What in the World is God Doing?
Part 33: Who Condemns?
Romans 8:33-34
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 



“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In these final few sentences of Romans 8, the apostle asks us five questions to sum up this great section on the absolute assurance of our salvation in Christ. It is as if Paul is daring anything or anyone in the universe to try to stand against the purposes of God.
Last week, we looked at two questions: (1) “If God is for us, who can be against us?” and (2) “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” This morning, we come to another question as Paul concludes his case for Christian assurance and peace: “Who shall bring any charge against those whom God has chosen…Who shall condemn?”

The truth behind the first great question is that God is for us. Therefore, “Who can be against us?” The truth in the second question is that God has already given us the best gift he could possibly have given. Therefore, “How will he not also, along with [Christ], graciously give us all things?”
What is the truth in this third question? It is that God has completely and eternally justified us. No charge can be brought against those whom God has chosen if God, the supreme Judge of the entire universe, has acquitted them.
  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:1). Justification is the opposite of condemnation.
God planned it all. God paid it all. God preserves it all. If the Godhead has gone to such an infinite extent to deliver you out of slavery into sonship and heirship, then he is certainly doing everything to carry you along to eternal glory. He has spared nothing to bring it about, not even his own Son. 
The Father granted an eternal inheritance of glory to the Son; that glory is being shared with us; and by grace alone we participate in the benefits of what rightfully belongs to Christ alone. God delivers up his own Son for us, demonstrating his unalterable plan to give us everything that he has promised and set apart for his Son.

I. THE ENEMY CONDEMNS (8:33)
A. Servant’s Song 

1. Paul asks, “33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? …Who is to condemn?
2. It’s possible to get so enraptured with these beautiful words of Paul that we lose sight of the fact that Paul is simply expounding upon God’s promises already made through the prophet Isaiah.

3. You may recall Isaiah, from chapter 40 on, sees God’s people being exiled in Babylon.  He sees the Persian King Cyrus coming to deliver the Jews from Babylonian rule and allow their return to the Land. But Isaiah sees the need for a greater savior than the political power of Cyrus.

4. So in the second half of Isaiah’s prophecy, a mysterious figure emerges called “the Servant of the Lord.” He appears in at least four passages in chapters 42, 49, 50, and 53 (the suffering servant).

5. In Isaiah 50, the servant (who is the Lord Jesus Christ) is faced with the very same issues that Paul raises here in Romans 8. The servant gives his back to those who strike him and his cheeks to those who pull out his beard.
6. Isaiah says the Servant did not hide his face from disgrace and spitting. These words become literally true in the Gospel narratives about our Lord Jesus’ Christ.  

7. The Servant sings, “But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?
8. Isaiah then concludes the Servant’s song by saying, “Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?” (Isa. 50:10). Can you see it? Paul’s teaching isn’t new or novel. He’s teaching us how to use our Bibles.

9. Paul, echoing Isaiah, is saying, “I find myself oppressed at every point. All these pressures, these accusations, these attempts to condemn me, these powerful elements of this world that might appear to separate me from God’s love in Christ Jesus – they are all nothing! They are nothing because I am IN Christ Jesus.
10. “Even though it seems that darkness is all around me, all this opposition will wear out like a moth-eaten garment. Opposition is temporary. God is eternal. I WILL TRUST IN MY GOD!” So we see Paul looking around the universe and concluding there is no power, no government, or no enemy that can strip away the glory Christ will share with Paul.
11. More than that, this is every believer’s birthright. It is our Father’s good pleasure that we should know these things and be able to stand in that knowledge, whatever the pressures and circumstances that oppose us – be they political or personal, financial or spiritual.
12. As Paul wrote at the beginning of chapter 5, “Through [Christ] we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom. 5:2-5).
13. Who shall harm you by accusation? Who shall harm you by condemnation? There is an indictment and a verdict in these two verses.
B. Courtroom Imagery
1. The tenses are future because there is no question about the believer’s “future grace” or “final justification.” Paul’s language is legal. This is the stuff of criminal prosecution and defense: indictments, prosecutors, defendants, trial, proof, verdict, and judgment.
2. The Book of Romans was penned by the former chief prosecutor of the Jewish Counsel’s Jesus Movement Task Force. But Paul ultimately was arrested by Jesus (Acts 9:1-8) and went to work for a new law firm: “Father, Son, Holy Spirit.”
3. So it shouldn’t shock us that Paul now speaks about judgment. The only reason to fear God’s judgment is if you rest any part of your defense on your own goodness, your human effort, your earned merit. That defense, Paul proved in Romans 1-3, will bring a guilty verdict and death sentence.
4. Yet, trusting into the salvation Jesus provides doesn’t stop our sin-tainted consciences from accusing us. It doesn’t stop the devil from accusing us. It doesn’t stop other people from accusing us. So Paul is bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ to bear upon our life experiences.
5. We can trust that salvation is in Christ alone and still find ourselves in great difficulties. Paul is addressing these great struggles. So he asks, “Who can indict you?” or “Who can charge you with an offense?” 

