What in the World is God Doing?
21: What Do You Want to Do? Part 2
Romans 6:1-14
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we trust that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Two weeks ago we examined Paul’s summation of Romans 5 in the phrase, “Where sin multiplied, grace hyper-abounded.” The Law always accuses; grace always excuses because Christ has provided the satisfaction.  
When Paul wrote so forcefully about guilt and grace in chapters 4 and 5, he knew he needed to answer the logical argument that “too much grace leads to sin” The Judaizers for Jesus speakers followed Paul across the Eastern Mediterranean. “Grace gets you ‘in’ with God,” they said, “but only good works can earn you blessing and approval to stay in with God. The New Covenant is conditional; it has demands Christians must fulfill to participate in their salvation.” 

In chapter 6, Paul continues discussion of the certainty of our justification.  He wrote in chapter 5 of sin and law as two powers reigning over all humans by virtue of their union with Adam, their federal head. The Law was given to display sin, magnify guilt, and show our need for right-standing with God through Jesus’ perfection and sacrifice.  Christ’s work is permanent and, unalterable.  That is why grace hyper-abounds in the face of Law-guilt and sin.
So how does the reign of grace in chapter 5 deal with powers of Law-guilt and sin? “…if grace is destined to triumph in us, as Paul says it is, doesn’t this inevitably lead to loose living? In fact, doesn’t this even suggest that we should sin more so that grace might have even more space in which to be triumphant?”

In Romans 6 and 7, “Paul shows that union with Christ also frees the believer from the tyranny of sin and from the regime of the law. …these chapters are fundamental to Paul’s demonstration that the believer’s justification unleashes the ‘power of God for salvation’” and transfers the Christian from the realm of sin (ch. 6) and law (ch. 7) into the reign of grace.
  

I. WE KNOW (6:1-10)
A. Inference and Answer (1-2)
1. What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died [aor.; definite past act] to sin still live in it? 
2. “Too much grace” is the argument of the Covenant Nomists; it’s the argument of the Semi-Pelagians of Roman Catholicism against all the Reformers. It’s the argument against ANYONE who preaches the Gospel correctly, as Lloyd-Jones points out.

3. “Yes, grace; but, grace in its proper place. Grace plus my working faith or faithful works is the answer. Grace and works are the two equal arms of the body of salvation,” say Paul’s opponents. 
4. Paul replies God’s grace is utterly incompatible with slavery to sin.  “Tell me what to do.” Here’s what to do: Don’t sin!
5. The verb shall we continue or shall we stay on or keep on (in sin) tells us Paul has in mind a habitual, continual action.  Shall we continue to live under the reign of sin?
6. What does the reign of sin look like?  He told us back in chapter 1. “28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them” (1:28-32).
7. The lost know they’re sinning; they know what God requires.  But they don’t care.  They are not able to care; it’s not in their nature to repent. So they approve of sin and rebellion and encourage others to rebel.  They are unable to stop sinning.
8. Paul is writing of sin as a power in this context (cf. vv. 1, 10, 12-14).  Christ broke the power of sin in his sacrificial death (v. 6), changing the believer’s identity once for all.
 
9. Believers are now able to not sin. Should believers live without any conviction of sin?  Good heavens no!  It’s impossible for Christians to live entirely and completely enslaved to sin because, in Christ the Last Adam, we have died to sin (a once-for-all-time, past action).  

10. If union with Christ is the only source of holiness, then it cannot be any source for sin.

B. Explanation (3-10)
1. In vv. 3-10, he explains WHY it’s impossible for us to be entirely ruled by the power of our sin nature. Our moral atmosphere has changed. We have learned new facts.
2. Four times in Romans 6, Paul appeals to the believer’s knowledge.  “Don’t you know…” (v.3); “We know…” (v. 6); “We know…” (v. 9); and, “Don’t you know…” (v. 16).  
3. The fact that grace hyper-abounds where sin multiplies means Christians do not live under slavery to sin because they know certain propositions (6:1-10) by which they maintain certain attitudes (11-14).

4. We know we are judicially and mediatorily represented by the Lord Jesus who dealt with sin through his cross work.
 We died with Christ; we were buried with Christ; we arose to new life with Christ.
5. Let me put it into the language of modern technology: Jesus Christ has programed new software and installed it into believers by the Holy Spirit.
6. In chapter 7 Paul will show us even though we have new software, it is installed into old hardware.  What happens when you have a 12+-year-old computer (the body of sin, v. 6) trying to run the newest version of Windows or Apple IOS?  It doesn’t run smoothly or consistently. You have a conflict.
  
