What in the World is God Doing?
Part 42: Law and Gospel
Romans 10:5-13
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
In Romans 9-11, Paul shows us his heartache and tearful prayers for his brothers … according to the flesh (9:3). Like Moses before him, Paul had wished, if such a thing were possible, to be accursed so that the rest of Israel might be saved. Paul was a great theologian, teaching us deep things with which we have wrestled over these last few weeks.
But he has shown himself to be even more a man of prayer and a passionate evangelist. In fact, all of the deep theology he teaches has one goal: to make his readers as passionate about the salvation of the lost as he is. Perhaps you have met people who are more excited about the doctrine of election than about Jesus.  But Paul was definitely NOT like that!  

He is a great illustration of the fact that understanding even the deep things of the gospel and being passionate about sharing the gospel are inseparable twins, provided that one has Paul’s broken heart. It’s not too much of a stretch for us to see this is the missing ingredient in conservative evangelical Church today. 

It is a rare thing to witness tears and prayers for the lost. If we observe Christian media, the Church seems interested in feeling good about ourselves; we are interested in achieving our best life now – be that a life of health, wealth, and happiness, or perhaps a life of accumulated academic bible knowledge, or maybe achieving personal holiness through introspection and behavior modification. We love focusing on ourselves.
So when Paul speaks out of deep anguish over the lostness of the lost, we would all do well to listen to him so long as we are praying, “Lord, break MY heart too!” This is not a feeling you can manufacture out of your flesh; and it’s not a ladder to heaven by which we earn more of God’s approval. But it is a reviving, reforming work of the Holy Spirit for which we need to be praying.  There really is no other way to understand chapters 9-11 of Romans. To those proud of their command of these doctrines as proof of their spiritual maturity and also to those who stubbornly reject them, the question is the same: “Has your heart ever been broken over the lostness of the lost? When did you last weep from a heart broken for the salvation of another human being?”

I. LAW (10:5-9)
A. Context
1. When you have been in that broken-hearted state, you begin to grasp how this revelation of God’s sovereignty is a comfort to the broken-hearted. Paul has told us that even though most of his fellow Jews have not trusted into Messiah Jesus, God’s word has NOT failed. 

2. He says the reason they remain unsaved is their refusal to rest in the work of their kinsman-redeemer.  In their spiritually dead state, they prefer to run after the Monopoly money of relative morality. 

3. In 10:3, Paul wrote his fellow Jews had zeal; but their passion was for establishing their own righteousness. He said they: were ignorant of the gospel; claimed independence from God’s way of salvation; and were deeply insubordinate before God.
4. “Because,” says Paul, “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (10:4). That means that Jesus puts an obvious end to any human idea of earning merit with God – either as an unsaved person OR as one who trusts into Christ for salvation.
5. Paul related in Philippians 3 how, as Pharisee Saul Paulus of Tarsus, he considered himself absolutely blameless as far as the Mosaic Law was concerned – NOT PERFECT, but blameless. He had the right amount of zeal; he had an abundance of good intentions to keep not just the Law but all the extra rules made by the rabbis. He wasn’t perfect; but he was convinced he was blameless.
6. Isn’t that what most of humanity thinks most of the time? “I may not be perfect, but I’m blameless; it’s not MY fault.”  Says Paul, “But whatever gain I had [from my “blamelessness”], I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as excrement, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith… (Phil. 3:7-9, emphasis added).
7. Romans 10:5-13 was one of the central texts to the early reformers’ teaching about salvation because it clearly states the difference between “law” and “gospel.” “Law” is whatever God commands us to do; “gospel” is what God in his grace gives to us – namely, Christ and all his benefits.

8. “Law” defines what true merit is. True merit is utter life-long keeping of God’s Law in thought, word, and deed. “Gospel” is the announcement (beginning in Genesis 3:15) that Christ alone is truly, utterly perfect and Christ alone by his death at Calvary pays the wages of sin that God’s people owe. The believer’s debt is completely cancelled. There is nothing left for us to earn – ever!
9. As one teacher writes, “When men go to church, they expect to hear sermons on morality, but Paul preaches grace. The change of subject matter is so startling that many become confused. And when one remembers the blindness of the natural man (cf. 1 Cor. 2:13), it is not surprising to hear it said after a sermon on grace, ‘That was over my head.’”

10. All human beings understand morality because God’s law is written on their hearts. What no human naturally understands is the eternal, unmerited one-way love of God through Christ Jesus – what Paul calls the righteousness based on faith (10:6).
11. And what Paul is doing for us, for the very last time in this letter, is painting another vivid gospel picture using the striking colors of the OT to show God’s law merits man nothing but death and God’s gospel freely offers salvation to all who will trust into the merit of Christ alone.
B. Two Voices (5-7)
1. If the idea of a painting doesn’t appeal, then you can think of this as a two-voice drama. Two voices speak. The first voice speaks in verse 5; the second in verses 6-9.

