What in the World is God Doing?
Part 31: WHY We Know
Romans 8:28-30
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Last Sunday, Paul told us something every believer KNOWS: we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. We took some time examining the limitations, or boundaries, of that verse and then finished up by noticing the unbounded, unlimited promise.
That one great sentence has some important limitations. (1) It is only for people known by Christ. (2) The “good” for which God works all things is NOT me getting my way but God conforming me to Christ’s image. (3) Bad stuff happens but God uses the bad stuff to make me more like Jesus. (4) Finally, I don’t FEEL good about bad stuff, but I KNOW I am being carried along into glory.
But 8:28 also has one unbounded, unlimited promise: ALL THINGS really, truly means ALL THINGS. If you are trusting into Christ this morning there is no occurrence, no event, no circumstance, no seeming coincidence, that God has not arranged to conform you more and more to Christ’s image. God the Father loves God the Son SO much, Father wants all His people to have as much of Christ’s glory as they can possibly have. And God the Spirit WILL accomplish that goal by carrying you through this wilderness journey to Mount Glory! THAT is what we know.

This morning, Paul will tell us WHY we know God is working in all things to conform his people to Christ’s glory by showing us the absolutely unbreakable golden chain of our salvation. Let me bottom-line these verses for you: God the Father planned it all; God the Son paid it all; God the Spirit preserves it all. 
I. ETERNITY PAST: FOREKNOWN, PREDESTINED (8:29)
A. Foreknown
1. This week I read an article by a well-known preacher warning me that it was possible to believe the truth of the gospel and still be unsaved.
2. What was necessary, he argued, was for me to be enraptured with God’s spiritual beauty in order to receive future grace at the final judgment. His presumption was that not all who believe the gospel is true will pass God’s final, feelings-and-works-based test.

3. The preacher’s article was so subtle and sincere, for a brief moment I began to doubt my salvation. Did I not love God enough? I clearly wasn’t FEELING this rapturous romantic passion of God’s beauty he insisted I should feel.
4. If I couldn’t work up this passionate experience to ensure this future grace, then what? Have I been deluding myself for over 50 years simply by trusting Christ’s merit is all I have to plead before God, by trusting Christ’s active obedience and perfect love of God is credited to my account?
5. I want YOU to know how to protect yourself when otherwise-conservative teachers and preachers suggest your assurance of glory depends upon your works – even feelings-based, “shiver in your liver” emotional works. 
6. The Good News, the Gospel, as my friend Bernard Briscoe says, “is not an –ism, but an ‘IS’.” It comes FROM God, revealed TO men and is recorded in the inspired and inerrant scriptures. That’s where we flee when we’re not feeling it and other people’s “Yes, but…” rules assail our assurance.
7. Instead of telling us to examine the intensity of our emotional experiences, the apostle Paul instructs us WHY we know God’s grace in our future is as absolutely assured as God’s grace in our past. He does it by stringing together a golden chain of God’s works (NOT ours).
8. The first link in this unbreakable chain is God’s foreknowledge. Before there was time or space, before there was a universe, the eternal God thought of you and chose to love you.
9. The phrase those he foreknew means more than just God had knowledge of the fact you would someday exist.  He knows everything about everything; otherwise, he is not God. Foreknowledge means a special kind of knowledge – a loving intimacy. We could call it “forelove.”
10. One example of this is Amos 3:2 where God tells his people, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth. …”  In the Old Testament, God’s knowledge of Israel meant he chose to have an intimate relationship with them by revealing himself to them, by making a special people of the children of Abraham and Isaac, and by living among them.

11. It cannot mean that God looked into the future and “saw” that you would decide to trust into Christ so, on the basis of your decision, he chose to foreknow you. Paul has already told us in Romans 3:10-11 that no one does good or even seeks after God. In Ephesians 2:1 he wrote that before being called to trust into Christ, we were all dead in sin.
12. The only biblical answer is the faith/trust which God foresees is the faith he himself creates by raising dead hearts to life (cf. John 3:3–8; 6:44, 45, 65; Eph. 2:8; Phil. 1:29; 2 Peter 1:2). 

13. Foreknowledge means that salvation has its origin in God’s mind, the eternal counsels of God, not in man. It focuses our attention on the distinguishing eternal love of God.

