What in the World is God Doing?
Part 43: Hearing Jesus
Romans 10:14-21
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for 


“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

and their words to the ends of the world.” 

19 But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, 


“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 

with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 

20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 


“I have been found by those who did not seek me; 

I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” 

21 But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” 

A little over a century and a half ago in southeast England, there lived a young man raised in the church under strict moral guidelines. He considered himself much better than his peers since he did not engage in their outward sins. He was convinced he was earning God’s approval. 

But one day he began studying the Mosaic Law; it convicted him of sin in ways he had never known before and, despite regular church attendance, he spent several years despairing over his lack of goodness. One Sunday morning, a heavy snow storm forced him off his course to church. He turned down a side street and took refuge inside a little Primitive Methodist church where about 15 or 20 people were gathered for worship.
The snow storm prevented the minister from making the service and a local tradesman in the congregation was asked to preach. The man was unprepared and unpolished.  The preacher read Isaiah 45:22, “Look to me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth.” He spoke with poor pronunciation and grammar. But young man later wrote:
Then the good man followed up his text in this way: "Look unto Me; I am sweatin’ great drops of blood. Look unto Me; I am hangin’ on the cross. Look unto Me, I am dead and buried. Look unto Me; I rise again. Look unto Me; I ascend to Heaven. Look unto Me; I am sitting at the Father’s right hand. O poor sinner, look unto Me! Look unto Me!" 
…Then he looked at me under the gallery, and I daresay with so few present, he knew me to be a stranger. 

Just fixing his eyes on me, as if he knew all my heart, he said, "Young man, you look very miserable. …And you will always be miserable—miserable in life and miserable in death—if you don’t obey my text; but if you obey now, this moment, you will be saved." Then lifting up his hands, he shouted, as only a Primitive Methodist could do, "Young man, look to Jesus Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have nothing to do but look and live!" 

I saw at once the way of salvation. . . . when I heard that word, "Look!" what a charming word it seemed to me. Oh! I looked until I could almost have looked my eyes away. 

There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, and that moment I saw the sun; and I could have risen that instant, and sung with the most enthusiastic of them, of the precious blood of Christ, and the simple faith which looks alone to Him. Oh, that somebody had told me this before, "Trust Christ, and you shall be saved." …I listened to the Word of God and that precious text led me to the cross of Christ. …I thought I could have sprung from the seat in which I sat, and have called out with the wildest of those Methodist brethren . . . "I am forgiven! I am forgiven! A monument of grace! A sinner saved by blood!"
 
Young Charles Spurgeon, soon to be known as The Prince of Preachers, discovered that morning that at the heart of the gospel is a free and open invitation for all to come to Christ. It is not complicated. It requires no theological degree, no years of moral self-preparation, no eloquent speaker, no special music, and no particular kind of performance. 
As is the case with so many of God’s faithful servants, we will never know the name of the tradesman pressed into preaching the Word of the Lord during that January blizzard in 1850. But he offered a great example of what Paul has been saying to these Roman Christians; people do not come to Christ because the gospel is complicated or because it is only for some. They come because of the work of the Holy Spirit through the preached Word.  

I. HOW THE GOSPEL COMES (10:14-17)
A. Broken-Hearted Preacher
1. The gospel is for ALL who will call upon the name of the Lord. The gospel really is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (1:16). 

2. That is precisely what breaks Paul’s heart over his fellow Jews’ rejection of Messiah Jesus. He has been thinking through this heartbreak in chapters 9 and 10 by going back to scripture. In chapter 11, he will come to some conclusions about ethnic Israel and Messiah Jesus. 
3. You can see how important this is to Paul. The very people who held the gospel message in Holy Scripture have rejected the promised Messiah, himself a fellow Jew. “What has gone wrong?” Paul asks.

4. In verses 14-17, Paul explains how the gospel comes to any person so that they may call on the Lord Jesus. Then, in verses 18-21, Paul examines two very important questions about what that means for his fellow Jews and, then, for us all.
B. Gospel Preaching (14-17)
1. Paul is looking for a breakdown in the process of the salvation of ethnic Israel. So he examines the chain of evangelism: 1) people cannot call on Him upon whom they haven’t believed; 2) they cannot believe if they haven’t heard; 3) hearing comes from a preacher; 4) preachers need to be called and sent by God. So where is the breakdown in the process?
2. It’s an informative question for us. Even though Paul’s context is still the question of the salvation of ethnic Israel, he is giving us the process of how the gospel comes to anybody.

