What in the World is God Doing?
Part 48: So, Now What?

Romans 12:1-2
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
The Ordo Salutis is one of the great teaching tools of the early church that has fallen by the wayside in the majority of modern Protestant theology. It’s a Latin phrase meaning “Order of Salvation.”  It describes the biblical, logical causal sequence of all the benefits of our redemption in Christ Jesus.  Paul gave us a bare bones version of the Ordo in 8:29-30, “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
In Reformed theology, the Ordo is: 1) election/predestination into Christ; 2) Atonement; 3) outward gospel call; 4) inward call by the Spirit; 5) regeneration by the Spirit; 6) conversion through faith & repentance; 7) justification, 8) sanctification; and, 9) glorification. (Rom 8:29-30).
Later Protestant theologians in 17th century Holland, known as Arminians, rejected the idea that salvation was entirely a work of God and developed their own Ordo to teach man’s cooperation with God’s grace as a part of salvation.  The Arminian/Free Will/Holiness Ordo is: 1) outward call; 2) faith/election [election is dependent on faith]; 3) repentance; 4) regeneration; 5) justification; 6) perseverance; and, 7) glorification. 

The difference in the two Protestant versions of salvation is this: the historical Reformed teaching on salvation is that it is entirely MONERGISTIC – one work, the work of the great triune God for and in his people from eternity past to the consummation of all things (from the dung heap to the glory heap). The modern majority Protestant (including many conservative Pietists) and Roman Catholic view of salvation is that it is SYNERGISTIC – a mutual work by both God and man; God provides the means and man must actuate those means in his own heart/mind/will to ultimately be judged worthy of entering into glory.
To preserve the biblical teaching of monergism (God does it all and makes believers active in the process), the early Reformers used the biblical distinction of God’s two words to mankind: Law and Gospel. God’s Law restrains public sin, convicts and condemns individual sinners, describes who Christ is and what his life ought to increasingly look like in the believer, and promises believers what they will one day look like in glory.  God’s Gospel announces how he alone accomplished and applies man’s redemption from the punishment, power and (ultimately) presence of sin in and through Christ Jesus.
Monergism is Gospel. Synergism is GoLAWspel. That’s a crucial distinction to understand as we enter into Paul’s final part of his letter to the Roman Church. Up to this point, Paul has been very clear that salvation (all the elements of the Ordo) is of the Lord from start to finish. In chapter 12, he begins to describe what gospel relationships look like: our relationship to God, our relationship to fellow believers, our relationship to unbelievers, and our relationship to political leaders. What does it look like for us to live in a gospel culture?
I. PRESENTATION (12:1)
A. What to Do
1. We have covered 11 chapters of Romans in 47 parts. And in those 47 parts there are only three places where Paul has written anything about what WE are to do – and then only briefly.
2. We do verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter exegesis here at Faith. Doing things “the old fashioned way” in 21st-century American church culture is, admittedly, upside down. 
3. Pauline epistles are upside down because he invariably spends far more words explaining the gospel than telling us “what to do.” The grammar of his thought is different than ours.

4. In modern English, our “be verbs” come toward the front of our sentences. You don’t say, “On Sunday morning in the fall of 2015 I and my family to church came.” No, we put the doing words up front right after our favorite subject, “I.” 

5. Paul begins with the indicative. An indicative is the mood of a verb that expresses a statement of facts. Only after he has fully explored the facts of who God is, who we by nature are, and what God has done for us does Paul begin to string together any kind of “to do list” concerning what God is doing in us and through us. 
6. The “what to do” is known in grammar as the imperative mood. It is the language of command, of law. In biblical theology, the imperative is never properly separated from the indicative.
7. “We do” because of what God does. The Holy Spirit uses the Word taught, read, preached, prayed, sung, and portrayed in the sacraments to gradually change our affections, to produce gratitude that works outward into new sacrificial relationships.
8. I agree with James Boice that this final section of Romans, often misnamed the “practical” section. What can be more practical than God revealing himself ? It is better named the consequences section because ideas have consequences.
 If you trust a proposition to be true, you will live accordingly. 

