What in the World is God Doing?
Part 45: Plan, Pruning, Pride
Romans 11:11-24
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 

13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.

Paul, in Romans chapters 9-11, has been explaining one of his opening sentences of the letter: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (1:16).
Paul is conscious of his call to be a missionary to the Gentiles. And yet, from the very beginning of his letter, he acknowledges that the gospel is to the Jew first. Paul was burdened for all the lost, both Jew and Gentile. 
Romans 9-11 is primarily about the grace of God to rebellious, inward-focused humans who earn nothing from God but wrath, and yet, purely out of God’s one-way love, are seated together at a glorious pan-ethnic feasting table because the wrath we are due as children born into Adam’s sin was poured out upon God the Son in our place. This is the gospel that drives Paul to weep and pray for all people groups destined to eternal wrath.

In Rome, Jewish church members looked to their diets and holidays, their style of dress, their circumcision, and other distinctively Jewish spiritual participation trophies. Gentiles looked to their freedom from such rules, and their ability to interact with all of Roman society without cultural restrictions. The Gentiles were winners the battle for nickels, noses, and power. In their minds, God clearly approved of them more than the Jews.

Paul’s teaching has a primary purpose. He wants to draw us out of ourselves and further into the grace of God in Messiah Jesus so that we too will be as passionate about the lostness of the lost as we are to be about worship, prayer, and discipleship.
“Stop looking inward to weaponize your relative morality,” Paul says, “and deal with one another in love so you can all participate in raising the walking dead to life!”   So, again I ask, is your heart broken for the spiritually dead? Are you praying to see people brought to life in Christ? Are you asking God to bring you divine appointments to share the good news?
Like Rome, every congregational conflict has this at its core: The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has become less important than ___________.  The blank can be forms of worship; it can be style of dress; it can be a personal or cultural conflict; it can be anything that isn’t meeting what I think my needs are. The main thing is no longer the main thing.
In Rome, the gospel was in danger of taking a back seat to Jewishness verses “Gentileness.” So Paul, in 11:11-24, addresses the Gentile members of the congregation to explain their place in salvation history and remind them that salvation is by God’s grace alone. Their pride conflicts with the gospel and damages the church’s gospel culture.
I. PLAN (11:11-15)
A. Review
1. Paul has proved God’s great plan of salvation through Messiah Jesus could be found in the Law, the Writings, and the Prophets – all throughout the Jewish Scriptures.
2. In every generation of Paul’s Jewish kinsmen, God has granted trust into the person and work of the promised Messiah among some of ethnic Israel’s members. But not all who were ethnic Jews possessed that saving trust.

3.  “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter” (Rom. 2:28-29). Not every ethnic/outward Jew was a member of God’s covenant with Abraham, regardless of their circumcision, their outward appearance, and their outward practice.
4. But that fact did not discredit God’s righteousness or sovereignty because God’s saving grace has always been discriminating; he has always had a remnant of believers (like Elijah and Paul; 11:1-6) among the merely outward professors.

5. In Luke’s Gospel, we see Simeon, who was waiting for the consolation of Israel (Lk. 2:25); he proclaimed the infant Messiah Jesus, “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel” (2:32).

6. That same day in the temple, Luke writes the prophetess Anna also testified of Messiah Jesus “to all [the remnant] who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem” (2:36-38). Those are two examples of the Jewish remnant (Rom. 11:1-10).
7. But God’s gracious offer of a bountiful table has, for the majority of ethnic Israel, become a snare (11:9). They hardened their hearts to God’s free grace in favor of grace + merit/works/relative morality.
8. Every gospel preacher knows that preaching law (“do good to earn good”) rarely hardens anyone’s heart. We are all creatures of law. What hardens people’s hearts is the absolutely unmerited, one-way love of God in Christ Jesus. The bounty becomes the snare.
9. Paul warns the Gentiles of Rome of this snare – turning away from grace through Messiah Jesus alone. To the extent they have turned from grace toward the supposed merit of relative morality, they have hardened their hearts against both God and their Jewish brothers and sisters.
B. Irrevocable Doom? (11-12)
1. Paul writes, “11 So I ask, did they [ethnic Israel] stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean!”
2. Ethnic Israel is not doomed. God’s eternal decree has always involved creating a people from every tribe and language and nation to bear his name – a people so numerous John the Revelator cannot find a number to describe it (Rev. 7:9, “a great multitude no one could number.”).
3. The majority of ethnic Israel’s “trespass,” (cf. 5:15) of rejecting Messiah was part of God’s eternal plan of salvation. God has allowed the great majority of Jewish hearts to be hardened against grace alone so that his promise to bless all families/people groups (riches for the world) through Abraham can be fulfilled – one people, one kingdom, one Messiah.

