What In the World Is God Doing?
Declaration and Accusations
Romans 5:18-21
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Paul has written to the Roman Church to explain the Gospel message he has been called by Christ to preach. To the pagans, Paul was an atheist denying the great pantheon of Greco-Roman gods and local deities.  To the Jews, he was a heretic denying the saving power of the Mosaic Law and elevating a crucified, humiliated Galilean carpenter to the status of Messiah.
To many of the Jews who accepted Jesus as Messiah, Paul was a threat to their heritage.  Yes, Jesus was Messiah but that did not relieve anyone from the responsibility of keeping God’s holy commandments to remain in a state of grace. Sure we all sin; but we must perform acts of penance and actively pursue meritorious works to earn more of God’s approval so that we can help God make us righteous for the final judgment.  We enter God’s covenant by grace, but we stay in covenant by penance and good works (We have called this Jewish teaching “Covenant Nomism;” in Christian circles, it is called “Semi-Pelagianism”).
To his opponents, Paul’s teaching was dangerous.  Paul denied the gracious character of God’s Law, destroying the balance of grace and merit so necessary to keep people on their best behavior. Paul was celebrating sin and encouraging immorality, they alleged.  How could any Christian have assurance of salvation and still be a sinner?
Against these objections Paul staunchly maintained that sin is imputed to all humanity because Adam our federal head failed to keep God’s covenant of works.  The only point in human history where humans could earn anything from God was in the Garden of Eden. This was NOT a gracious agreement. “Be perfect and earn eternal life” is not grace but works; the wages of sin is death. Only after Adam rebelled against God’s covenant did grace enter the picture when God slew an animal in Adam’s place as a promise-picture that the Seed of the Woman would come and crush death and sin at the cost of his own life.
It is the Promised Seed, Messiah Jesus, who came to be the Last Adam. Jesus fulfilled the Covenant of Works and freely pours out all the benefits of the Covenant of Grace to his people. Christ’s perfect Law-keeping life is reckoned, imputed to us through the pipeline of trust; his sacrificial death fulfilled that picture in the Garden of the slain animal dying in place of sinful Adam and Eve. We, who were once we were declared sinful and dead in Adam, are declared righteous and alive in Christ – justified and made alive in Christ.
Verses 18-21 are Paul’s summary of these great doctrines of imputation and union. But some of his Jewish readers would still want to know what role the Mosaic Law plays. If Jesus’ obedience is our salvation, if the Law is not grace, then what is the Law’s purpose?
I. JUSTIFICATION (5:18-19)
A. Completing the Thought

1. We have come to the completion of Paul’s opening thought begun in 5:12 which he interrupted with two parenthetical thoughts.  He began in verse 12 with, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned. …” 
2. Then he broke off that statement and we spent the last few weeks examining those two digressions.  First, he explained the sense in which all humans sinned in Adam.  Yes, we all sin individually; but we are first reckoned sinners in union with Adam.
3. Next, in vv. 15-17, Paul discussed the difference between our union with Adam and our union with Christ.  United to Christ in trust, we are NOT placed back into a Covenant of Works.  We no longer need to earn anything from God; grace freely delivers God’s gift of a new life in Christ.
4. These are deep theological concepts and, to really taste them, we had to wade into deep water last week.  Because, as a pastor, I want you to be very wary of teachers who proclaim that there’s such a thing as too much grace.

5. Here, in verse 18, Paul completes his opening thought from verse 12 by restating it and then completing it: 12 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men [emphasis added].
6. Imputation of Adam’s sin to all humans opens the door for imputation of Christ’s righteousness to all who trust into him.  In case you might have missed it, he restates the teaching again in v. 19, “[1] For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, [2] so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.”
7. Again, Paul lists several contrasts:  Adam versus Christ; the one trespass of Adam versus the one act of righteousness of Christ; the disobedience of Adam versus the obedience of Christ; death versus life; and, condemnation versus justification.

8. The final contrast between condemnation and justification is the summary of the issue.  The entire chapter has been dealing with the certainty of our salvation in Christ, our being eternally, permanently, uninterruptedly declared right with God the Creator-Judge – NOT on the basis of our behavior, but entirely on the basis of Jesus’ already-accomplished perfect works.
B. Justification: Made or Declared Right?
1. Since justification is one of the great themes of Romans, the very basis of our assurance of salvation, we need to pause and be sure we understand the nature of justification.  Are we MADE righteous through good works or are we DECLARED righteous when we are united with Christ through the conduit of trust?
2. By the way, when I say “assurance” I’m talking about how you know you are saved.  How do you know God says and will continue to say, “You are my beloved child with whom I am well pleased”?
3. That’s important when there are teachers claiming that you will know your salvation from your success as a parent or as a spouse; or you have assurance through health and wealth.  There are still others who insist you will have assurance from your increased morality, constant behavior modification, longer quiet times, greater command of bible knowledge, and status in the church.
4. One pastor wrote an article just last week telling Christians that if they want God to hear and act on their prayers, they need to get busy making themselves better. The more they earn from God, the more God will love them and answer their prayers.

