What in the World is God Doing?
Part 29: Groaning for Glory
Romans 8:18-27
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. [Suffering is not a command; it’s a characteristic of God’s children.]
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Paul has just finished his description of the work of God the Holy Spirit in the lives of those united to Christ Jesus. He emphasized the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit as the One who guides and keeps believers in their journey to the consummation of glory. Paul has stressed our status as children of God, who extends to us a relationship so intimate that we may call him Father, even “Daddy.”
But with that refreshingly cool breeze of love and affection comes a reminder that we are at only an oasis in the wilderness. We look up from the cool water and the lush vegetation to hear Paul say, “…provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” When Paul speaks of suffering, he is NOT referring to God’s refusal to bless my agenda.  Not getting my way is NOT necessarily “suffering.” It is part of the training God uses to develop my muscles of trust in his complete, sovereign, loving care of me and rule over me and all things. 
Suffering is our confrontation with the seemingly-oppressive weight of sin in a wilderness full of the devil and his children who naturally hate God generally, and hate God in you particularly. It’s our confrontation of sin in others (Col. 1:24; Phil. 1:29; Jn. 16:33; etc.) and in us (Rom. 7:13 ff.), particularly as we contemplate the glory God displays and requires from all humanity in his holy and perfect Law. What makes this weight often seem unbearably heavy (instead of light and momentary), is our failure to hope into the certainty of our eternal glory.
As we wander through this wilderness East of Eden, we look up to see a jagged purple line on the horizon. As we travel toward the distant shapes, they begin to come into focus as a great mountain range. Gradually, with Paul’s guidance, we can make out the individual snow-capped peaks; Mt. Liberty, Mt. Sonship, and Mt. Heirship stand out in this awe-inspiring range, the Salvation Mountains.

But one peak towers above the others as the highest, the grandest, and the most majestic in the entire Salvation Mountains. We have seen glimpses of it on our journey with Paul.  We saw a glimpse in Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We saw another in 5:2, “Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
As we draw nearer, we begin to have a clear view of the magnificent peak of Mt. Glory, the Mountain of the Lord (Isa. 2:3; 30:29; Micah 4:2; Zech. 8:3; Heb. 12:18-24). It is a picture ultimately of the eternal brightness that surrounds the Sovereign of the universe and radiates from Him. It is that to which we refer, when reciting the Lord’s Prayer, “Yours is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.”

Here, with Mt. Glory in view, Paul pauses to remind us that we are in a wilderness of suffering through which all God’s children must travel to reach the shining peak. Before the crown, there comes the cross; before the glory comes the groaning.
 Paul writes of three “groanings” in this passage.
I. CREATION GROANS (8:18-22)
A. Glory (18)
1. Paul begins, “For I consider [reckon, account, reason; 6:11] that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is [about] to be revealed to us.”
2. What IS glory? Theologians have written many definitions in their attempts to get a handle on this great theme of scripture. 
3. C.S. Lewis gives us some idea when he writes, “At present we are on the …the wrong side of the door. We discern the freshness and purity of the morning, but they do not make us fresh and pure. We cannot mingle with the splendors we see. But the leaves of the New Testament are rustling with the rumor that it will not always be so. Some day …we shall get in. When human souls have become as perfect in voluntary obedience as the inanimate creation is in its lifeless obedience, then they will put on its glory, or rather that greater glory of which Nature is only the first sketch.”

4. One way to understand glory is by seeing something of what Adam and Eve lost when they rebelled against God’s Law. Once they were God’s crowning work of creation, reflecting God’s image upon the earth and clothed in his perfection; every thought and action reflected God’s thoughts and actions.
5. They were not yet glorious in and of themselves, because they had not yet completed God’s probationary test to perfectly keep His holy Law; but their fellowship with God was glorious and as part of the creation itself they reflected God’s glory.

6. But when they rebelled, they lost their glorious covering and the beauty of their souls. They were expelled from God’s presence in the Garden, subject to “physical decay, sickness, suffering, and eventually physical death came upon them. God said, ‘Dust you are and to dust you will return.’ (Gen. 3:19b).” 

7. Gone was man’s ability to commune with God. Man had no desire to even see God. Men to whom God revealed himself were terrified at even the faintest reflection of his glorious perfection.
8. East of Eden, when God came near to men there was, “a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. (Heb. 12:1819).