7. Chapter 6 is Paul’s explanation of the Grace Operating System’s relation to sin.  6:15 through 7:24 explains Grace Operating System’s relation to God’s Law.

8. Romans 7:13-24 will show us our present old hardware/new software conflict and the inevitable solution (our death and resurrection into new hardware/glorified bodies).
9. Some people try to make this old hardware/new software issue work by generating emotional experiences; if I can FEEL God, I can make everything run smoothly.  Other Christians try to make it work by following certain prescribed rituals or checklists.
10. Sanctification, the more-efficient running of the new software, doesn’t come by feeling or rituals or checklists.  Paul here says it comes by knowledge – knowing your old software is wiped away, knowing one day your will receive new hardware, knowing that our new software frees us to stop focusing on ourselves and begin focusing on loving God and our neighbors. 
11. It’s impossible for one known by Christ to return to the old operating system of Adam 1.0.  You will not, you CANNOT, be ruled by sin as a governing principle because your new OS brings the knowledge of crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection in Christ.
12. Paul, of course, doesn’t speak in terms of computer technology. He speaks in terms of baptism. We were baptized into Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. He’s not making a direct reference to the rite of water baptism (either sprinkling babies or dunking adults); he’s not giving instructions about the proper mode of water baptism.
13. He’s speaking of baptism in terms of identity. In 1 Cor. 10:1-2 he says the Israelites were baptized into Moses when they crossed on dry land through the Red Sea (the only immersion being that of Pharaoh’s army).  In Gal. 3:27 he writes of being baptized into Christ as being clothed with Christ (no water referenced there).
14. The actual rite of water baptism IS a sign and seal of our new identity in a new covenant relationship with God. It represents an objective fact, something we know to be true. Like a wedding ring, it’s something to which we can look to remind us of a change in identity. Burial is a seal of death; baptism is a seal of death and resurrection.
15. Our identity change is from self to Christ. Adam 1.0 is all about self: what I demand to feel satisfied, content, and in control of my life.  Our new software (Adam 2.0) is all about Christ: what Christ has done, is doing, and will do.
16. The only remedy is for my outdated hardware to die.  Luke 9:23, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  

17. Paul tells us the new reality is your flesh (old hardware) already is counted as dead (past event; aorist tense) because when you are in Christ your old man WILL be killed off and you WILL receive the new resurrection hardware to run your new software perfectly (vv. 5-10: united in death … shall be united with him in a resurrection).
18. God is done with fallen humanity. The remedy is NOT for your fallen nature to get better by following more rules. It must die and be resurrected anew. Christ must increase; Adam 1.0 must die.
19. So, in light of that past death in the objective work of Christ, what do I do in this present struggle between old hardware and new software?  “Tell me what to do now before my earthly death and eternal life.”  As John Calvin would say, “You’re in luck.” That’s what vv. 11-14 cover.

II. WE MUST CONSIDER (6:11-14)
A. Life of Trust (11-13)
1. What do I do now as I await my new, perfect hardware? “11 So you also must be considering yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
2. In 12:2 Paul will put it this way, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
3. How many times so far in Romans has Paul told us “what to do”?  The answer is, “Not once.” This is the very first “what to do” in his letter. It opens up a whole can of “what to do” to follow. 
4. Paul has been laying detailed ground work for us by telling us what we know about the Gospel. All of the “what to do” is based upon the reality of our death, burial, and resurrection in Christ.
5. This word translated “must be considering yourselves” is the same word translated previously as “reckon,” or “counted.”  It appeared 11 times in chapter 4 to describe the great exchange of our sins for Christ’s righteousness. It will reappear in chapter 8.
6. It’s where we get our words, “log” (log book), “ledger,” “logistics,” “logic,” etc.  It refers to an actual /factual event.  In this case the actual/factual is what God has already done for us that we must constantly trust as true: Christ is dead to the power of sin; you must trust you are dead to sin’s power.
7. Christ’s perfect life and sacrificial death and glorious resurrection have been counted/reckoned to you.  So you also must trust, count, reckon yourself as crucified, dead, and buried to sin and resurrected to a new life. You must trust what God declares. You cannot crucify yourself. Christ has already done that for you. 
8. So Paul’s starting point in the “tell me what to do” business is to constantly be reckoning, to be continually accounting the Gospel be true.  This is critical to understand!  What you do is based upon what you trust.
9. If I trust the ice is thick enough to hold me up, I will walk out onto the frozen lake – maybe only a few frightful steps at first, but I will step out.  If I trust God has already done everything needed for me to be right with him, I am free to serve my neighbor without regard for earning more approval from men or God.
10. This is not a command for us to die to sin. Jesus already died to sin for us as a once-for-all-time act (v. 2 died to sin, aorist tense: one-time past action). God is not interested in making Adam 1.0 a better person. He has declared your old Adam dead in Christ. 
11. Paul is not saying sin is a dead power in me.  I still have the flesh, the old hardware struggling against the new software. Paul is not saying sin has been completely eradicated.  It will not be eradicated until Christ returns and consummates all things to himself and gives you your new hardware.
12. Paul is not saying we are “dead to sin” as long as we are fighting against it. That would make his statement experiential and subjective rather than the objective fact he clearly states. He’s pointing you to facts in the ledger book, not to feelings or personal experiences.
13. He doesn’t mean that counting myself dead to sin makes me dead to sin.  That is completely backwards.  In Christ, we are already dead to sin and we are to count on, to trust that actual/factual event.
 