B. Request 
1. The motivation for the dedication (I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God…) is the Good News Paul has been writing about for 11 chapters. Spiritual motivation comes from God’s mercies, not our merits.
2. And God’s mercies are poured out upon ONLY through Messiah Jesus. Transformation and renewal is our increasing knowledge of the person and work of Christ.
3. Here in chapter 12, Paul is about to open the floodgate of imperatives. Law will flow like a strong river. But even now, he still addresses them as brothers and sisters, reminding them of the mercies of God and referring them to the grace given to me (12:3).

4. The context of the request is to present your bodies – it is sacrificial language. But the word present (παραστῆσαι) is not used in the Greek OT of any sacrifice. It used primarily to describe the service of the priest.
5. Paul is likely trying to distinguish between Christ’s once-for-all bloody sacrifice as the Lamb of God and our bloodless, non-meritorious service to him. The tense suggests a one-time definite act of presentation (an oath, like the “I do” of marriage). 
6. By bodies, he means not merely our physical bodies, but our whole being in relation to the world.
 God is changing our affections so that we begin to use our whole being for the glorification of His Son and the gathering in of the elect. We present our sacrificial service by witnessing about HIS sacrifice.
7. To comfortable 21st-century American lives, who after 11 chapters of Gospel exposition are saying, “Tell me what to do!” Paul says NOT make sacrifices but BE sacrifices. Our whole being is to be presented to God.

8. The description of the sacrifice is a living sacrifice. Contrast that to the terrified animals slain daily by cutting their throats and draining their blood at the tabernacle and temple. Those were not willing deaths (despite the stupid, “Thank you for your sacrifice” offered up to slain animals one sees on outdoor shows these days).
9. Our presentation of ourselves is living, not dead. What a contrast to our state in the Old Adam shown in chapter 3: unrighteousness, worthlessness, doing no good, and without the ability to justify ourselves – spiritual death.

10. Our presentation of ourselves is logical/spiritual service, not merely outward. It is “the internal worship of the mind and heart to which he refers, contrasting that with the outward rites of the Levitical [system] of the Old Covenant. (Jn. 4:23-24)”

11. Many of us, driven by the notion that everything we do as believers must be outwardly grand and “radical,” fail to see this spiritual worship in the ordinary things of our lives. As we said before, traveling across the room to pick up a crying child is as much spiritual worship as traveling across an ocean to evangelize people of another culture when our motivation is to glorify God.
12. Practicing your God-given vocation well (whether it’s ditch-digging, or sales clerk, or scientific research, or being a parent or grandparent, or being a student) is a holy act. Coming to church to have God serve you in Word and Sacrament is a holy act. Your life doesn’t have to be outwardly “radical” and “extraordinary” to constitute spiritual worship.
13. Can you see how these first two verses of chapter 12 will sum up ALL the particulars of the gospel culture than follow in the weeks to come?
14. You are called to be faithful to the teaching of the gospel. “Tell me what to do!” BE FAITFUL TO THE GOSPEL MESSAGE IN HEART, WORD, AND DEED.

15. “How can do I do that?” You’re in luck (as Calvin would say); Paul is going to tell you in verse 2.

II. TRANSFORMATION (12:2)
A. Outward 
1. What does this spiritual worship look like on the outside? Paul tells us it looks different than the anti-gospel culture of lost humanity: 2 Do not be conformed to this world….
2. The Greek verb translated “conformed” (συνσχηματίζεσθε) has as its root the Greek noun for “fashion” – fashions of the times, fashions of religion, fashions of philosophy, fashions in morals. They are all relative and transitory. Only God’s revelation is true and eternal. 
3. The fashion of our day is not different than Paul’s day, Solomon’s day, or Adam and Eve’s day: self-centeredness – MY needs and MY happiness. “I work to earn money to meet my needs and fulfill my desires. I have a dream-destiny and God’s job is to help me fulfill it.”
4. That is the very opposite of a gospel culture, even though church people, in our sin natures, talk this way as much as anyone else. We tend to think even of church as an institution existing primarily to meet our needs rather than a place to serve, because that’s the fashion of life under the sun. 