2. The first voice comes from Leviticus 18:5. For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.
3. The basic principle of Law is, “Do this and live.” Another way to put it is, “Do good to earn good.” Paul isn’t making this up. It comes from scripture.
4. You may recall this is the very thing Jesus said to the rich young ruler who asked what he could do to inherit eternal life. The text indicates the young man asked for the ONE act that would insure eternal life. But Jesus responded in a durative, or linear, present tense, indicating that the man must continually be doing all of God’s Law his entire life.
 
5. The young man responded that he had done all the commandments (not “perfect,” but “blameless”). So Jesus pressed him on the commandment against coveting (Rom. 1:19; 7:8-9), telling him to go sell all he had and follow Jesus. Right then and there, Jesus breaks the young man in the same way Paul says the law against coveting had broken him (7:8-9).
6. Moses says, “Do this and live.” The Lord Jesus explains the law as, “Be continually doing, speaking and thinking this and live.” Paul makes it clear in Romans 4 and Galatians 3 that Moses KNEW God’s commands were impossible for to sinners to keep.
7. Voice one, in 10:5, is the voice of Moses promising life in exchange for perfection. It is the voice of salvation, in whole or in part, by DOING. 
8. A blending of Law and Gospel is not like getting peanut butter in your chocolate or chocolate in your peanut butter. These are NOT two great tastes that go great together! 

9. Blending law into gospel creates a toxic reaction sickening the soul. You can never know if you have worked up enough passion, suffered enough, or performed enough faithful works to earn admittance into heaven.

10. Paul’s heart is broken as he watched people consuming golawspel – salvation by faithful works, good intentions, passion, and suffering. Jesus’ heart broke for the young man who walked away discouraged at the revelation of his coveting; the young man turned away from the convicting work of God’s Word.

11. This is why Paul weeps!  This is why Jesus wept, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matt. 23:37; Lk. 13:34).

12. Another voice speaks in vv. 6-9; it speaks in a completely different accent.  It speaks of NOT doing! It warns us not to think we can or must ascend into heaven – that is, to believe that we can climb our way to the top or build ourselves a tower to reach God.
13. Paul says that kind of thinking is akin to trying to bring Christ down from heaven as if he had not finished his saving work and ascended to the right hand of the Father. The fact that there is a man in heaven means Christ has earned ALL THE MERIT you and I need for the entirety of our salvation (our justification AND sanctification). 
14. If you are trusting into Christ you are already united to the man in heaven. He has earned for you everything you need. You already participate in all that he alone has merited.
15. The second voice goes on to warn do not think, “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” That is, “Let me suffer to impress God; let me enter into some kind of purgatory so that my own suffering will help pay for my sins and impress God.” Such thoughts treat Christ as if he had never died for our sins.
16. Our sin nature is constantly at war with the Spirit and his Word. Our Adam 1.0 hardware never stops seeking after its own merit, its own glory. To the extent we believe ANY work (performance OR suffering) can add ANYTHING to our salvation (justification or sanctification) we have diminished the very one who willingly and freely shares his perfect all-sufficient merit and his infinite glory with us!
17. See how Paul says, “Do not say in your heart…”? He’s cautioning you about what you think, about what you trust. We act according to what or whom we trust. To the extent you trust that Jesus paid it all, you WILL act accordingly.
II. GOSPEL (10:8-13)
A. Righteousness of Faith (8-9)
1. So, what am I to think? What should I trust? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

2. We cannot work our way into the righteousness of God. We do not suffer our way into the righteousness of God. We trust in our hearts and confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord.
3. Here’s Paul’s genius in this: In verse 5, he mentions Moses as the voice of the Law.  In verse 6, he doesn’t mention Moses but he quotes Moses from Deut. 30:10-14. Paul is “sneaking in” some gospel through Moses for his Jewish listeners so intent on hearing only law.

4. Do you see this two-voice drama playing out? Both voices belong to Moses. Moses is speaking both law AND gospel. These are two separate words from God, spoken from the same human prophet. 
5. What Paul is saying is that the Law of Moses itself testifies to us that the ONLY way by which we can be made eternally right with God is by trust in Christ. 
6. Salvation is not far away. It is not down in a pit of suffering. It is not far up a ladder of works. It is as near as your own heart and your own lips as they cry out, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Lk. 18:13). The man in heaven comes to us in his Word and Sacrament through the work of the Holy Spirit. He is near.
7. You don’t need to exhaust yourself building and climbing a Tower of Babel to heaven. Heaven has come down once for all time in Christ Jesus. You don’t need to torture yourself with suffering when God the Son himself suffered infinitely once for all time for each and every one of your sins.