14. Jesus paid sin’s penalty through his death. Jesus broke sin’s power and destroyed sin’s wages in his death and resurrection. Adam 1.0 can be reckoned dead already.  New hardware is on order and its arrival is certain; it won’t get lost in shipping.
15. So we count on, we trust the facts that we are dead to the enslaving power of sin AND we are alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Once we were enslaved in sin, wrath, judgment, and death.  But now by the gift of trust into Christ, we alive to the new realities of grace, obedience, righteousness, and eternal life.
16. This new life in Christ, this new software installed by God, makes us a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17-18). Scripture speaks of this as regeneration, being born again (Jn. 3:7).  
17. It’s a reference back to Adam’s creation.  Originally, Adam was a lifeless lump of flesh until God breathed into him and Adam become a living being (Gen. 2:7), alive to God and all things. Believers, by being born again, become responsive to God who breathes life into us.

18. This new life, new software, frees us from slavery to the power of sin embedded in our old hardware like treasures in jars of clay (2 Cor. 4:7). It enables us to not sin and sets us on a course to a new destiny, the perfect, eternal, and sin-free City of God. 
19. Paul describes this new reality to the church at Philippi, “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. …one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12–14).
20. Vv. 12-13 tells us our old hardware is mortal.  That is, our present bodies are subject to planned obsolescence. They struggle against our new software in “a continual and irreconcilable war.”
  
21. But our flesh, our sin nature, does not have to control our lives. It often does; otherwise, Paul would not need to tell us not to let it dominate our lives. 
B. Promised Reign of Grace (14)
1. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

2. Paul has been starkly plain about what to do: don’t re-subject yourself sin’s slavery! Just stop it! Trust what God says about you, not what you say to yourself.
3. He closes this section by again reminding us of what we are now and what we will be completely – the already and the not yet.  Already we are no longer under the Law’s guilt, no longer in slavery to sin’s dominion, and no longer under God’s just sentence of death.  One day, our Adam 1.0 hardware will be replaced with brand new, eternal, and eternally-perfect Adam 2.0 hardware to run perfectly our new software.
4. The Law given to Adam and to Israel can reflect our sins back to us; it can instruct us on who God is and what God demands.  But it cannot ever save.  It cannot save the lost.  It cannot save the believer. 
5. Only God’s grace in Christ Jesus can deliver you from your guilt, buy you out from death row, and place you into a new life. Grace not only pardons but cleanses. God’s one-way love fully redeems.  
6. But if we let our old hardware, our flesh take over our Christian life by trying to manage sin, the Old Adam will only lie to us that we are getting “better and better” while blinding us to the fact we have simply become more subtle, more cleaver sinners. Adam 1.0 craves glory; it hates repentance and dependence; it must die and it shall die.

7. Adam 1.0 hates admitting sins of the heart, especially if he can make a show of admitting obvious, minor outward sins to prove outward behavior modification and relative morality. 
8. Adam 1.0 hardware hates dependence upon Christ and upon the fellow-sinners of Christ’s Church. He loves the appearance of righteousness, but he hates submitting to the Word preached, prayed, sung, and displayed in the sacraments.

9. The solution Paul offers is repentance and death. Adam 1.0 must and shall die.  Here is what to do: you are to reckon/count/consider/ trust that Adam 1.0 is dead. Count the flesh as dead already and live to Christ.
Paul told the Corinthians:
…if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way… 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you (2 Cor. 4:3-12).
“Tell me what to do.” Knowing, trusting the Word to be true, what do you WANT to do?
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