What in the World is God Doing?
Part 32: HOW We Know
Romans 8:31-32
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare [even] his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In the last few passages of Romans 8, the apostle Paul has told us what we know and why we know it. Today he will tell us HOW we know it.
He told us in 8:28 what we know: God works all things (every event, every good and bad circumstance, every sin of yours and others around you) to conform believers to Christ’s image. That unalterable fact does NOT mean God will grant your wishes if you get to work loving Him more. God’s idea of good is that we who trust into Christ will receive Christ’s eternal glory.
Then, in vv. 29-31, Paul told us why we know God is working everything to make his people as glorious as Christ. God foreloved us and predestined us for glory before he ever spoke time and space into existence. God the Spirit effectually called us and give us the gift of trust into the person and work of God the Son. Through trust, God declares the believer legally innocent of all his or her sins (past, present, and future). Christ’s people are so permanently and unalterably justified Paul says they are already glorified, seated with Christ in heaven; they are united to and hidden in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Your salvation has no “Yes, but…” because it is God’s work from start to finish. God the Father plans it. God the Son provides it. God the Spirit preserves it. 
So, HOW do we know God truly loves us even when bad stuff is happening to us and around us? What is the evidence God is truly for us, not against us? The answer is: Jesus’ death upon Mount Calvary demonstrates God’s infinite love for you! 
I. WHO? (8:31)
A. Opposition
1. One preacher said of this final section of Romans 8, “This is a mountaintop paragraph. It is the Everest of the letter and thus the highest peak in the highest Himalayan range of Scripture.”

2. We have taken so long to climb this peak, we will spend a few more weeks savoring the view.
3. As we read these lofty words – some of the most wonderful and inspiring ever put to paper – we can begin to understand a little more of what the apostle Paul meant in 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes….”
4. As we have journeyed with Paul through God’s great plan of salvation we have seen the destroying and enslaving power of sin, the liberating power of God’s one-way love in Christ Jesus, the justifying power of God’s declaration foreloved sinners are and ever shall be legally innocent; we have seen the sanctifying power of God the Spirit faithfully and unstoppably working in the lives of his people, and the eternal power of God’s glory fully guaranteed to us now and in the age to come.
5. What conclusion can we take from something we can only barely understand in this wilderness journey? It is this, says Paul: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” What possible temporal opposition can there be to the Triune Eternal God?
6. Paul is NOT saying we have no opposition in this present age. Jesus promised since the world hated him, it hates you also. The world opposes Christ and his people because the whole world lies in the power of the evil one (1 Jn. 5:19).

7. In fact Paul will go on to quote Psalm 44:22 where the Sons of Korah sang, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” There are temporal, earthly powers arrayed against us: “tribulation ...distress … persecution …famine …nakedness …danger …sword” (8:35).
8. There are times when everything seems to be against us. Paul was hated by pagans and the Judaizers for Jesus. He will be executed for his powerful witness only after being deserted by most of his friends and watching many of the churches he founded perverted by doctrines of works-righteousness.
9. So, what Paul wants you to know is, at the end of the day, in light of eternity, no matter what oppositions face you there is no opposition able to withstand the glorious purposes of your infinitely-gracious, infinitely-sovereign God. There is no sin of yours, and no sin done against you, there is NOTHING God will not fashion to bring you to share in Christ’s glory.
10. Brothers and sisters, you cannot stop God! The world cannot stop God. The devil cannot stop our God from bringing many children to share in the glory of Christ, the firstborn among many brothers (8:29). God is eternal, any attempts at opposition are merely temporal.
B. Who, Not What
1. Notice that Paul asks “WHO can be against us?” He will use the word “who” in vv. 33, 34, and 35 again. Isn’t that interesting in light of the fact that his list is not about “who” but “what?”
2. It’s as if Paul has a hypothetical person in mind, rather than a circumstance. “…who can be against us…33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect… 34 Who is to condemn…35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” 

3. The ultimate to answer to Paul’s question is “NO ONE CAN BE AGAINST US.”  And yet he frames opposition in examples of circumstance. I think that suggests to us the story of Job.
4. God tells us up front in Job’s story that Job was righteous, offering sacrifices for his sins and trusting into God’s redeemer to come. But the accuser, Satan, charged God of “buying” Job’s trust through health, wealth, and family fortune.
5. God let the devil take away everything Job had. Job’s good “church friends” came to comfort him. But eventually they began to accuse him of some hidden sin that had earned Job all these “punishments.” 
6. Job’ circumstances were a threat to his friends’ check-book religion of “do good to earn good.” The more Job alluded to God’s grace, the more intense and angry became their allegations.