5. “Tell ME about ME! I want a practical god to give me practical advice about being a better ME so I can achieve personal happiness.” We all want to be fashionable and that is always the fashion. 
6. But gospel culture is about God and your neighbor, not primarily about your personal happiness. God transforms you into a member of his gospel culture.
B. Inward
1. Paul says, Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…. The word transformed refers to an inner change in substance (on the root of “substance” see: Phil. 2:6; 3:21; 2 Cor. 3:18).
2. Note the interesting grammar here: this is a command, an imperative, but it’s in the passive. It’s not “transform yourselves” but be transformed – an outside force must be the actor.

3. How can you constantly be in the process of being transformed? Paul says by the renewal of your mind. He wrote in 1 Cor. 2:16, “…we have the mind of Christ.” The outside force accomplishing transformation is the renewal of your worldly-fashionable mind by the mind of Christ.
4. The mind of Christ is found in the Word of God. Something has to happen in our thinking if we are to see life in light of God, or see life as God sees it. So, “Tell me what to do!” 
5. Here’s what to do: read, study and pray the Word of God. Give your mind to the Scriptures. In that way, God does to us, and for us, and in us what we cannot do for ourselves.
6. This was precisely Jesus’ prayer to the Father for us, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (Jn. 17:17).

7. The Holy Spirit, through the Word will continue to drill down into the recesses of my being to expose more of my worldly fashions, more sinful attitudes. The more of the Word I take in, the more of my repentance it calls for.

8. The Spirit takes Scripture, particularly the Law, and reveals more and more areas of your life with indwelling sin. And the more you grow in Christ, the more sin you see woven into the fabric of your being.
9. The upside down, anti-fashionable thing is that God’s Law de-constructs us; it tears down the Old Adam; it pounds away at the walls of my kingdom of me. And as the Law tears down, the gospel builds us up to make us mature and humble and meek and others-focused. Dr. Law keeps on diagnosing my disease. Dr. Grace keeps on healing it.
10. That’s why it takes the whole of your life to give your whole life to Christ.
 The Spirit and the Word will always, always, always call for more diagnosis and more healing as long as you live this side of glory. 
11. If that sounds insulting to you, I’m sorry; but maybe you haven’t considered just how horrible sin is and how very much God hates it – and perhaps even how powerless you are against it without the work of Christ in you through his Word.
12. Paul then writes that when God starts this transformation-by-renewal process, the result is “that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
13. That Greek word rendered “by testing you may discern (or, in most translations, translated simply as “prove”) means to “learn by experience.” 
 That should suggest to theology heads like me that there is a purpose beyond my learning big words and academically-interesting things about the Bible.
14. The goal of learning God’s Word is NOT informational, it’s transformational. If what I learn does not lead me to repentance and humble service of others then my efforts are only self-serving and NOT the good and acceptable and perfect.
15. Producing a congregation whose heads are full of Bible knowledge is not the same thing as producing a congregation whose affections have been captured for the glory of God in Christ Jesus.
16. God isn’t interested in making me a better me for the sake of me. God is in the business of glorifying himself. And so he takes me and smashes me into the wall of his perfect will to show me more and more of my sin and prompt me more and more to repentance and humble reliance so that I will glorify him by serving others inside and outside the church.
17. God transforms us into living sacrifices – people who live sacrificially for others to the glory of God. And when you have a congregation of people living sacrificially for others to the glory of God, do you know what you have? 
18. You have a gospel culture – people from different backgrounds (some religious, some pagan), people of different colors, people with different perspectives, people with differing views who live to serve God by serving one another and their neighbors. They are people who long to see the walking dead raised to life in Christ for God’s glory.

At the end of the day, the Lord Jesus is not a purveyor of information about himself for the sake of information. He is the lover of our souls who loved us unto death and yet lives to pray for us that we will learn to love him more and more until that day we see him face to face and can finally love God and others with eternal perfection.

One day you really WILL love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and your neighbor as yourself. And, if you are trusting into Christ this morning, you are being transformed into a living sacrifice and made more and more into a vital member in the gospel culture.
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