What in the World is God Doing?
Part 41: Torah’s Terminus
Romans 10:1-4
30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, 


“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

10 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
Have you ever become so exasperated with somebody you have simply given up on them? Every so often I see those pearls of Facebook meme wisdom declaring that life is too short to spend around toxic people. You may hear popular prosperity preachers saying the same thing – distance yourself from negative people.

Yet here is the apostle Paul, covered in scars from head to toe, praying with tears for his fellow Jews – who have beaten him, stoned him, and tried to poison his ministry praying passionately for their salvation.
But isn’t this the same Paul who later instructs the Romans, “…watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them” (Rom. 16:17)? Three times he warns Pastor Timothy to avoid gossipers and quarrelsome people (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 2:16; 3:5; see also: Titus 3:9; 2 Thess. 3:14; 1 Tim. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:23). Why doesn’t Paul take his own advice?
The difference is Paul’s passion for seeing God save sinners. Paul flatly instructs us to avoid professing Christians unrepentantly bent on fueling church gossip, feeding congregational quarrels, or stirring up theological controversy. But we are to flee TOWARD unbelievers, no matter how unpleasant they may be.  How upside down the professing church often is!
These deep doctrines of the discriminating grace of God to individual sinners in Romans 9-11 are essential to Paul’s message of the gospel; they are not mere add-ons. He has told us that the Israel of promise are those individuals upon whom God has chosen to shed his one-way love entirely independent of the individual’s merit or relative morality.
He has explained that God CAN blame sinful human beings for rejecting his freely-offered salvation precisely because they have made a free choice to reject Christ Jesus. He has shown that both Jew and Gentile are born into Adam’s sin and guilt so that both need the imputed righteousness of Christ and his imputed sin sacrifice.
Now he is going to deal more particularly with WHY the Jews reject Messiah Jesus, why they have stumbled over Christ – but only after he reminds us again of his passion to see them come to Christ. God discriminating grace does not prevent Paul from praying for the salvation of the lost.

I. PRAYER (10:1-2)
A. Never Give Up; Never Surrender (1)
1. Far from writing off his violent and angry Jewish opponents and pronouncing them all as “going to hell,” we find the apostle weeping and praying for them. 
2. Remember, Paul isn’t just praying for the people who passively reject his message, who just can’t quite get it but are still courteous. He is praying for nasty people – like Saul Paulus of Tarsus!
3. Paul is also praying for the insufferably self-righteous, for the violently hateful, for those who persecute Christians as infidels. Only the presence of Christ in you can produce that kind of heart for the lost.
4. If you have been reading Romans 9–11, you may have noticed each chapter begins with an expression of intense concern by Paul for his own people. In Romans 9 he says that he has great sorrow and increasing anguish in his heart for Israel.
5. In Romans 11 he declares, “God did not reject his people,” even though the rejection of Jesus by the majority of Jews seems to suggest it. Here in chapter 10, he writes that his “heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they might be saved.”
6. Paul continues his argument that the promises of God have not failed for Israel. The reason people do not believe is that they are trying to earn salvation (in whole or in part) by their own good works. And they are proud of their efforts, which is why they refuse to receive salvation as God’s gift.

7. And yet, Paul doesn’t write them off like you and I would be naturally inclined to do. He continues earnest prayer for them because, he writes, it’s his heart’s delight … that they might be saved.

8. We might think, following a challenging and theologically rich discourse on sovereign election, that prayer for the lost is wasted effort.  The fact that failure to believe is a human failure, not a divine one, doesn’t stop Paul from praying, even in light of divine election.

9. God doesn’t stamp human foreheads with “elect” or “not elect” tattoos. The ultimate destiny of each and every individual is a matter of God’s secret counsel. If we give up concern for the lost, we cross over the boundary between God’s prerogative and man’s.
10. We cannot know God’s secret counsel, only what he reveals to us in the Bible. So we absolutely should pray for the lost. One way in which God works to call sinners to repentance is through the preaching of the word. Another way is through prayer. So, when we pray, God answers our prayers and saves those for whom he moves us to pray.
11. If God has ordained to save a certain individual through our prayers, it is as necessary that we pray for that individual as it is that the individual be saved. Indeed, we MUST pray, since the individual will not be saved apart from the ordained intercession.

B. Irrationalism and Zeal (2)
1. In 10:2, Paul returns to the “Why most Jews are rejecting Jesus as Messiah” question. He began discussing this in 9:32 when he said Jews did not pursue the Mosaic Law by means of trust, but by means of works.
2. Now he testifies that his fellow Jews are zealous for God. No doubt there were many secular-minded Jews in Paul’s day, like the tax collectors and politicians who gladly aligned with Roman authorities. But for the most part, Jews took religion very seriously.