6. Paul has told us the voice of God’s holy law can accuse us (7:13 ff.). So he showed us how we need to keep returning to Mount Calvary if we want to drown out the voices of accusation.

7. When our consciences accuse us of not being good enough, or smart enough, or pretty enough, or successful enough, or popular enough what are we going to do? You won’t get very far trying to argue with the natural law written on your heart. There is always MORE to achieve.
8. You can deny the accusations; but they won’t go away. They won’t stop for long. All humans KNOW they do not measure up; they fall short. John puts it this way, “whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything” (1 Jn. 3:20). 
9. God sees exactly what I am; he knows everything my conscience screams and his response to all our failure is greater than anyone’s indictment. He looks upon his perfect Son and pardons us for Jesus’ sake.
10. Do you see that? The glory war has been won already! That’s HUGE in a culture where success is EVERYTHING; but the world, the devil, and the voice within continue to indict me as a failure.

11. Notice Paul asks, “WHO can indict God’s elect?” Last week, we saw how Job’s dear church friends grew nastier and nastier in their “Yes, but…” accusations against him as he continued to rest upon the grace of God and long for the defense of his redeemer.

12. But we learn at the very beginning of Job’s story, it’s actually Satan at work as the great cosmic prosecutor in God’s eternal courtroom. Satan trades in guilt. We need to know that for the sake of our Christian lives.

13. We see that in Zechariah 3. Zechariah sees Joshua, high priest of Israel, standing in God’s eternal courtroom clothed in filthy garments – a picture of sin and failure. Satan stands next to Joshua accusing him of being filthy and unfit to serve God.
14. Zech. 3:2, “And the Lord said to Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?’ ”
15. Satan is prosecuting his indictment. “Look at this man. How can he possibly be fit to serve you? Impossible! Unthinkable! He’s unclean, a wretched sinner, a total loser!” Then the defense attorney, the Angel of the Lord, our advocate the Lord Jesus Christ, speaks up.

16. 3:4, “And the angel said to those who were standing before him, ‘Remove the filthy garments from him.’ And to[Joshua] he said, ‘Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.’”
II. GOD JUSTIFIES (8:34)
A. Jesus Died
1. You need to see yourself standing where Joshua the filthy high priest stood as Satan comes to prosecute, as he so often does; as your mind fills with the consciousness of your sin and total unworthiness, as the prosecutor stabs his finger into your face and points out the private sin you’re so desperate to keep hidden. YOU NEED TO LISTEN TO YOUR DEFENSE ATTORNEY AND TO THE JUDGE’S VERDICT. 
2. These accusations are very real. Some of you are plagued with them and you don’t know where to go or to whom you should turn. You dare not tell a soul about this guilt, these awful charges rightly leveled against you.
3. Satan isn’t just a prosecutor. He’s also a blackmailer. He wants you to keep these charges a secret. “Don’t tell ANYONE about this,” he says. “Nobody can know what a loser you are!” Satan doesn’t want a public trail because he knows exactly what the verdict will be. He knows the judgment has already been handed down.

