What in the World is God Doing?
Part 26: Deliverance!
Romans 8:1-4
7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
In the previous study, Paul showed us that all Christians smash into the wall of God’s holy law. The law reveals the struggle between our remaining sin nature, our flesh, and the Holy Spirit at work in us through the Word of God. The Law is the mirror that shows us the zombie inside – our mostly-dead sin nature still trying to consume us, even though it cannot completely do so.
Paul wrote: “But what I hate, I do” (7: 15). The Spirit uses God’s Law to make us wrestle with sin. Christians have experienced a revolution in consciousness; they begin to have a real disgust over sin and an inability to find any lasting pleasure in it: “But what I hate, I do.” 
These two facts keep us from either the legalism that says: Real Christians don’t struggle with sin anymore, or the permissiveness that says: Real Christians are human; they sin just like anyone else so “Let’s party that grace may abound!” The Spirit of God has come in and transformed our “inner being,” our identity (7: 22), so we want God and holiness; but our “flesh” or “sinful nature” is still powerful enough to create a struggle.

That brings us to Romans 8, the great chapter on the Holy Spirit who supplies the power for new life created in believers by the new birth. As faith in Christ’s perfect life and sacrificial death is required to be made right with God, so faith in the power of the Spirit is required for our growth in holiness. We found peace with God by trusting Jesus’ finished work on the cross; we find the peace of God by trusting Christ’s ongoing ministry from his heavenly throne. The Holy Spirit is the sign, seal, and means of ministry to us and in us.
  The Bible says we’re already seated with Christ in the heavenlies; Paul tells us Christ is us in the earthlies by means of the Holy Spirit.
Without the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, acting as our new operating software (Christ in you, the hope of glory, Col. 1:27), we are still slaves to our sin nature (our old hardware). The key word of this chapter is spirit. That word shows up only 5 times in chapters 1-7 and only 8 times in chapters 9-16. But we find it 21 times in chapter 8 (more than any other single chapter in the NT.
 Nineteen of those 21 occurrences clearly refer to God the Holy Spirit.
Chapter 8 gives us a clear picture of our deliverance from the power of sin through the working of God the Holy Spirit at the direction of God the Son in accordance with the plan of God the Father. Christ uses the Spirit of God to gradually kill off our sin nature (flesh) and give us liberty to fulfill God’s will in our lives.

I. FACT OF FREEDOM (8:1)
A. “Therefore”
1. Paul begins by saying “There is therefore…” Being students of Scripture, you will ask, “What is the ‘therefore’ there for?” He’s summing up something he’s said. What is he summing up?
2. He is either summing up everything he’s written from chapter 1:1 or at least summing up from 5:12 onward where he began talking about death in Adam and life in Christ. 
3. Because Adam was our union representative (our federal head), his sin condemned all humanity to slavery and death. But when we are given the gift of trust into Christ, we are delivered from slavery to the ruling power of sin, and from the punishment of eternal death.
4. Christ our new union representative perfectly kept God’s law and completely, eternally paid the death penalty for our sin. In doing that, Jesus delivered us from sin’s penalty and sin’s power and the fear of death.
B. NO Condemnation
1. Paul continues, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
2. Those two words, no condemnation, assure you of your position in Christ. This is one of the most triumphant promises in all of Scripture! It is the gospel in a nutshell.
3. And it follows directly on the heels of Paul’s discussion of the Christian’s life-long struggle with indwelling sin reflected by God’s law. That very law constantly reflects all our thoughts, longings, and actions worthy of condemnation.
4. What should I earn for my sin, for my desire to control my own life, for fighting to be the captain of my own soul? Condemnation!

5. There is therefore now JUSTIFICATION – rightness with God! The law which condemned Adam and all his descendants has nothing to say to those in Christ, even as they struggle against indwelling sin!
6. What does the phrase “in Christ” mean when the Bible commands us to “believe in Jesus Christ”? That little preposition translated “in” means “into.” Think of it as standing outside the church building and walking through the door. Once you were outside; now you are inside. If it rains, you are dry.  If it freezes you’re warm. If it’s 100 degrees and humid, you are cool and comfortable.

7. Once you go inside, you are clearly IN the building. Trust into Christ means entering into his righteous covering and finding peaceful shelter. Once you enter into Christ, you are completely and eternally secure. Theologians call that “mystical union with Christ” – the opposite of being “in Adam.”
8. Trust moves you from outside of Christ to inside of Christ, from outside his kingdom to inside his kingdom, from the reign of sin & death to the reign of righteousness & life. So anyone who has trusted into Christ has NO CONDEMNATION!