3. Pharisee Saul Paulus of Tarsus was one of the serious-minded Jews. He had come to Jerusalem from Tarsus in modern-day Turkey, had studied under the great Jewish rabbi Gamaliel, and had thrown himself into the defense of Judaism with a passion few even among the Pharisees could match. 
4. Years later, writing to the Philippians, he claimed that he had proved his zeal for God by persecuting Christians (Phil. 3:6). Paul was an expert in the art of religious zeal.

5. Nineteenth century Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard popularized the idea that the content of one’s beliefs was irrelevant; only the level of one’s zeal mattered.  A zealous Hindu could enter heaven but a cold orthodox Christian would be excluded.
6. Paul clearly disagrees with Kierkegaard when he writes of his fellow Jews, “they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.” Zeal, or passion, is a neutral thing. In our day, we are supposed to be open to everyone’s version of “the truth.”
7. On the contrary, Christianity teaches that all are lost and that even the religiously zealous are not saved by zeal. We are saved by Christ alone, received by trust into Christ alone. Anything else is not true Christianity.

8. There are a number of sovereign grace teachers today who identify themselves with Reformed theology and teach that a person can be justified by trust alone but without the right amount of passion and works he or she cannot enter into heaven at the final judgment. 

9. That is a modern example of zeal not according to knowledge. Like the Judiazers for Jesus of Paul’s day, their teaching attaches some form of works (emotional, actual, or a combination of both) to the finished work of Christ.

10. We are either declared right with God ONLY on the basis of Christ work, or we must somehow manage to access heaven with some portion of our own merit. And we can NEVER be certain if we have merited enough if we are under an “earn to enter” covenant.
11. Paul has been teaching this to God’s people for 2 millennia and STILL sinful humans continue to seek cleaver ways to add their own merit into God’s recipe for right standing with him. To this day, people are still objecting that Biblical Christianity is “antinomian” – that man must pay some price to earn salvation.

12.  The key to proper zeal is knowledge.
II. RIGHTNESS AND WRONGNESS (10:3-4)
A. Establishmentarianism (3)
1.  3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.
2. The Jews most certainly understood that God was righteous, in contrast to the capricious and often-immoral Roman gods. They had been given the Mosaic Law that revealed God’s righteous, moral character.
3. Paul says Jewish ignorance was two-fold. First, they were ignorant of the righteousness of God. The Jews understood that God himself declared people righteous (in right standing with him). 

4. A good Jew would never openly declare himself righteous apart from God’s electing grace. But to the Jew, God’s electing grace consisted of choosing Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and in providing the Mosaic Law as a system to maintain their elect status.
5. Maintaining covenant faithfulness by having the intention to perform law, by performing penance for sins, and by making animal sacrifices earned the zealous Jew the supposed right to stay in covenant with God.
6. To them, that WAS the righteousness of God. But Paul says, the righteousness of God means God’s work to bring people into relationship with himself. This “justifying” activity of God is manifested in Christ (3:21) and proclaimed in the gospel (1:17). 

7. The righteousness of God, required for the entirety of our salvation, is NOT HUMAN RIGHTEOUSNESS but entirely God’s righteousness. Since God demands divine righteousness, it can only be obtained from God as a free gift.
B. Disestablishmentarianism (3)
1. Their second mistake of ignorance was that they were seeking to establish their own righteousness. Paul is saying there appear to be two kinds of righteousness: God’s righteousness and human righteousness and that the basic spiritual failure of human beings is that they are so pleased with their own righteousness (relative morality) that they refuse the righteousness of God, which they need if they are to be saved from sin.

2. Paul says, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. “Righteousness” is found thirty-three times in Romans, as compared with seven times each in Matthew and 2 Corinthians, which are the books using it most frequently except for Romans. 
3. The word occurs eight times alone in Romans 9:30 through 10:6. The longer phrase, “the righteousness of God,” is found eight times, one of these also being in our text.
4. With modern humans, the word “righteousness” is an ethical virtue. But to ancient Hebrews, the word primarily conveyed the idea of a legal standing. God is righteous, so righteousness in man is that which enables us to stand before him: “The man who is ultimately righteous is the one who is acquitted when tried at the bar of God’s justice.”

5. This is no legal fiction. The one who trusts into Christ has Christ’s real and true righteousness deposited into her account.
6. In the language of the Bible, God is the ONLY one who is righteous. It is a part of his nature, closely connected with his holiness – a quality that sets God apart from his creation. This is what Paul will continue to explain to us in this 10th chapter of Romans. 
7. The difference between God’s righteousness and man’s righteousness is like the difference between a dollar and Monopoly money.  I might get really good at the game of Monopoly and win so often I have a huge stack of Monopoly money. 
 