4. He knows that the light he shines upon your dreadful sins is like the light you see from a star so far out into time and space that the star died light years ago! It’s a ghost image of something no longer there, long gone, long obliterated.
5. What plea will you enter to this indictment? Will you respond that you have tried to live a decent Christian life? Will you testify that people have been converted through your testimony? 
6. Will you plead that people admire you and respect you? Maybe you wish to plead that you used to be really bad, but you have gotten better; sure, not perfect, but better. You used to steal people’s stuff but now you only steal their reputations with gossip and grumbling.
7. NO! Paul says, “It is God who justifies [declares us innocent]. 34 Who is to condemn [pronounce us guilty]? Christ Jesus is the one who died…” 
8. The very one against whom you have sinned and do sin is the very one who has already tried you, judged you in Christ, and declared you legally, eternally innocent of all charges!
B. Jesus Was Raised
1. Satan’s prosecution is futile because your verdict doesn’t depend upon you working up enough guilt and performing enough penance. The answer is not inside of you; it’s outside of you in Christ, by means of his death AND his resurrection.
2. “…more than that, who was raised….” How do you know Jesus actually DID pay it all? You know because he was raised from the dead as proof that the Heavenly Judge accepted Christ’s perfect life lived for you and Christ’s sacrificial death in your place.
3.  “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments” (Zech. 3:4). You’re clothed in Christ’s righteousness approved by the Father who announces his verdict by means of an empty garden tomb.
4. Christian, what is your plea? It is this: “Jesus, THY blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress; midst flaming worlds, in THESE arrayed, with joy shall I life up my head. Bold shall I stand in thy great day; for who aught to my charge shall lay? FULLY ABSOLVED through these I am from sin and fear and guilt and shame.” 

5. Because there is a man in heaven, I KNOW his blood and righteousness is perfectly and eternally acceptable to the judge. Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that, who was raised….”
6. No accusation can stick. No condemnation can stand! 

C. Seated at Counsel Table
1. So long as you look inside yourself, the accuser’s charges will always pierce your conscience. His fiery darts will find their mark. But Paul is saying, “there is a place to look; that place is outside of you.”
2. We are all plagued with the “Yes, but…” of doubt and accusation. Perhaps you’re feeling that this morning. Perhaps there is something in your past (distant or recent) that keeps on nagging at you.

3. You look around this morning and you see relief on the faces of people confessing their sins and receiving absolution with joy and peace; you LONG to be like them; but something is gnawing at your soul.

4. Maybe you’re not one of those people but you know someone who is just like that. What do you say to them? What assurance can you have? What assurance can you give?

5. Before you were called to trust Christ, Satan worked to HIDE your sinfulness and tell you God’s law made no difference. Nobody’s perfect; it’s no big deal. It’s all good.

6. O but now your trust is in Christ. And the devil works to uncover every evil thought and word and deed as evidence that you are FAR beyond God’s grace and utterly condemned.
7. There is a vast difference between the Holy Spirit leading you to confession, repentance, and absolution and the devil working to drag you into doubt and the pit of despair.

8. The difference is this:  “Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than that, who was raised –who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” There is a man in heaven!
9. The enemy PREYS UPON you. The Holy Spirit PRAYS FOR YOU. The enemy points AT you. The Spirit prays for you in your weakness and points you toward the Son who is working as your heavenly defense attorney.
10. Do you feel condemned this morning? WHO is condemning you? If you are in Christ, it’s NOT God who is condemning you! God is defending you!

11. All your condemnation has fallen upon the Lord Jesus Christ at Mount Calvary. His resurrection means the Father has accepted Christ’s work for you. And NOW he is defending you against the futile prosecution of the devil.

12. The prosecutor stands, beating upon the lectern as he screams of filthy garments and unfitness and all of our death-worthy offenses. But our defense attorney isn’t standing at all. No! He is seated. 
13. Heb. 1:3, “After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” Satan, by the way, is an angel; and Jesus is far superior and far more excellent.

14. Jesus is seated because his perfect life and sacrificial death and glorious resurrection and ascension are finished once and for all time. He doesn’t need to stand. He sits and argues your innocence.

15.  Do you get the imagery? We are all just poor copies of Peter. Before the rooster crowed three times, Peter had denied the One on his way to pay for Peter’s sins, and yours, and mine!
16. Can you imagine Satan standing before Simon Peter shouting “Condemned, condemned, condemned!” But, then we’re told Peter remembered the Word the of the Lord: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Lk. 22:31-32).
17. It is an all-sufficient salvation! Christ died for your condemnation. He rose for your justification. He is seated at the right hand of God praying for you.
That’s why we enjoy singing together so much isn’t it?
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.

God planned it all. God paid it all. God preserves it all.  The saints in heaven are far happier than we who have but a short time to journey on this earth. Yes, they are far happier.  BUT they are NOT more secure!
� Moo, 541: “There are at least six possible ways to punctuate this verse and the next; but the best alternative is the one that emerges most clearly in the NASB: “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns?”
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