B. Predestined
1. Because God fixed his intimate, perfect, one-way love upon you before ever creating anything, he also determined your final destination would be glory. That’s what the word predestined means – you have a destination planned by God.
2. God’s planning is not arbitrary or random. Eph. 1:11, “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will….” God has a plan, a purpose; and it’s totally and completely HIS plan.
3. What is God’s plan? His plan is that you might enter into his family, to be among many brothers of whom Jesus is the firstborn. That is the “good” for which he works all things in your life.
II. ETERNITY PRESENT: CALLED, JUSTIFIED (8:28, 30a)
A. Called
1. The next link in the golden chain of God’s saving work is your having been called.
2. Calling is that point where God’s foreknowledge and predestination (which happened outside of space/time) enter into space/time and directly touch the person upon whom God set his love before anything but God existed.
3. There are two kinds of calling in the Bible. One is the general call. The prophets called all the Israelites to repent and return to the Lord. Jesus invited everyone who heard him to come find their rest and refreshment in him (Matt. 11:28; 16:24; Lk. 14:15-24; Jn. 7:37). 
4. Every sermon should include a general call to repent and rest in Christ alone.  Not everyone will respond to a preacher’s general call any more than everyone you share the good news will trust into Christ.

5. Our job is to share the news and give the call. But Jesus said, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (Jn. 3:19).

6. The general call is made to everyone. But the other kind of calling, the one Paul lists here, is individual, internal, specific, and always effectual.

7. Jesus also said, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…” (Jn. 6:44). That “drawing” is the calling Paul writes of here in Romans 8:30.  When God the Spirit calls a person whom God the Father has foreloved and predestined, that person WILL respond because they are given the gift of trust/faith by God the Spirit (Rom. 1:6-7; 11:29; Eph. 2; 4:1; 2 Tim. 1:8-9; 2 Pt. 1:10). 

8. When God the Spirit calls a person foreloved by God the Father, that person will come to trust into the person and work of God the Son. The Persons of the Godhead never works against one another.
9. Jesus illustrated the power of God’s effectual call when he raised Lazarus (4 days dead and rotting) out of the tomb with nothing more than a command. Jesus’ call created life out of death (Jn. 11).

10. If you are trusting into Christ’s perfect law-keeping life and sacrificial death this morning, it is because you were foreknown/foreloved, predestined for glory, and effectually called by God.
11. God’s foreknowing, predestining, and effectual calling results in the fourth link in this golden chain of God’s saving work: justification.
B. Justified
1. Justification is God’s declaration that sinful men, women, and children are (and ever shall be) in perfect standing with and in him. God sees us “just as if” we are completely perfect, holy, glorious RIGHT NOW – even though we are still law-breakers, even though we haven’t worked up the right amount of passion for God’s beauty, even though we become discouraged and worn down on our pilgrim journey toward Mount Glory.
2. Justification is the exact opposite of condemnation. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (8:1). It is God making a once-for-all pronouncement that a person he has foreloved, predestined, and effectually called to trust in Christ is no longer to be judged as a law-breaker. If you are in Christ, you have permanently and unalterably been declared legally innocent of all charges in your past, in your present, and in your future.
3. There is NO “YES, BUT…” attached to God’s verdict! When God the Holy Spirit raises hearts from death to life by calling you and giving you trust in Christ, all of your failed self-salvation projects are finished.
4. At that moment of your calling you can look behind you and see your father Adam standing naked and ashamed in Eden, searching for dead fig leaves to hide his sin and shame. But NOW you see Christ, the Lamb of God covering you with his sacrifice and his perfection – the garments of salvation.
5. NOW you can see Mount Glory on the horizon. One day your sins will not simply be covered over by Christ. On Mount Glory you will truly share in Jesus’ glory because you shall think perfectly, act perfectly, and see all of God’s beauty and one-way love perfectly and eternally.
6. Justification by grace alone through trust in Jesus Christ alone is the very heart of the Good News of salvation! If you are trusting into to Christ this morning, don’t let ANYONE EVER try to take that away from you with any list of qualifications.

7. It is not justification + my good works. It is not justification + my good intentions. It is not justification + my behavior modification. It is not justification + my passion for God’s beauty. It is not justification + my reputation as a good worker, a good parent, or a concerned citizen and good American.
8. Justification means freedom from ANY “+” of human effort or human condition. “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (Jn. 3:36).

9. You are unalterably, permanently rescued from slavery to guilt, sin, and death by the eternal one-way love of God displayed at Mount Calvary. “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness [chessed, “one-way love”] to you” (Jer. 31:3).
10. The certainty of God’s unending love for you rests in the fact that his love never had a beginning. God is eternal; he never had a beginning. His forelove for you never had a beginning.
11. We are locked into space and time for now. We are born; we live; we die. So we cannot wrap our minds around the truth that God is not simply eternal in the future, but he has ALWAYS been.