8. But if I were to walk into USAA bank with my giant pile of Monopoly money and attempt to deposit it, I would eventually find myself on the mentally-bewildered ward at San Antonio State Hospital because MY version of truth and everyone else’s version of truth were at serious odds – regardless of my zeal for financial accountability.

9. In my zeal, I have refused to submit to the reality of lawful United States currency. In my zeal, what I have accumulated is utterly worthless in the real world.
10. The United States has a law defining what REAL currency is. God has a law defining his righteousness.  Only God can distribute his righteousness; and he does this freely in and through the Lord Jesus Christ, depositing it into the accounts of all who trust into Christ alone.
11. Not only did the Jews refuse to see their lack of God’s righteousness in God’s Law, they determined to ADD MORE RULES to God’s already-perfect Law.

12. What does it mean to not submit to God’s righteousness? It means that to some degree or another you refuse to recognize this: “And because of [God] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
13. You are not your own savior. You are not your own sanctifier. You MUST, and by the Spirit’s work you WILL, submit to God’s righteousness for your justification and your sanctification.
C. Law’s Terminus (4)
1. Why must you submit? Why will the Spirit bring more and more of that submission to believers? 4 Because Christ is the terminus of the law for righteousness to everyone who trusts (10:4, author’s trans).

2. The word law refers in this verse, as usually in Paul, to the Mosaic Law.
 The context of vv. 3-4 shows that Paul wants to stress the discontinuity between Christ and the law. The Jews’ striving for a righteousness of “their own,” based on the law (v. 3), is wrong (among other reasons) because (“for” [gar]) Christ has brought an end to the law and to the era of which it was the center.

3. We saw this in 3:21; God’s righteousness has been shown apart from the law; the law and the prophets bore witness to Christ Jesus as the righteousness of God. The prophets promised Messiah was coming. The Law promised what Messiah’s character and actions would look like – what his glory would look like (Jn. 1:14).
4. This is one of Paul’s basic teachings (3:21; 6:14-15; 7:1-6). Christ’s arrival on the scene of history brings a new era; the Mosaic Law is no long at center stage. God the Son is the culmination of God’s plan for the ages.
5. God made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth (Eph. 1:9-10, emphasis added).
6. Paul is teaching that Christ is the “end” of the law (he brings its era to a close) and its “goal” (he is what the law anticipated and pointed toward). The English word “end” perfectly captures this nuance;

7. This verse is the hinge upon which verses 9:30 – 10:3 turn. It justifies Paul’s claim that the Jews, by their preoccupation with the law, have missed God’s righteousness (9:30–10:3): for righteousness is found only in Christ and only through faith in Christ, the one who has brought the law to its climax and thereby ended its reign. It also announces the theme that Paul will expound in 10:5–13: righteousness by faith in Christ for all who believe.
8. Our sins have been transferred to Christ on the cross. Jesus is the reason we sing:

My sin—O the bliss of this glorious thought!—

My sin, not in part, but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more;

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
9. Jesus actively and perfectly obeyed the Mosaic Law from birth to death. His perfect, law-keeping life has been transferred, imputed to us. That is why we sing:

      Jesus, thy blood and righteousness

      My beauty are, my glorious dress;

      ’Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,

      With joy shall I lift up my head.

If Jesus is the terminus of the law, then are we free to live as we please? YES! What? That’s scandalous! If you belong to Christ, you will be pleased to find him in you as your hope of glory (Col. 1:27) and you will be pleased to live according to his moral, righteous character as the Spirit enables you more and more to do.
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit (8:1-4, emphasis added).

We are neither justified nor sanctified by the law. But those who have been justified by trusting into the perfect life and sacrificial death of Christ will inevitably and increasingly reflect the glory of Christ. God in his goodness will make sure you are usually the last person to see this change (otherwise, your sin nature will continue to try to steal the glory that belongs alone to God!), this life-long and always tiny reflection of God’s glory in Christ.
But one day, the promise of God’s law will be entirely fulfilled in you. One day you will reach the summit of mount glory. One day you will exchange your old Adam 1.0 hardware for a resurrection body that will perfectly run the software of your eternally-perfect new nature.  This is guaranteed in Christ, by the Holy Spirit. THIS is salvation!
Then, midst flaming worlds, arrayed in the glorious perfection of Christ, you will lift your head with eternal joy – IF you are trusting into Christ.

If you are trusting in your goodness, your self-improvement, or even the 10 commandments, you must repent and submit to the righteousness of Christ. We invite you to do that this morning. The Spirit is calling you; Christ’s bride the Church is calling you.

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 
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