What in the World is God Doing?
Part 28: Reborn with a Silver Spoon
Romans 8:14-17
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
Have you ever heard the expression, “She was born with a silver spoon in her mouth”? It means to be born into privilege and wealth, to be born with everything going for you.  A famous Texas politician once said of her opponent in the race for governor that he was “born with a silver foot in his mouth.”

Romans chapter 8 focuses upon the person and work of the Holy Spirit as the assurance, the guarantee, of our union with Christ. The first 13 verses are about the believer’s life of freedom from guilt, from slavery to sin as the ultimate power, from the Mosaic Law as a “do-good-to-earn-good” system. 
In verses 14-17, the dominant theme is our status as children of the loving Father. Our hearts were once dead to God until the Holy Spirit breathed new, spiritual life into us uniting us (by means of trust) to Christ and all his benefits. One of those great benefits is our change in status from slaves to sin into children of God. The second benefit is that we become heirs with Christ. We are reborn with a silver spoon in our mouth.
Being changed from slaves to sons explains how believers begin to taste the eternal blessings in this temporary earthly life. It also places believers squarely in the ‘already-not yet’ tension created by our belonging to the new realm of righteousness at the same time as we continue to live in the old realm of sin and death.
 Being heirs means we must look to the not yet to enjoy the fullest benefits of our sonship in the already.
This slave/son/heir language was the theme of Israel’s redemption out of Egypt, now applied to everyone in union with Christ – both Jew and Gentile. That helps us understand why Paul will discuss the place of ethnic Israel in salvation history in chapter 9.
I. SONSHIP (8:14-16)
A. Led (14)
1. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
2. Paul isn’t teaching us anything new in chapter 8. He’s simply reinforcing the doctrine of assurance he already taught us in chapter 5.
3. In 8:14, he introduces a new way to help us understand our assurance. The idea that we are sons of God appears here for the first time in the letter (though Paul taught it to the Galatians first). 
4. Paul connects it with the preceding idea that the power of the Holy Spirit at work in you is what kills off (mortifies) our flesh, our Adam 1.0 hardware.
5. He uses the passive voice here “all … are being led” to let us know it is not by our might or our works that the Spirit leads us. To be ‘led by the Spirit’ doesn’t mean to be guided every second by the Holy Spirit but, to have the direction of one’s life as a whole determined by the Spirit.

6. You will more and more come to love the things God the Spirit loves (Christ) and hate the things God the Spirit hates (sin in and around you). You will see and repent more and more of your self-glory, agreeing that Jesus is far better than your own agenda.
7. Paul explains it this way in Gal. 5:18, “18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” What does it mean to be led by the Spirit? 
8. It means that God the Spirit testifies to you that His Word is true; that Jesus is always and eternally better than your felt needs; and that God has done EVERYTHING necessary to secure you to himself.
9. The Holy Spirit renews your mind as you read scripture, hear it preached or taught, as you focus your thoughts on God’s Word in worship, and as you celebrate the Lord’s Supper and baptism together.

10. By the Son’s perfect performance and sacrifice he has made you children of the Father and sealed you with the down payment of glory to come by sending God the Spirit into your hearts to testify to you that YOU are a truly and securely a child of God for eternity.
11. There is absolutely NOTHING you can do to change that status! NOTHING. Do you hear me? This is vital for you to know! But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus. More than that, by HIS doing you STAY in Christ Jesus. PERIOD!
12. Hear the Spirit testify to you! If you are in Christ, you are the beloved child of the God of the universe and NOTHING you can do will ever change that unshakeable fact! God’s Spirit brings life. Life is a family trait of God’s children, the people of promise.

13. But you need to know that this family is exclusive. Not everyone is a child of God. Maybe you’ve heard the expressions “the universal fatherhood of God” and “the universal brotherhood of man.”

14. There is a sense in which God can be said to be the Father of all mankind. Paul quotes the Greek poets Cleanthes and Aratus to say to the intellectual audience in Athens, “we are [all] his [that is, God’s] offspring” (Acts 17:28). But that is not the way the words “sons of God” are used in Scripture, and it is certainly not the way the apostle is speaking here. 