7. Job fore-saw his Redeemer standing at the latter day and when God’s Son entered into space and time, permanently wedded himself to human flesh and human nature, lived the perfect life you and I and Job could never live, and died the death to which all of Job’s sacrifices testified, Christ could shout out of his agony that great final cry of victory: “It has been finished!”
8. Who could truly be against Job? Not only did his redeemer die for him, but he arose and ever lives for him.

9. Who can truly be against you? YOU don’t fuel this train to glory. God fuels it with the perfectly pure octane of his infinite, uninterrupted grace alone!

10. God plans it all. God paid it all. God preserves it all. If you are trusting into the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ this morning, GOD IS FOR YOU! No opposition you face will de-rail the train to glory.

11. But HOW DO WE KNOW THIS since the devil loves to confuse us by blending law and gospel into various sweet-tasting flavors of ME-Focused religion?
II. HOW (8:32)
A. Wrong Answers
1. Let me suggest two wrong answers to the question, “How do you know God is for you?”
2. I mentioned the first wrong answer a couple of weeks ago. It was, “Everything works out for good for everybody in the end.”  Paul has made it very clear since the beginning of this letter that every human being is born into this world enslaved to the curse of sin and the wrath of God.
3. Without Christ’s perfection and payment for sin, no one may see the Lord. If you are trusting in your performance to earn favor with God, you are bound for eternal separation from God and the uninterrupted wrath of God. You’re on the wrong train; you’re speeding toward the wrong destination. 

4. The second wrong answer is this, “God is prospering my life.” Many teachers today point to this as a measure of your spirituality. Prosperity preachers promise health and wealth. 
5. Others promise you blessings in your home, or business, your neighborhood, your city, or even your church.  “Do-good-to-earn-blessing” teaching is a very insecure basis for such a great conviction as Paul sets before us in 8:31.
6. How can you be sure God is for you when tribulation ...distress … persecution …famine …nakedness …danger …sword come upon you as they did upon Job, or upon all the apostles persecuted for their preaching, or upon saints being brutally martyred even today?
7. It doesn’t matter what the nature of the blessings are that some preachers, teachers, conference speakers, and authors promise you will earn in this life (or the next) for your “working faith” and “faithful obedience.” It is all shifting sand.
8. Where is the solid rock upon which my confidence is built? Where can I find it in myself? How deep do I need to dig? Dear hearts, the answer is not inside of you. The answer is outside of you!
B. THE Answer 
1. The Holy Spirit wants me to warn you of this: it is at the peril of your soul to go any other place to know that God is really for you than the place God himself directs you.
2. Your security IS performance-based. But it’s not your performance! Saving trust is based entirely upon the performance of the Lord Jesus Christ. How can you KNOW God is truly for you? 
3. 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
4. If you go anywhere else but Mount Calvary for the confidence of your status with God, you have gone to the wrong place. Those rivers of confidence you may have to today will dry up in the face of illness, or family trials, or even the conviction of your own sins.
5. There is only one real, true source of confidence that God is REALLY for me in the face of all possible worldly, temporary opposition. It is not in health. It is not in wealth. It is not in my faltering, sin-tainted obedience. It is not in what I think I earn from obedience.

6. The only source of confidence is this: God proved his eternal, unearned, uninterrupted one-way love by delivering up his unique Son to infinite suffering to pay the cost of my sin!
III. 3 GREAT TRUTHS (32)
A. Father
1. There are three great things Paul tells us here in this one small sentence.
2. Paul speaks first about God the Father. God the Father was unsparing with his Son: “He who did not spare his own Son….” God made no exception in the case of his Son.
3. Whenever anyone comes before God covered in sin, God by the demand of his own holy nature must condemn and judge that person – even when that person is his own Son. 
4. 2 Cor. 5:21, “21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” When God the Son appeared upon Mount Calvary covered over with all the sin and shame of his people, the Father treated the Son as though the Son was a sinner. No exception was made. 
5. Paul wants us to savor how amazing is Mount Calvary. He does that in part by describing Christ as the Father’s own Son. This is the Father’s unique Son, not in the way that you are a brother of Christ, in the way that you become one of Jesus’ brothers (29) or sisters. Christ was eternal God in and of himself before the foundation of the world (Jn. 8:58).
6. God did not spare the Son who asked that it might be possible for him to be spared. It is a staggering thought that God gives his own Son for me! Especially so when I tiptoe into the Garden of Gethsemane to hear the Son praying to the father.

7.  In Matt. 26:39, we read that Jesus, “fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
8. If Jesus had not prayed that prayer, he would not have been holy. 
 Because in that foaming bitter cup of the wine of God’s wrath
 was a sense that the Father was turning his face away from the sin-bearing Son.
9. Since the Lord Jesus, in his humanity, lived the whole of his life in unbroken perfect communion with his heavenly Father, since that was the Son’s chief delight, it would have been contrary to his holy humanity not to shrink back from drinking the cup of wrath that meant broken fellowship with the Father.