9. This is a very emphatic statement in the Greek text. The word “No” or “nothing” is the very first word in the sentence and it is not a simple negative but a compound one. 
10. So if we were to try to make it more literal it could read, “Absolutely NOTHING therefore now [is] condemnation to the ones in Christ Jesus!”
11. Do you REALLY believe that? Or do you still think that somehow, in some way however small, you’re contributing to your salvation? Are you still trying to do something to make up for your failures because you’re nagged or weighed down by guilt over something in your past?
12. God’s law tells you how to deal rightly with Him and with your neighbor. The natural law written on your heart tells you that you need to get that next big promotion; you need to gain the approval of your parents, your teachers, your friends and family; you need to be pretty; you need to be successful; you need to stand out from the crowd. It the “Law of the Jungle” in America.
13. And no matter what you do, no matter how good you strive to be, no matter how much you succeed or how much you fail IT’S NEVER ENOUGH! “O wretched man that I am!” you soul cries out.

14. Even when your spouse, your parents, your teachers, your boss, your friends tell you, “Great job! I’m so proud of you.” It’s not enough.  It’s NEVER ENOUGH because the law is always, always, always accusing you of not being the perfect husband or wife, employee, student, parent … the perfect anything.

15. Jesus wants me to tell you this morning. NO MATTER WHAT YOU HAVE DONE AND NO MATTER WHAT YOU HAVE FAILED TO DO: Absolutely NOTHING therefore now [is] condemnation to the ones in Christ Jesus!
16. Jesus wants me to ask you this: Are you trusting into Him this morning? Have you stepped through the gate of his home? Are you sheltered in Christ? He is the ONLY place of safety, liberty, and rest because absolutely NOTHING can drag you back out of from Him. If God is for you, who can be against who. 
17. Who can bring any charge against you if Jesus has paid for it all – all the terrible things that haunt your past, all the failures of your life past and present and even future? Absolutely NO CONDEMNATION can stick on you if you are covered in the Teflon of Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death! 
II. GROUND OF FREEDOM (8:2-3)
A. Worst Accusation
1. Here is the WHY of your deliverance, the ground of your freedom: For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 
2. This is “the secret of the spontaneous Christian life that lifts one above the bitter exhausting life of the Christian herd (cf. Isa. 40:31).”
 The gift of the Holy Spirit is the fruit of your having been declared right with God.
3. The Spirit operates in you with the fixedness of a law. His work is not sporadic but constant; it is a life principle. If you are in Christ, He WILL complete a good work in your life (Phil. 1:6). He will even give you the faith you need to trust that absolute fact even when your world is crashing down around you!
4. The Spirit absolutely will do for you what you cannot do for yourselves. He will spend your lifetime prying you away from your deep desire to build your own kingdom and earn your own glory by slaying you with the perfect law and pouring His life into you so you see the beauty of the gospel.
5. The Holy Spirit will teach you this over and over and over: ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING horrible and embarrassing and utterly shameful that could be said about you right now (or in the future), God said about you when he slew his unique Son on Calvary’s cross for ALL your sin – all your failures, all your rebellion, all your weaknesses, and all your pride. 
6. The perfect Son had to shed his precious blood for you, for without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Heb. 9:22).

7. You are FAR worse than your own conscience, than all your guilt says you are. You are far worse than any one of your friends or your worst enemies could possibly describe because God had to die a humiliating and miserable death for sins you probably don’t even think about much (or even realize are sins) – much less for the terrible things you know you’ve done!

8. That’s the Law. That’s the “O wretched man that I am” part to which the Spirit testifies.
B. Highest Affirmation
1. BUT, there is something else the law of the Spirit continues to speak into your life when you are in Christ. It’s the thing your flesh, your Adam 1.0 hardware, doesn’t want to believe because it sounds too good to be true.
2. God said every possible horrible thing about you that can EVER be said at the cross of Jesus because He has loved you infinitely, from before he ever spoke one particle of the universe into being. “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you” (Jer. 31:3).
3. It is God who loves; it is God who justifies (vv. 31-34). It is God who said every wonderful thing that needs to be said about you at Calvary. If you are in Christ, God is NOT mad at you! He cannot be mad at you. He will not punish you because he has punished his Son in your place!  
4. More than that, you don’t need to earn anything from God because Jesus has earned it all for you already! There is ABSOLUTELY NO CONDEMNATION. God is infinitely pleased with you and you are free to serve your neighbor in love.
5. The power that raised Christ Jesus from the dead is at work in you who are in Christ (Eph. 1:20-21; Mic. 7:15). Note the past tense Paul uses, “has set you free … has done … has condemned sin….”
6. You don’t need to struggle for freedom; you need to trust God has delivered you and stand in your freedom (6:18, 22). Because your sinful flesh struggles against that trust, I preach to you again: You are free! NOTHING can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus! 
7. That means you are even free to fail – not that failure is your goal. But being free to fail means you don’t have to be scared to mess up when your attempts to serve your neighbor don’t have the results you hope for.
8. “Don’t our good works count for something?” you ask. “Who’s keeping score?” I reply. God has pronounced you UNCOMDEMNABLE! He’s not keeping score. He doesn’t need your works. Your neighbor does. Serve your neighbor out of love and gratitude in the freedom you’ve been given.
9. God knows you’re saved because he saved you! You don’t need to prove your salvation to him. You don’t need to prove it to your neighbor because you weren’t created to glorify yourself; you were created to glorify God and you are doing that if you’re in Christ because you have the Spirit within you working to desire and to do for God’s pleasure.