9. But in the fullness of time, Jesus came and God’s glory walked among men– not in a terrifying way, but in loving humility and tenderness. Glory came down and entered God’s temple just as the prophets foretold (Jn. 1:14).
10. God’s glory became approachable in Christ Jesus! No longer were men terrified at the consuming fire of God because a way through the fire of glory was visible.

11. And, because you have been crucified, buried, and resurrected to new life in Christ, one day you will not only live “in glory” in the way Adam and Eve once did; but glory will be uncovered in us, using a word that literally means “internally” or “in our very being.”
 Unlike Adam and Eve in Eden you will not simply observe and enjoy perfect glory, you will participate in it (1 Jn. 3:2).
12. That’s why God’s perfect Law is SO MUCH MORE than a set of rules for behavior modification, more than a manual of how to make yourself better. God’s Law describes God’s glory and the glory to be revealed IN YOU!
13. Is that all glory is? No. But it’s the only tangible way the Word describes glory to us. Every other description is either symbolic or done in terms of what it is not (no more tears, sorrow, former things, etc.).
14. One day, every action and attitude God describes in his glorious Law will describe your perfected glorious nature for eternity; and you will know the bliss of sinless perfection. But until that consummation of glory, there is groaning.
B. Anticipation (19-22)
1. 19 For [because] the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.
2. Paul says the coming glory is so certain, even the cosmos strains for the consummation of all things in Christ. The phrase “waits with eager longing” is a vivid verb conveying the idea of stretching one’s neck. Creation is craning its head to get a glimpse of the coming glory.
3. The idea is that mankind was the pinnacle of all God’s creation. So until all the children of God receive the full measure of the glory Jesus earned for them, nothing in the universe will be quite right. Why?
4.  20 [Because] the creation was subjected to futility…. This is Paul’s commentary on Genesis 3:17-19, Adam’s fall and God’s curses upon man and creation (Cursed is the ground because of you).
5. If you were with us for our study of Ecclesiastes, you recognize the word Paul emphasizes in this sentence: futility, vanity, emptiness, nothingness. It’s the idea of life on earth under the curse of Adam’s sin. There are glimmers of creation’s beauty now (Ps. 19:1-6), but creation’s full glory awaits the display of God’s glory in all his sons and daughters at the consummation of all things.
6. That’s the hope to which the apostle refers: “that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” 
7. In Genesis 3:15 the curse of man and earth was followed by the promise of the Seed of the Woman to come and crush the devil’s head, lifting the curse of divine judgment (cf. Rom. 16:20). To the curse of sin, God attached one great hope for all creation: Messiah, the Promised Seed.
8. Because of Christ’s work, the glory of God’s Kingdom is already breaking into the world; but it is not yet complete. So the earth, pregnant with the not-yet-revealed fullness of glory, groans in childbirth.

9. Like creation, the children of God strain with labor pains and anticipation as we press on toward Mt. Glory (Phil. 3:12, 14).
II. GOD’S CHILDREN GROAN (8:23-25)
A. For Redemption (23)
1. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
2. The old Adam 1.0 hardware strains against our new Adam 2.0 software (our life in the Spirit). This groaning is closely connected with chapter 7.