12. If there was never any point when God began and there was never any point when his love for you began, and God does not change (Mal. 3:6, “I the Lord do not change”), then you who trust into Christ this morning are absolutely secure in God’s one-way love! 
13. You have been justified: declared innocent, delivered out of slavery, freed from guilt and sin and from the constant worry of “I am doing enough to please God? Do I have enough passion for God’s beauty to pass muster at the final judgment?” YES YOU DO, if you are in Christ!
14. The result of God’s declaring you justified is your permanent union with Christ Jesus. You, brothers and sisters hidden in Christ, are bound for Mount Glory and absolutely NOTHING can derail this train!

III. ETERNITY FUTURE: GLORIFIED, CERTIFIED (8:30b-31)
A. Glorified (30)
1. Back in 5:2 Paul wrote, “…we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” That means we joyfully stand in God’s one-way love with the sure and certain knowledge that we will be with Jesus and like Jesus.
2. No, we won’t become gods. God has attributes you and I can never possess. But he also has attributes, qualities, he will give us in full in glory: perfect love, joy, peace, mercy, wisdom, faithfulness, grace, goodness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23).
3. If you want to know how you are going to think and act on Mount Glory, read the 10 Commandments and study the life of Jesus in the Gospels. Look for all the places in the NT where you are told to do something. Those are the descriptions (as far as we can grasp in this life) of what glory is.
4. In that day when you see Jesus face-to-face, you will no longer be troubled by sin in you or around you. You will enjoy the complete fullness and eternal favor of God’s presence. 
5. Our glorification is bound up with God’s permanent physical presence just as Israel’s glory was tied to God’s conditional presence in the tabernacle and the temple. When God repeatedly promised in the OT “I will be your God; you will be my people; and I will dwell with you,” God was promising glory to come of which his presence in the tabernacle and temple was but a type, a picture, a foretaste.
6. Our glorification is also bound together with the renewal of all the physical creation. In 8:19-22 creation is poetically pictured as standing on tiptoes craning its neck to see the glory of the firstborn and his many brothers and sisters. 
7. When we fail to see our sins and instead strive to appear “better and better every day in every way,” we can miss the weight of eternal glory. That’s why Paul puts the tragic struggle with sin in Romans 7 BEFORE he begins to detail the hope of glory here in Romans 8. 
8. If my sin is no big deal to me, then glory is no big deal. That’s why we never worship here at FPC without having both a corporate confession of sin and an assurance of pardon. 

9. Sin IS a big deal; but glory is a BIGGER deal! That’s why we are commanded to come together to taste glory every Lord’s Day. 
10. Because Christ is present here in his Word and Sacraments, there is a taste of glory. God is our God; we are his people; and he dwells with us here in a most special way as a foretaste of the full, eternal glory to come.
11. Because God foreloved you from eternity past, appointed you a destiny of living eternally with him face-to-face, entered into space and time to call you out of darkness and into his glorious light, and declared that you are (and evermore shall be) innocent of your sin for which Jesus paid the penalty, Paul promises you are ALREADY glorified!

12. Because God is eternal and unchangeable, you are already seated with Christ in heaven. These eternal facts all come together in Ephesians 2:4-10:

 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” [emphasis added].
B. Certified (31)
1. If you are trusting into Christ, then Christ is your union representative (your federal head). And since we are in Christ, and Christ is already the glorified man in heaven, he is our firstfruits (8:23; 11:16; 1 Cor. 15:20, 23), our guarantee, of unbroken and eternal glory.
2. If those promises are true – and, if you are in Christ, you KNOW they are! – then no amount of opposition from people or the devil can possibly matter. “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
3. God planned it all. God paid it all. God preserves it all.
My dear old Sunday School teacher, now many years in glory, used to begin every class with the “two things we never ever forget:”

· God is absolutely sovereign. He plans and accomplishes all things; “all” means ALL.
· Man is absolutely depraved. Not that man is as evil as he can possibly be, but there is no part of any person that is not tainted with the self-glory and self-absorption of sin. Even the good things we seem to do, we do with corrupted motives that fall short of God’s demand for utter perfection (glory).
So, our teacher would ask us: “Is salvation good?” “Yes,” we would all answer.

“Then GOD DID IT,” he would say.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God is driving this train to glory and nothing – absolutely nothing – can stop it. God is working EVERTHING to conform us to Christ’s glory.

So, Paul concludes, “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?”
Even if we are too weak to hang on to Jesus, he is strong enough to hang on to us. Even though we may not be able to face tomorrow, Jesus has already passed through death to the other side and has taken away death's sting for us.
If God is for you, no one can derail your journey to glory!

� Boice, 2:913.





PAGE  
1