15. When Paul writes of “those who are led by the Spirit of God,” he is distinguishing between those who are led by the Spirit and those who are not led by the Spirit. Only those who are united to God the Son by trust into him have Jesus’ status as children of God.

16. Remember last week we looked at what Jesus, in John 8, said to the good, moral, outwardly-righteous Pharisees like Saul Paulus of Tarsus who claimed right-standing with God because they claimed Abraham and God as their fathers.
17. But Jesus said they were slaves to sin and their real father was the devil.  “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. … You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. … The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God” (vv. 42, 44, 47).
18. If you belong to God, you will hear God the Spirit testifying to you. His Word, the Bible, will begin to make sense to you. But if you are not trusting into Christ; you do not have the testimony of the Spirit that you are God’s child.

B. Fear v. Faith (15-16)
1. Because the Holy Spirit testifies to you of God’s unchangeable love in Christ, Paul says “15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
2. Paul makes similar contrast in 1 Corinthians 2:12, ‘we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God’; and 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love and self-control.’

3. Paul makes a contrast between the flesh’s spirit of slavery and the Holy Spirit’s testimony to believers of their adoption as sons. What is the spirit of slavery by which people fall back into fear?
4. Paul is taking us back to the work of the Law as slave master, a system of performance-based acceptance. The spirit of slavery demands that you earn things from God. Christians often fall into that spirit because it’s hardwired into our flesh, our old Adam 1.0 hardware.
5. Many teachers, confusing the difference between law and gospel, still insist on “do good to earn good” as a principle of the Christian life. “If you if you don’t get to work pleasing God, he will be disappointed with you. You will be a second-class Christian who lives in cardboard box in heaven instead of the mansion you ought to be earning.”
6. THAT is the very essence of the spirit of slavery. It was the teaching of the Pharisees in Jesus’ day. The Jewish culture believed that God could ONLY be approached through a combination of grace and their own acceptable/keepable law-performance.

7. Paul is teaching against the Judaizers for Jesus, just as in Gal. 4:1-7, “I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”

8. Jesus destroyed the idea of human-earned merit by calling God “Abba.” That was something no pious 1st-century Jew would EVER say. For Jesus to call the one true God of Israel “Father” was a radical, scandalous, sacrilegious offense to those in slavery to a “do good to earn good” system.
9. In Jesus’ time, the distance between the people and God was considered very wide. The names of God were withheld from public speech and prayers. And the great name for God, YHWH, usually translated “Jehovah” or “Yahweh,” was so protected that we do not know even today precisely how it was pronounced.

10. It’s true that the pagans used the title “Father” to speak of gods in the same way one would say that a king was the father to his people, or that George Washington is said to be a father of our country. It simply meant “lord” or “master” or “patriarch.”

11. But no pagan deity or politician was EVER addressed as “MY Father,” let alone “my dear father.” Such an idea was totally foreign to both Jew and Gentile.

12. Even more scandalous was the fact that Jesus’ disciples were impressed by the word Abba and taught it to the Church just as Jesus had instructed them to pray, “Our Father who is in heaven.” He told them to pray to God as Father just as he addressed the Father.
13. That is a privilege God the Son earned for those united to Him by trust. It means God is pleased with his children AS children without them having to earn any approval. We love our kids because they are our kids.
14. God’s children do not need “perform 10 good works and earn one free blessing” customer coupons to merit a closer relationship to God. They are fully loved in Christ as children who are able to express their intimate love for God in the exact same way the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit do.
15. The word Abba is Aramaic, the common language of Jesus’ day. It means “Dear Father” or “Dearest Father.” It expresses the intimate confidence Jesus had with God the Father. Paul uses it because Jesus used it; then Paul immediately translates it into Greek as Father for his Gentile readers (to emphasize there is no Jew/Gentile distinction in the Church).
16. Although Abba doesn’t technically translate into the word “Daddy,” there’s nothing that prevents you, if you trust into Christ, from calling the Creator of the Universe your “Daddy.” There is nothing irreverent in celebrating God’s intimate love for you, purchased by the precious blood of Jesus!
17. Notice that Paul says we cry Abba. If you volunteer in the nursery, you understand that picture of a child being absolutely inconsolable when separated from mommy and daddy.