10. You don’t need to keep on trying to do for God what God has already done for you! You just need to keep on trusting that fact that Jesus has paid it all, Jesus earned it all, and Jesus will do it all.

III. PURPOSE OF FREEDOM (8:4)
A. Design: Freedom to Do
1. Paul tells us the purpose of our deliverance, our freedom. “…he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
2. Paul has made it as plain as he can in chapters 6 and 7 that Christian holiness is not the product of painstaking conformity to an external law-code
 of “do good to earn good.” 
3. God’s design is to begin moving us back into the perfection the first Adam enjoyed with God and neighbor before sin marred Gods very good creation, as Paul will go on to tell us in this chapter.
4. “So,” you say, “tell me what to do to make that happen.” Paul has already told you, “Be reckoning yourself dead to sin” (6:11) and alive to Christ so that sin does not rule in your mortal body (6:12).
5. The purpose of Jesus’ incarnation, perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection and ascension is your holiness, your separateness to God, your glorification of Him by walking not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
6. What does that holiness look like? It is described in the Law of Moses and restated in the NT every time there’s a passage that tells you what to do and all those “what to do passages” boil down to this: love God completely; love your neighbor completely.
B. Divine Product: His Glory
1. If you’re trusting into Christ this morning, Jesus has another question he wants me to ask you: “How’s that ‘What to do’ thing working for you?” Do you need another rule? Do you need some more steps? 
2. If you were an actor you might ask the director, “What’s my motivation for this scene?” Pretend you’re an actor this morning. The lights are on. You’re in makeup. You’re in costume. The crew is waiting.
3. Here’s your motivation: “you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world” (Eph. 2:10). 
4. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them (Eph. 2:4-10).
5. There’s your motivation.  Ready? Quiet on the set. Roll cameras. ACTION!

6. But … I can’t be perfect. No matter how much I want to please God and serve people I just can’t do it! No matter how much I roll up my sleeves and make another New Year’s resolution to try harder and do more, it just doesn’t work.

7. I’m ready to walk off the set. Cast somebody else in this part. I’m not that good an actor! What I don’t want to do is exactly what I do. What I want to do I can’t do. Wretched man that I am!
8. Look at something with me. You might not have noticed it before. Look at 8:4 one last time. Notice the tense of the verb: the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us….

9. Does it say, “in order that YOU might fulfill the righteous requirement of the law”? NO! The meeting of God’s righteous requirement is done by another FOR you (passive verb).

10. Jesus has earned EVERYTHING FOR you that God requires OF you! And God the Father and God the Son have sent out God the Holy Spirit INTO you to do THROUGH you what your flesh cannot do FOR you.

11. Our sin nature, our flesh made even the Law ineffective (v. 3), so you have no hope of deliverance – apart from Christ in you.
Jesus paid it all. God does it all. You don’t earn coupons from God. You don’t have a “Perform 10 good works and earn a free blessing” customer card for the Christian life because your life in Christ is NOT about you; it’s about Jesus! 
That means you don’t lose any “God points” when you sin; you don’t need to start over; you don’t need to perform good to make up for the bad because Jesus paid it all and earned it all.
If it’s good God did it.  If it’s bad YOU did it. Have you done bad stuff? Maybe you were unfaithful to your spouse. Perhaps you’ve done or said things you desperately long to take back. Maybe you have done things that you would never tell a soul. Certainly, if you’re truthful, you’ve thought things that are utterly offensive to God and even those thoughts are worthy of earthly death and eternal judgment.

Wake your neighbor right now because Jesus has some amazing news for you: Absolutely NOTHING therefore now [is] condemnation to the ones in Christ Jesus!
If you are in Christ, absolutely nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus AND “he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

If you are in Christ Jesus this morning then take this great comfort: It is not trying, but trusting, that is the believer’s only responsibility.
 Be trusting yourself dead to sin and alive to Christ because you’re loved with an everlasting love and he IS making you into a new creation. God no longer condemns you! You are eternally loved in Christ Jesus!
But if your trust is in your own effort, your own merit, your own customer rewards card, then you are utterly without hope because God’s standard is complete perfection and you have failed miserably and are utterly condemned already.

But while you live upon this earth there is hope for you; there is deliverance. Flee through the door into Christ! Trust into him and find rest from the guilt of your conscience and the condemnation of your fellow sinners and God’s holy Law. Repent of trying to earn and simply receive from God, who freely gives so that you can shout with Paul,
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!
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