8. Christ is near to you, if you will but cry out for him: “Just as I am, without one plea but that thy blood was shed for me.”
9. This is the last time in Romans Paul will take up this crucial difference between Law and Gospel. He is passionate about us getting the distinction. Both are very important words from God. The Law shows us who we are by nature and who God is by nature. 
10. The Gospel promises us that solely by the meritorious work of Christ, if we trust into him, then we too will one day have a perfect moral and righteous character and live eternally in a perfect land with our perfect older brother, the Last Adam, the Promised Seed, Son of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David, Messiah Jesus.
11. Salvation is not a gift that is given to us at the end of our Christian lives; it is a gift given to us before the foundation of the world and we become aware of it in the course of our lives when the Holy Spirit regenerates us to hear the Word and to trust into Christ and to grow in our trust our whole life long.
B. One Confession for All (10-13)
1. God does not justify the justifiable. The only people God justifies are sinners. That is why he gave his son to die on the cross.

2. Do you think the Father would have sent out the Son to live in humiliation and suffer an excruciating death on a Roman cross if there were some other way he could bring salvation to you?
3. Am I so arrogant, so self-important to think the Father would send out his beloved Son to die in shame for me if God knew there was an easier way to save me? 
4. That is why Paul is so passionate. He knows so many people who look at the Monopoly money of their works and suffering and believe themselves rich in rightness with God when God freely offers the real currency of his infinite one-way love.

5. That infinite one-way love is free to everyone who trusts into Christ. But it was NOT free to God – it cost him more than we can ever know in this finite, sin-fractured life on earth!

6. Paul is struck by the weight of sin and the cost of sin and he wants EVERYONE to be convicted by it so that they will flee to Christ! So he says this gospel is for everyone – Jew and non-Jew alike.

7. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

8. The Law was written on tablets of stone for one particular race of people. But Paul points both his Jewish and Gentile readers in Rome to Joel 3:2, which promises that anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
9. Does that promise through Joel the prophet remind you of what Jesus said in John 3:14-18? 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever trusts in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever trusts in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever trusts in him is not condemned, but whoever does not trust is condemned already, because he has not trusted in the name of the only Son of God.
10. The offer of the gospel is for ALL. It is for everyone. It is for whoever believes. It is not based on what I have done or what I will ever do. Nothing I have done and nothing I can do can in any way qualify me for the gospel. NOTHING!

11. Notice Paul says God is bestowing his riches on all who call on him. This is not a “clean slate” salvation that puts us back into Adam’s garden where we must keep on earning to achieve! He pours out all his wealth upon us.

12. God doesn’t show up here in worship to chide us, “You’re not doing very well. I’m ashamed of you. What kind of Christian do you think you are?” I may feel that about myself; but God doesn’t say it to me because I am in Christ!
13. God looks on us through the riches of Christ and commands the Holy Spirit to give us more! “Withhold nothing, from my children whom I love! Pour out my riches for them. Pour my riches into them!”
14. Shortly, we will partake of the Lord’s Supper together. That is a means of God pouring his riches into us because of his infinite, eternal approval of us. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death (8:1-2).
I wonder if you have ever struggled with approval like I do. When people express their disapproval, I’m pretty sure I deserve it. I don’t like to hear it, but I’m sure it’s true.  But when people share any approval with me, I can’t really handle that either. It makes me uncomfortable because the law on my heart continues to say, “You’re still not good enough!”
I bring that up because we all bring that baggage with us when we come to Christ – afraid to be unworthy but never really knowing if we have suffered enough or performed enough to become worthy. We have a law written on our hearts that is constantly accusing us of unworthiness and driving us to keep running on that approval treadmill.
The only remedy for that constant approval suck of the law on our hearts is the free gift of Christ and all his riches, including the infinite approval of the Father for his children.  If you who have Christ struggle with approval and need to hear the gospel over and over and over, imagine how miserable are your friends and neighbors who so far have refused this Good News.

Run, John, and live, the law commands,

but gives me neither legs not hands;

Yet better news the Gospel brings,

It bids me fly and gives me wings. – John Bunyan
If you are here this morning and your only hope is in Christ, join me in begging God to break our hearts over the lostness of the lost – not to earn more of God’s approval, but share the riches of Christ with those starving for lack of it.
If you are here this morning and you are running that treadmill of approval, hoping the good you strive to do and the suffering you undergo will earn you a passing grade with God, we invite you to burn your Monopoly money and flee to Christ in whom there is no condemnation.

All are sinners who fall short of God’s glory. But Christ is for sinners. He is for sinners only. There is no shame for you when you are in him. Call upon his name and you will be saved. Simply say, “Thank you, Lord Jesus, for living and dying for me.”

� Ferguson, Calling on and Confessing Christ. Accessed 10/17/15 at: � HYPERLINK "http://mp3.sa-media.com/filearea/3912846559/3912846559.mp3" �http://mp3.sa-media.com/filearea/3912846559/3912846559.mp3�


� Moo, 644.


� Johnson, 33:1.


� Ferguson, op. cit.


� Johnson, 33:2-3. Mk. 10:17-27; Matt. 19:16-22; Lk. 18:18-23


� Ferguson, op. cit.





PAGE  
8