3. It’s God’s message. It’s about him; it comes from him. He sends out messengers. Spurgeon could tell us those messengers aren’t always pretty, or well-spoken, or highly educated. But they are ALL called by God.
4. Some, like the prophets and apostles were called and sent directly from God. Some are called by God and sent by Christ though his church (like Timothy whose elders recognized God’s call and ordained him to ministry; 1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 1:6). 

5. There are also those neither called nor sent by God. Paul points out in 2 Cor. 11:13-15 that some who preach are messengers of Satan. “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”

6. They don’t come with a sign that says, “False teacher.” They come disguised as servants of righteousness, slipping in like wolves (Matt. 7:15; Acts 20:29). They offer a copy of rightness with God apart from the real imputed righteousness of Christ. 
7. But those called and sent by God preach Christ in all his imputed perfection -- Christ crucified, resurrected, and ascended – just like that nameless servant God used to save Spurgeon. That humble man was a link in the great chain of evangelism.

8. Because God used that simple message on that winter’s day, thousands would be saved through God’s word spoken by Charles Spurgeon. God’s messengers must and will proclaim God’s message. 

9. God is heard through his message. When you hear the word rightly preached, you hear God speaking. “God’s message makes sinners sad, saints glad, and pretenders mad” because it calls out their secret trust in themselves for all or part of their salvation.
 
10. If you’re here trusting into Christ this morning, YOU have God’s message. I have been called and sent by Christ, ordained with a special duty to regularly preach and teach the word and to lead worship. 
11. Paul attaches a special emphasis on preaching by preachers. We might think preaching was common in Paul’s day but not necessary in ours. But the most common form of communication in Paul’s day was drama – plays. Preaching was just as foolish then as now. But it is a God-ordained means of grace.

12. All believers can share that same message. That’s why I’ve been asking you if your heart is broken over the lostness of the lost as was Paul’s. Have you been praying for God to break your heart? 
13. Have you been praying for divine appointments to share the message? Do you really trust God’s message can make a difference in people’s lives? Do you really trust that God can and will testify through you? 
14. When we really trust that God uses us to share his message, it can transform congregations, neighborhoods, and cities. Do you know why? Because God uses YOU to raise dead people to life in the power of his Spirit through his word! Don’t you want to raise the dead? Ask God for opportunities. He is faithful to provide them.
15. Have you noticed this chain of evangelism begins with God and ends with God? God calls and sends his messengers and, in the end, those who hear must call upon God for salvation. The process that begins with the divine initiative ends in the divine saving of the soul. What a magnificent illustration of the divine truth, “Salvation is of the Lord” (cf. Jn. 2:9).

16. But it’s not enough for someone to hear the good news of God’s one-way love in Christ Jesus. They must trust it. They must call upon his name. Here is where the chain of evangelism breaks down for ethnic Israel.
17. Look at vv. 16-17. 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

18. Paul quotes the opening verse of Isaiah’ song of the suffering servant. It is at once a song of Christ’s crucifixion and of Israel’s ultimate confession over how they treated Messiah at his first coming. They confess and mourn over their rejection of him.
19. Paul says they heard the message but not all of them obeyed the gospel. Wait. Doesn’t that suggest some kind of law-keeping is necessary to receive God’s message of salvation? 

20.  The way Paul links verse 16 and 17 together, he makes it clear that the obedience God requires is trusting God’s message of salvation in Christ alone. Paul links obedience and trust in two other places in Romans (1:5; 16:26).

21. Recall that when Jesus was asked about the obedience of performing for God he replied, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
22. Paul speaks of obedience to show that Israel’s situation is the result not simply of a relatively passive unbelief, but of a definite and culpable refusal to respond to God’s gracious initiative (see 10:3 and 21).

23. It’s a good thing to know scripture. But ethnic Israel knew scripture. The pious Jew tied scriptures to his arm and his forehead. They recited them; read them; studied them, discussed them, wrote and read commentaries about them.
24. But they violently rejected the One about whom scriptures were written. The Bible testifies to the MEANS of life with God. The Bible is not the end in itself; Christ is the end and the majority of ethnic Israel had rejected Christ.
II. TWO QUESTIONS (10:18-21)
A. Hearing (18)
1. So Paul begins a series of 4 questions that begin “But I ask…” (10:18, 19; 11:1, 11). He is still probing the problem of Israel’s rejection of Christ. 
2. 18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” 

3. Paul takes Psalm 19:4, which sings of God’s general revelation in nature, and applies it to the preaching of the gospel. Just like the physical beauty of creation, the spiritual beauty of the gospel and the feet of those who share it, go out into all the world (see also: 15:19, 23; Col. 1:5, 23).