18. The apostle assures us that the Spirit is at work in us making us cry out: “6 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God….”
19. If you are a child of God by trust into Christ, Paul (writing in the Spirit) assures you that NOTHING can EVER separate you from Daddy’s love! The riches of Daddy’s love, evidenced by the Spirit’s indwelling presence, is the silver spoon into which you are reborn in Christ.

II. HEIRSHIP (8:17)
A. Suffering
1. Finally Paul writes, “and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”
2. What does Paul mean by “we suffer with him”? Suffering flows from living in this sin-broken world while having tasted something of the glory to come. It is living in this “already/not yet” life where humans naturally hate God and viscerally reject the gospel to which you cling.
3. Jesus was hated by the lost and the devil; so are you. Suffering, like the presence of the Spirit, like adoption, is a family trait of believers.
4. But suffering is NOT me “not getting what I want.” The flesh’s alternative to suffering is “my glory.” Suffering, like Jesus pictured in Gethsemane, is the struggle between our preference and God’s perfect will.

5. Paul summed it up to the Church at Corinth, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 

6. Why is suffering “light and momentary”? Because we KNOW that ALL we have is Jesus! We are heirs and we WILL inherit his glorious presence in full BECAUSE we are heirs.
B. Inheritance: God and Glory
1. What do we inherit as heirs? We inherit God himself and the glory with which he glorified the Son. We inherit all the glory of living physically with God in the new, perfect garden-temple to come that is FAR greater than Eden because there is no more need to earn (like Adam failed to do).
2. We have inherited a spiritual re-birth now (IF you are trusting into Christ) and will inherit glory when you leave this present earthly wilderness.

3. The end of this spiritual rebirth is not happiness now—but glorification. This is where chapter 5 began and it is where chapter 8 will end.
 

4. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones stresses that the apostle’s interest “is always in glorification.” The good Dr. rightly laments the fact that the interest of today’s (Western) church has settled on sanctification “because we are so miserably subjective.”

5. Paul’s comfort for us is NOT in our getting better and better now (though you will as the Spirit works in you); it is fixed firmly in our glorification as the consummation of our inheritance.
“It is possible, having trusted in Christ to make us righteous, to have the spirit of a slave ‘again’— that is, to return to an attitude of performance-based acceptability, acting as if God’s blessing is maintained or increased by our work.”

It’s easy to forget that what we call the “gospel” actually means “good news.” It has to do joy, and somewhere in our efforts to be good and to make others good, to be faithful, and to be holy, we can forget the joy.
Now if the Holy Spirit seals you and guarantees your place in the kingdom, ABSOLUTELY NO ONE can withdraw the guarantee! What God begins, he always completes, and the beginning of it is the promise of its completion (Philippians 1:6).
Sometimes we don’t experience joy and freedom of our inheritance because we are afraid. We are afraid that if we’re not earning merit with God that will God will get angry and punish us.
Paul says that the Holy Spirit is given to us and enables us to cry “Abba, Father”; he witnesses with our spirit that we are the children of God. If your experience with God’s Spirit causes you to live in fear, to be bound, to be ruled by shame, to be afraid that he will love you less if you aren’t hard on yourself and others; then it isn’t God’s Spirit, that’s the spirit of slavery.

The “job description” of the Holy Spirit is to remind you often, to impress on you, to reemphasize to you over and over about your Daddy. He works in the hearts of believers to confirm what we could never hope without his work —that the omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient Ruler, Creator, and Sustainer of the universe is our Daddy.
When people suggest that God doesn’t love me because I don’t conform to their standards, it’s the Holy Spirit who contradicts them and comforts me. When I’m depressed and afraid, it’s the Holy Spirit who whispers in the back of my mind about my Daddy. When I’m with Christians who are condemning, critical, and angry with me, there is something that causes me to not confuse those folks with God. That “something” is the Holy Spirit.
My brother and I called our father “daddy” because that was exactly who he was. He was kind, gracious, wise, unconditionally loving, and he rejoiced in the presence of my brother and me. You can call your heavenly Father “Daddy” because that is exactly what he is. He is kind, gracious, unconditionally loving, and rejoices in being in your presence. 
The Holy Spirit told me to tell you this, and, if you listen he will tell you too.
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