 9x13 or enough for 15, N-Z please bring a side dish or salad enough for 15. Thank you !!! 




	Date
	9:20-9:30 Greeters
	10:20-10:45 Greeters

	Week 5 July 31
	
	Isaac Schwab

	
	
	Susan Hernandez

	
	
	

	Week 1 August 7
	Campbell Family
	Cynthia Thompson

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	
	
	

	Week 2 August 14
	Kent Family
	Lewther Schwab

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	
	
	

	Week 3 August 21
	Mark Hernandez
	Paul Jenkins

	
	Susan Hernandez
	Melinda Jenkins

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 4 August 28
	
	Bryan Lilius

	
	
	Janet Lilius

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 1 September 4
	Campbell Family
	Cynthia Thompson

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	
	
	

	Week 2 September 11
	Kent Family
	Lewther Schwab

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	
	
	

	Week 3 September 18
	
	Paul Jenkins

	
	
	Melinda Jenkins

	
	
	Isaac Schwab

	Week 4 September 25
	
	Bryan Lilius

	
	
	Janet Lilius



CHURCH IN MINISTRY
Ministry Leaders


			

ELDERS			         		DEACONS
Keith Howard, Teaching Elder		Alan Tysinger – Cell: 316-1606
Cell: 639-3807				Steve Stukey – Cell: 844-4232   
Bud Nelson - Cell: 471-1034       		Gary Henley – Cell: 857-7189        
Paul Gonzales- Cell: 494-6200                              
Steve Ramseur- Cell: (972) 467-9720     
Bryan Lilius – Cell: 885-4723          
Mike Simpson – Cell: 884-0991
Bernard Briscoe – Cell: 286-3597                                                                                         


Elders are available for prayer, ministry of the Word, and pastoral counseling.  All other matters of our congregation are managed by our deacons under the direction
 of the Session.


DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Paul Gonzales – Cell: 494-6200                 		
                                      			

NURSERY
Sara McVay								           
Kelley Tison						        CHURCH OFFICE
                                                 			Katherine Dominguez
FINANCE MANAGER                           	Office Manager
Tamala Silar                                                    Hours: M-F 8:00 – 3:00 p.m.	                                                                                                                                                Phone: 544-2280                                              Phone: 492-8038
Email: m-g-accounting@sbcglobal.net		Email: faithpca@satx.rr.com
							Website: www.faithpca.com
                                                        http://faithpcapodcast.com/
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