4. Paul says as elect (but not-yet-believing) Jews see Gentiles experiencing peace with God solely on the basis of Messiah Jesus’ perfect righteousness and sacrificial death, they will become jealous. The Holy Spirit creates envy of this rightness with God not based on works and draws them into the true Israel of God (9:6)
 in which all who trust into Christ are the true children of Abraham (Gal. 3:29).
5. Before Messiah’s incarnation, if a Gentile was drawn to the promise of salvation in Messiah, that Gentile had to become a Jew. But when Jesus was lifted up, no longer did one need to come through Judaism to find Messiah’s salvation. 
6. The majority of ethnic Jews rejected Messiah Jesus and the universal offer of salvation he brought (as they still do to this day). But ethnic Jews still have as much free access to the Covenant of Grace as they had enjoyed since Abraham and the Patriarchs (cf. 11:15-16: lump, root). That access is only and always by trust into the perfect work of the promised Messiah.  
7. Gentile inclusion among the true people of God who trust into God’s gracious provision does not depend upon the rejection of the Jewish race. If Gentiles come to Christ in light of the majority of ethnic Israel’s rejection, how much more will the world be blessed when more and more elect Jews come to Christ (12b)?
 
C. Hey, Gentiles (13-15)
1. “13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? ”
2. Paul tells the Roman Gentiles that his ministry to them is bringing about Moses’ prophecy of Deut. 32:21 (cited in 10:19): “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry,”  
3. Through the gospel preached to non-Jews, God brings about the jealousy of some (elect) Jews. How? Because of the UNMERITED (grace + nothing!) salvation freely offered to all people of the world in Messiah Jesus. 
4. Their envy of Gentile salvation (v. 14) apart from law-keeping is what the Holy Spirit uses to bring them to saving trust into Christ. And trusting into Christ is the only means to raise those walking dead in Adam’s sin into life in Christ (v. 15; Eph. 2:1-5, “But God …even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ”).
5. Some teachers take these verses as a promise that all ethnic Jews will trust into Christ at some future date. I don’t see that in the context of Paul’s discussion of individual election in these chapters. 
6. He has spoken of God shedding his grace on individuals (Jacob) and not on others (Esau) – all of whom were circumcised, outward members of Israel. From there he has spoken of a remnant (v. 5). Here he speaks of saving some.

7. Whether or not God chooses at some future time to save a vast number of Jews at once (more on that next week), Paul nowhere references the present-day political nation-state of Israel. Political nation-states don’t get saved. 
8. Paul moves back and forth between individual election/salvation and discussion of people groups in this passage.
 Paul will say in 12:4-5: “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”
9. He is very plain in Galatians 3:27-29: For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.” 
10. Everyone who trusts into Messiah Jesus becomes part of ONE PEOPLE GROUP, the Israel of God. There is no “us versus them” in Christ’s kingdom. Individuals, both Jew and non-Jew, are saved by trust alone into Christ alone, by the discriminating one-way love of God alone. 
11. This has always been the ONLY WAY anyone (Jew or non-Jew) could ever enter into a right relationship with the holy Creator God. Salvation brings all believers into the same lump of dough, joined to one root of the olive tree.

II. PRUNING AND PRIDE (11:16-24)
A. Lump and Root
1. 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches. The entirety of ethnic Israel was set apart (holy) by God through his promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel.
2. Ethnic Israel (as a people group) was chosen to be God’s “treasured possession” (Deut. 14:2). Remember, Peter takes those very words and applies them to both Jew AND Gentile Jesus-followers: “9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Pt. 2:9-10).