4. Paul says that everywhere he has been in the world he has been clear that salvation is found only in Messiah Jesus. His fellow Jews have heard the gospel preached just like they have read it in scripture their whole lives.
B. Understanding (19-21)
1. Paul then turns to the question, “Did Israel not understand what would happen if they rejected God’s message of salvation by grace alone in the Promised Seed, Messiah Jesus alone?”
2. Paul quotes Moses from Deut. 23:21, “They have made me jealous with what is no god; they have provoked me to anger with their idols. So I will make them jealous with those who are no people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.”

3. 1st-century Jews would be highly insulted by that quote. They believed they had purged idol-worship from their nation following their return from Babylonian captivity. Didn’t they have an impressive beautiful temple and passionate religious followers of YHWH? No Baal statue or Asherah pole had stood in Palestine for the last 400 years.
4. Paul is telling them that without the revealed Christ, the god they worship is a no god (NOT YHWH!); ethnic Israel has become an idol-worshipping no people, just as if they had been recaptured and re-enslaved (9:25-26) by Assyria or Babylon.
5. As Moses promised, the One True God has called out uncircumcised Gentiles to trust into the work of the Promised Seed. We read 1 Pt. 2:9 as our Assurance of Pardon this morning (Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people). Peter is referring to the same scriptural promise as Paul. God has made an Israel of Faith out of both uncircumcised and circumcised people (Hos. 2:23; Rom. 9:6; Gal. 3:29).
6. What idol was 1st-century Judaism worshipping? They worshipped the idol of their own relative morality, utterly rejecting the perfection of Christ Jesus, God of God and Light of Lights. 
7. They worshiped according to the false doctrine of their “covenant faithfulness” + God’s electing grace of Abraham as the means to merit their right standing with the God. But God’s Law DEMANDS total, life-long perfect Law-keeping, not relative morality.
8. It’s not just the Law of Moses that promises God will bring in the uncircumcised. The Prophets promise the same. Paul quotes Isaiah 65:1, God has revealed himself to the uncircumcised.

9. In Isaiah 65, God described idol-worshipping Israel as thinking themselves too good to be around pagans. He quotes them as saying to pagans, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

10. Israel refused to see the gospel. Israel refused to share the gospel. So God revealed himself to the lost and hopeless and made THEM his people.
11. That theme appears again in Revelation. Do you know where? It appears in the letters to the seven churches. Some congregations had given up and given themselves over to false teaching; some had simply grown satisfied and lazy. Ephesus held to sound doctrine but had lost its love for Christ.
12. Christ’s repeated warning to those who, in effect said, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” was this:

 I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent (Rev. 2:5).

Jesus’ warning should be a frightening thing to people to have been given the gospel but trade it in for a sense of their own self-satisfied righteousness and a commitment to strengthen their inward-facing culture. This was the Israel of Paul’s day. It was also the state of the churches Paul founded just a few decades into their existence.

What is the cure for gospel apathy and self-satisfaction? Here is the cure: “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.” (10:21; Isa. 65:2). 

Remember Exodus 17? Israel was in a battle against the Amalekites. As long as Moses held out his staff, Israel prevailed. When his arms grew weary and drooped, Israel began to lose. Aaron and Hur had to hold up Moses’ arms for Israel’s army to be saved.

But God holds out his hands all by himself, and all day long. Can you see the imagery? God with outstretched hands; God – exhausted, despised and rejected by men – holding out his hands to all who will come!

This is the unwearied, one-love of God for his people played out as God’s hands are stretched out and nailed to a cross! 

Not nails, but one-way love held God’s arms outstretched. 
Will you not flee to such love this morning? Will you not let it heal you and fill you?
O people of God, return to your first love this morning!

O weary, way-worn wanderer weighed down by the crushing burden of perfection you can never achieve; will you not look to Messiah Jesus this morning and call upon his name? 

To quote that nameless preacher whose simple sermon saved The Prince of Preachers one stormy day so many years ago, “Jesus Christ says, ‘Look to me’”:

Look unto Me; I am sweatin’ great drops of blood. Look unto Me; I am hangin’ on the cross. Look unto Me, I am dead and buried. Look unto Me; I rise again. Look unto Me; I ascend to Heaven. Look unto Me; I am sitting at the Father’s right hand. O poor sinner, look unto Me! Look unto Me! 
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
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