10. Jesus’ plea was a holy plea. His whole being longed for fellowship with the Father, to feel the smile of the Father upon him; to contemplate those hours upon Mount Calvary where it would feel as though he had been forsaken by God WAS HELL for Jesus’s holy humanity.
11. And the marvel of this moment is that Jesus will bow and yield to God’s plan for you, whom he foreloved before space and time. If that had been my son, the cup would have been taken away.

12. Wouldn’t that be true of your child? Even the most willful and rebellious child of yours (much less a perfectly-obedient and loving one) would never face death with your willingness. Didn’t David weep inconsolably when his rebellious son Absalom, bent on killing and taking David’s throne, was killed in battle? It was as if the spear that pierced Absalom went straight into David’s own heart.

13. Here is reason you can be sure God will see you through to glory: He did not spare his own Son but delivered him up for us all. Do you think about that when you sing: “And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in that on the cross my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin”?

14. This is what puts the taste of glory into your souls on the long journey home to Jesus! God has not spared his own son for you! You can only see Mount Glory if you stand underneath the cross of Mount Calvary.
B. Son
1. The second thing to notice in this sentence is that the Son was given up, given over, delivered up. That is deliberate language on Paul’s part.
2. That verb means gave over, or delivered up.
 It recurs in the Gospel accounts. Judas plotted to deliver up Jesus. He delivered up Jesus to the temple guards. The soldiers delivered up Jesus to the high priest and the Sanhedrin. They delivered up Jesus to Pilate, who delivered up Jesus to the crucifixion squad of soldiers.

3. All the while, it was the Father (not the temple guards, not the Jewish counsel, not Pilate, not the Roman soldiers) who delivered up the Son. “In my place condemned he stood, sealed my pardon with his blood.”
4. God did to his own Son what he saved Abraham from doing to Isaac in Genesis 22. God provided the lamb for sacrifice. What God demanded, God provided. If that was true for Abraham, it is true for you this morning without any “Yes, but…” attached except your trust in the One who provides.
5. What Abraham didn’t have to do, the Father promised to do. He sent out and delivered up the Seed of the woman” (Gen. 3:15) to be the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.
6. Several times in Isaiah 53, we see this “delivered up” imagery. “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed” (53:5). “Yet it pleased the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief…” (v. 10). 

7. This is the heart of the gospel. This and this alone is the measurement of the love of God for me. “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8) John calls it the definition of love (lit: THE love; 1 Jn. 4:10).

C.  Believer

1. Finally, this sentence says something about us who trust into Christ. “32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all…”
2. Christ was delivered up for the youngest of us and the most elderly among us; he was delivered up for the strongest of us; he was delivered up for the most discouraged of us and the most confident among us.
3. Those who are sought out and those who are dismissed; those weak of faith and those of strong faith; those struggling with wayward children; those feeling the strains of marriage; those wrestling with the bitterness of addictions; those beaten up by prosperity-obedience teaching and those confident they are earning blessings all have Christ delivered up for them.

4. He …delivered him up for us all. When that truth grips your affections, you will find gospel logic begins to take hold upon your whole life. You will grow less dependent upon yourself, your good reputation, your imaginary spiritual brownie points and merit badges; you will become a creature of Jesus-dependence whose confidence lies more and more with him and less and less with the “do-good-to-earn-good” mixture of law and gospel that our flesh loves to hear.
5. If what Paul says is true, then there is something I cannot help but know. If God has gone to these lengths for me, I can be sure God will give me everything I can possibly need to make it to Mount Glory.
6. “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).
If God has delivered up God the Son, and delivered over God the Spirit to give you a new heart and new affections, will he let you down now? “O but I feel let down,” you say. “There are things going wrong in my life. I can look back to when God was really blessing me and I could trust him; but those things are gone now.”
Paul says you’re not looking in the right place. Dear hearts, there is nowhere you can go in San Antonio to be sure that God loves you. There is nothing that can happen in this wonderful city that can finally persuade you that God loves you.  There is no conference or camp meeting you can attend to be persuaded God loves you. There is no obedient act you can perform to assure yourself God loves you (See Romans 7:13 ff.). 

You must look outside yourself to Mount Calvary if you want to be assured of reaching Mount Glory.  HOW do you know God loves you and IS CARRYING you on to glory? You must look to Jesus and JESUS ONLY!
What then shall we say to these things? What do YOU say to these things? Are you trusting into the Son for your salvation this morning or are you trusting into yourself?
If your trust is in Christ alone, you can sing with all your soul, “In my place condemned he stood, sealed my pardon with his blood. Hallelujah! What a Savior!”
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