3. In 7:24 Paul cries out, “24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” That is Paul’s groaning and our groaning as the Spirit reveals more of our sin and prompts us to repent and hope in Christ for that day when our adoption results in complete redemption of body and soul, of heaven and earth.
B. Hope Fulfillment (24-25)
1. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
2. Paul teaches you who trust into Christ were given that saving trust (Eph. 2:8-9) for an ultimate purpose. The gift of the indwelling Spirit is only the beginning of the harvest (firstfruits, v. 23; Lev. 23:9-14) of glory.
3. So your hope is not in your self-improvement; it is not in transforming the sin-cursed world or its culture. As the Holy Spirit renews your mind with the truth of his Word, you will impact the world around you in gloriously ordinary ways – mostly through the good works of simply practicing your vocation to God’s glory. But those visible things are NOT the source of hope.
4. Limited by the struggle of indwelling sin, we cannot yet experience the glory that will one day be revealed in us and all creation. We have foretastes of it when we fellowship together in worship, because the gathered church is an embassy for God’s Kingdom in this wilderness world.
5. When we gather in fellowship around Christ’s Word and Sacraments, we look up to Mt. Glory; we taste and see that glory to come (Ps. 34:8); we are reminded that it is sure and certain hope and not conditional hope of “If I perform good, I will merit good.
6. What we “see,” we see by trust in the knowledge of God’s Word that we consider/reckon (know, account; v. 18), and not by physical sight (2 Cor. 5:7).  The person who is satisfied with earth has never tasted heaven.
 No one can taste glory who does not have the indwelling Holy Spirit groaning within.
III. GOD’S SPIRIT GROANS (8:26-27)
A. Wordless Intercession (26)
1. Since we see and feel the oppression of sin around us and within us, our groaning for glory is not unexpected. We were saved into the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). But we have more than bare promises of deliverance.
2. We have the help of the Holy Spirit to deal with the deficiency of our sinful flesh. The Spirit groans within us. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
3. Our groaning is “a joyful grief that gives birth to a sure hope and patient endurance.”
 Creation groans, we groan, and the Spirit groans because we have a sure and certain hope (Titus 2:13; 1 Cor. 13:13; Col. 1:27).
4. But God the Holy Spirit’s groaning is NOT the same as our human longings, no matter how well-intentioned we might be. “Here is one potent source for that ‘patient fortitude’ with which we are to await our glory (v. 25); that our failure to understand God’s purposes and plans, to see ‘the beginning from the end,’ does not mean that effective, powerful prayer for our specific needs is absent.”
 In our discouragement and bewilderment, the Spirit prays with deep longing on our behalf.

5. The Spirit’s groaning prayers within us and for us are testimony of the sure and certain hope. God longs for us to be fully and eternally glorified with Christ! And what God wants, God gets in His perfect timing! Otherwise, he is but another semi-potent and capricious deity like the pagan gods of rebellious man’s imagination. 
6. Note the singular word, weakness, here. “Weakness” singular (not plural; though early manuscripts so render) because it refers to the singular fact of our struggle with indwelling sin (7:13-25) expressed in the cry for deliverance (7:24) and in our groaning (8:23).

B. Two Intercessors (27)
1. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
2. We have two intercessors according to Paul. One is the Spirit praying in us (v. 26); the other is God in heaven.

3. It is Christ Jesus himself, seated at the right hand of the Father, praying for us according to the work of the Holy Spirit in us. Paul will write in v. 34, “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”
4. John says, “…we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:1-2).
5. When we reach the limit of our finite, unglorified minds the Spirit prays for us in ways we would never think, apart from Him, to pray. He prays with hope and love for us to receive spiritual glimpses of Mt. Glory to meet our present needs for rest and peace and hope in our way along the wilderness by showing God’s grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9).
6. The idea does not seem to be one of the Spirit helping us in our ordinary prayers (though He most certainly does that). Rather, his inward wordless groaning is his testimony to us as we long to be released from the bondage of this present life’s corruption into the glorious liberty we will enjoy when we enter into our inheritance Jesus has earned for us.

7. He testifies that here in the wilderness we are, and ever shall be, children of God (8:15; Gal. 4:6).

If you are trusting into Christ, God the Holy Spirit and God the Son plead to God the Father on your behalf! There is no greater hope than the fact God the Father absolutely fulfills the desires of the Son and Spirit because they are the Father’s desires also.
There is no command here as in, “You need to conjure up some hope if you’re discouraged.” THESE ARE PROMISES; THEY ARE FACTS. When you struggle and stumble in the wilderness of this sin-cursed world, you already have the absolute, sure and certain hope that the Son and the Spirit are praying for you. God is sustaining you along the way. God himself WILL deliver you; he will carry you into glory because God’s office is ALWAYS just a little bit past the end of your own rope.

Whatever light and momentary afflictions pick at you this morning, they absolutely are NOT greater than the eternal weight of glory to which the Spirit testifies in you right now and about which Jesus is praying to our Daddy seated right next to Him.
There is more heaven on earth to be had than most Christians are aware. You WILL make it to Mt. Glory. St. Author of the Hebrews tells you that, as you worship this morning, you ARE ALREADY at Mt. Glory!
12 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel (Heb. 12:22-24).

The Holy Spirit wanted me to tell you that this morning. 
I know, in His good and perfect timing, you who trust into Christ Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death will hear it and feed upon the hope.
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