3. Paul’s lump of dough metaphor is a reference to God’s demand in Num. 15:17-21 that, Israelites were to take a lump of their first batch of dough from the first wheat harvest every year and offer a cake to God. It was recognition that the entire harvest belonged to God and was HIS gift to them. God was sovereign over the entire harvest to do with as HE pleased.
4. So if Abraham and the Patriarchs were set apart by God, then all of ethnic Israel was set apart to receive God’s two words: Law and Gospel. Jews not elect to salvation hardened their hearts to the Gospel and used God’s Law to prove their relative morality – all throughout their history.
5. The elect individuals of ethnic Israel, all throughout their history, looked to the righteousness and forgiveness of sin offered in the Promised Seed/Messiah (the Angel of the Lord, the Arm, the Branch, the Servant of the Lord) pictured by the sacrificial animals, and promised in the prophecies. His righteous character was described in the Law, personified in the Wisdom literature, and sung in the Psalms. 
B. Grafting and Breaking (17-24)
1. Gentiles, says Paul here in Romans, were not originally part of the cultivated tree. They were a wild olive shoot …grafted in to now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree.

2. Elect Jews throughout history were always part of that holy root of salvation; they required no grafting in. Non-elect Jews, by their hardness of heart against the gospel, were broken off.

3. Paul wrote in Galatians 3:3-9 of the root of the gospel preached to Abraham, “8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith [emphasis added].
4. The word “nations” in OT language does NOT refer to political nation-states; it refers to Gentiles. Jesus’ Great Commission, to “make disciples of all nations.” means “Go disciple the Gentiles” not “Go make Greece or the United States, or Great Britton into Christian political entities” (Matt. 28:19). 

5. So if all who trust into the gospel of Christ do so ONLY because of God’s discriminating grace (11:6), then Gentiles have absolutely no relative merit over the Jewish believers in Rome or over ANY unbeliever (Jew or Gentile).
6. That is the reason for this section of Romans 11. Paul points his finger at the Gentiles and says, “…you Gentiles…18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are [arrogant], remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, ‘Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.’”
7. Every privilege of peace with God, every scrap of bounty from God’s feasting table, comes to us Gentiles through God’s gracious covenant with Abraham accomplished in and through Messiah Jesus. We are wild branches unnaturally (v. 24) grafted into the cultivated Jewish tree of Messiah Jesus (Jn. 15:5).
8. The evidence of your election is not your baptism, your church membership or your outward appearances. The evidence is your trust into Messiah Jesus, the outworking of which is kindness and a humble spirit before believers and unbelievers (gospel culture).

9. So, says Paul, “20…stand fast through trust. …do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.”
10. Paul is NOT warning that any elect individual “Gentiles” (v. 13) can lose their salvation by failure to perform enough works. Like OT Israel, the church has corporate/outward members who arrogantly, inwardly rely on their relative morality rather than standing fast through trust into the perfect works and sacrificial death Messiah Jesus alone.
11. These outward members have professed faith, received the covenant sign of baptism, but still cling to their relative morality, their mirage of merit, as a means of earning all or part of their salvation – just like Judas Iscariot (who raised the dead, healed the sick, and proclaimed the gospel). 
12. In Rome, the Gentile pride formed part of the threat to the church’s gospel culture.
 To them, it was all about the scoreboard. THEY had the big numbers so God must love them more.
13. Paul reminds them that God, in his sovereign plan of salvation, can turn away from one people group to another. And these proud Gentiles may find themselves again in the ethnic minority among God’s chosen people, the true Israel of God (9:6; Gal. 3:29; 6:16).
Individually-elect people, really and truly saved by trusting into God’s one-way love alone, still war against sinful flesh. “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, like that Jewish Jesus-follower standing over there refusing to eat my beautiful pork casserole.” Our flesh is desperate for its own glory. Our Adam 1.0 hardware even craves to steal glory from the good works Jesus performs through us by his Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:10).

Paul teaches we obtain access to God’s bountiful table by trust “into this grace in which we stand” (5:2). He commands we “stand fast in trust” (11:20). He is warning us to flee to Christ alone, remain standing upon Christ alone, and abandon any sense of our own merit. The old Adam doesn’t need to get better; he needs to die so that we can stand more and more in the merit of Messiah Jesus alone.
Relative morality poisons gospel culture. No unbeliever (Jew or Gentile) will be remotely jealous of people who lack peaceful, joyful, loving humility.  Paul will go on to explain how a gospel culture deals with people in love and longs to see the walking dead raised from death in Adam to life in Messiah Jesus (Rom. 12-15).
There is always hope for the lost, desperately clinging to participation trophies of relative morality: And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again.
Flee to Messiah Jesus, this morning. Trust into his merit alone. Stand in his grace and sit at his bountiful table of one-way love where kindness and humble peace and joy abound.
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