5. Such teaching has more in common with paganism than historic Protestant doctrine; but it’s coming out of conservative evangelical circles.  So it’s vital for us to really get what Paul is telling us in Romans 5-8 about our assurance.
6. Now you might recall that we have defined justification as a judicial act whereby God declares us to be in right standing before him.  Yet in verse 19 Paul says we will be made righteous, not declared righteous.  Doesn’t that mean that we have to get better and better to be saved?
7. We have to look at the context of chapter 5.  In v. 18, justification is contrasted with condemnation, a judicial word.  Does pronouncing condemnation make a person a law-breaker?  No. It’s a declaration that a person is already a law-breaker.
8. In the same way, justification is God’s pronouncement that we are declared right with him because we are united to Christ’s perfect life through the pipeline of trust.
9. In verse 19, Paul teaches that many were made sinners through Adam’s one act of breaking God’s holy law.  “It does not mean that all …became sinning individuals, though that did happen and is true. …it means that the entire race was declared to be sinful because of Adam’s sin. That is why death passed upon all, even upon those (like infants) who died before they had any opportunity to sin. If “the many were made sinners” in that sense, it must be in a corresponding sense that “the many will be made righteous….”

C. Obedience
1. There’s another important idea that guarantees us assurance of unchangeable right-standing with God. Paul says, “…by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.”

2. You might remember in Gal. 4:4-5 Paul writes Jesus was born under law, to redeem those under law.  That means that Jesus subjected himself to God’s demand that all humans be completely perfect. Jesus was completely, perfectly obedient to all that God commanded.
3. That means not only that Jesus could fulfill the requirement of being a perfect, spotless lamb of sacrifice (1 Pt. 1:19), but that he completely fulfilled the Covenant of Works Adam broke.

4. As our union representative, Jesus Christ earned all the blessings of the law for his people.  Why is that important? It completely destroys the idea that you need to get better and better so that God will hear more and more of your prayers.

5. It obliterates the pagan notions of gods whose affections change with the wind depending on what sacrifices are offered them or what accomplishments their worshippers achieve. 
6. It also breaks down the distinctions between the Jewish Christians, who grew up struggling to remain moral in a pagan culture, and the Gentile Christians who grew up in that pagan culture with their lives dictated by whatever society deemed moral or acceptable behavior.

7. Make no mistake here: every culture has a sense of what moral behavior is from the law of God written upon the hearts of all men.  Some cultures ignore some of God’s law, but no heart can suppress all of God’s natural law all the time.

8. Maybe you were raised in the moral circles of Christendom, being taught the 10 commandments and Christian ethics as your guide.  Maybe you grew up with parents who didn’t know or care about the Bible, so whatever your social circle said was acceptable at the time was your guide to life.
9. In that respect our congregation is no different from the Roman Church. Everyone struggles with the conviction of law – be better, do better, succeed, and achieve greatness, live up to your moral standard, appease the gods or appease the one true God.  Everyone, Jew and Gentile, confronts the failure to live up to those standards written on tablets of stone or on hearts of stone.

10. The Good News Paul preaches to Rome is THE GOOD NEWS!  Your right-standing with God is NOT subjective; it does not depend upon anything inside of you.  It flows through your trust in Christ, and even that trust is a gift to you from God’s one-way love that never ceases (Eph. 1-2).
11. You have an objective, outside-of-you righteousness because your life is hidden in Christ who was perfectly obedient even to the point of death on a cross (Phil. 2:8).

12. The much more, the superabundance (v. 20) is your unearned right-standing declared by God.  But there’s also the superabundant hope that Dr. Grace will impart health to your sick soul.  

13. So the apostle John can say, “2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 Jn. 3:2-3). 
14. Dr. Grace gets to work immediately curing our unrighteousness, convicting us of sin and moving us to repentance and Jesus-dependence.  But that war between our ungodliness and God’s demand for perfection will never cease in this sin-cursed world.  That’s exactly why we have these precious doctrines of assurance!

15. But the Jewish believers in Rome, steeped in the Jewish pietism of cooperating with God’s grace through law-keeping (Jesus + behavior modification = final justification), were left to ask, “Then what does God’s Law do for us if union with Christ is true?”
16. If Paul is right, then certainly he’s glorifying sin and encouraging people to be as immoral as they please.  We know that we’ve gotten Paul’s gospel right when we are accused of the very same thing.

17. “Too much grace encourages people to sin” said the Covenant Nomists to Paul, the Roman Catholic Church to Martin Luther and the Reformers who followed, and the Protestant neo-Pietists of our day to those who preach Paul correctly. Paul will begin to answer that charge next week.  
18. But in these last two sentences of chapter 5 he takes up the primary purpose of the Mosaic Law.

II. LEX SEMPER ACUSAT (5:20-21)
A. Law Defines, Reveals, Exposes (20)
1. Paul writes, “20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
2. He has written in this chapter that the law wasn’t even necessary to condemn us since we’ve already been declared condemned because of our union with Adam.

3. In chapter 3:19-20 he told us that the purpose of God’s Law was to scream over all our self-defense and rationalizations; “JUST SHUT UP!” screams the Law.
4. If the Mosaic Law plays no part in our justification, if God does not declare us right at the final judgment on the basis of our good works, then why did he give the Law through Moses and the angels?

5. The law came in to increase the trespass…. Does that means God wanted MORE sin in the world?  Paul uses as word here that means “the law entered alongside of” or “slipped in unnoticed.”

6. That’s interesting, isn’t it?  How could this code of conduct delivered as a covenant of works on the top of a flaming volcano that shook the ground and terrified all of Israel be said to have “slipped in unnoticed”?
7. It’s possible that Paul simply means “the Law was added alongside of” man’s guilt in Adam.  But it’s also quite likely the Law slipped in unnoticed.
8. When God gave the Law through Moses, we read in Exodus 19:8, “The people were unanimous in their response: ‘Everything God says, we will do.’” [The Message].  People terrified by the earthquakes, the fire, the angelic trumpets displaying God’s holiness were blind to God’s written demand for their holiness.  God’s physical presence was terrifying; but they saw God’s demand for holiness as “doable.”
9. In that sense, the Law slipped in unnoticed, given to exists alongside the sin of Adam imputed to all humans. It wasn’t given to increase sin’s existence, but to increase our awareness of its existence, to shout for all of us to just shut up before the Holy Judge of all things.

10. In 7:7, Paul will tell us the Law defines sin. The Law reveals the nature of sin at a deeper level than our conscience ever could (Ps. 51:4, “Against you, you only have I sinned…”). 

11. Finally, the Law exposes sin’s power over us. Picture the alcoholic whose physician warns him his live is the size of a football and if he doesn’t stop drinking he will surely die.  NOW, the poor man is up against a law: do this and live; do that an die.  Before Dr. Law gave him a life-or-death command, the man told himself he could stop drinking anytime he wanted.  But when the law came, he realized he was unable to want to stop.  The law of physical health has shown the man he is powerless to stop drinking without help.
12. But God’s law is far more demanding.  We don’t need “help” to keep it.  We need to die.  Only the death of our sin nature, which will never fully happen in this life, can bring about our holiness.  
13. That’s why the primary purpose of God’s Law, for Christian and unchristian alike, it to accuse.  As Luther said, “The Law always accuses.” To that we may add, “But grace ALWAYS excuses!”
14. We worry sometimes about our assurance of salvation precisely because the Law always accuses.  It never stops accusing.  That is its job.  Dr. Law assures you, “Do good and live; do bad and die.  You have done bad; you will die.”
B. Grace Reigns (21)
1. But Dr. Grace promises rightly what the devil promised wrongly to Eve. “You will not surely die.”  Why? Because if you are trusting into Christ, he has paid it all.  
2. The Law always accuses; grace always excuses – not on the basis of your trying harder and doing more, but on the basis of Christ’s finished work.
There is a dialogue between the Christian and Dr. Law.  It always goes something like this
:

‘Man,’ says the law of God, ‘have you obeyed my commands?’

‘No,’ says the sinner saved by grace. ‘I have disobeyed them, in the person of my representative Adam, but also I have personally and repeatedly sinned in thought, word and deed.’

‘Well, then, sinner,’ says the law of God, ‘have you paid the penalty which I pronounced upon disobedience?’ 

‘No,’ says the sinner, ‘I have not paid the penalty myself; but Christ has paid it for me. He was my representative when He died there on the cross. So far as the penalty is concerned, I am clear.’

‘Well, then, sinner,’ says the law of God, ‘how about the conditions which God to obtain assured blessedness? Have you stood the test? Have you merited eternal life by perfect obedience?’

‘No,’ says the sinner, ‘I have not merited eternal life by my own perfect obedience. God and my own conscience know that even after I became a Christian I have sinned in thought, word and deed. But although I have not merited eternal life by any obedience of my own, Christ has merited it for me by His perfect obedience. He did not subject himself to the law for his own sake. No obedience was required of Him for Himself, since He was Lord of all. The earthly obedience He rendered to the law was rendered as my representative. I have no righteousness of my own, but clad in Christ’s perfect righteousness, imputed to me and received by trust alone, I can glory in the fact that so far as I am concerned the probation has been kept and as God is true there awaits me the glorious reward which Christ has earned for me.’
If you are trusting into Christ this morning be assured of this: There is therefore now no condemnation for those that are in Christ Jesus.  Do you get it?  You can now shout to Dr. Law, “Just shut up!”
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