What in the World is God Doing?
Part 46: Mercy on All
Romans 11:25-32
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 


“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 

he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 


27 and this will be my covenant with them 

when I take away their sins.” 

28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience (Rom. 1:18-3:20), that he may have mercy on all. 

Romans 9-11 are primarily about the grace of God to rebellious, inward-focused humans who earn nothing from God but wrath. Yet, purely out of God’s one-way love, Jews and Gentiles are seated together at Messiah’s glorious feasting table because the wrath we are due as children born into Adam’s sin was poured out upon God the Son in our place. This is the gospel that drives Paul to weep and pray for all people groups destined to eternal wrath.

He is writing these three chapters about Israel to a church that is primarily non-Jewish. So why does he take up so much valuable parchment writing about what no-doubt seemed to some listeners as a purely Jewish minority issue? Because the gospel culture in the church was being threatened by people’s self-focus and relative morality – their “I’m better than you because…” mentality driven by their sinful flesh.
Jewish church members looked to their diets and holidays, their style of dress, their circumcision, and other distinctively Jewish spiritual participation trophies; they believed they earned more of God’s approval. Gentiles looked to their freedom from such rules, and their ability to interact with all of Roman society without cultural restrictions. The Gentile Christians were winning the battle for nickels, noses, and power. In Gentile minds, God clearly approved of them more than the Jesus-following Jews.

Paul writes to draw us out of ourselves and further into the grace of God in Messiah Jesus so that we too will be as passionate about the lostness of the lost as we are to be about worship, prayer, and discipleship. He uses these chapters to remind us that the main thing really is the main thing.
The main thing is God’s great plan of saving people from every tribe and tongue and nation in and through Messiah Jesus. The main thing is NOT who will or will not eat my lovely pork and shellfish casserole, but whether I long to see the walking dead raised to life in Christ Jesus. Why do we know that is the main point of Romans? Because if Paul simply wanted to modify the congregation’s behavior and hit them up for some mission money, he would have begun the letter with chapter 12 and skipped over all this theology stuff about law, sin, Adam, Abraham, Moses, Christ, and God’s discriminating grace and sovereignty, eternal glory, and covenant faithfulness to Israel. 
The main thing is the Good News of Messiah Jesus. God is calling out elect Jews, Gentiles, slaves, free, men, women, children, rich, poor, educated and ignorant – all kinds of people – into one kingdom with one destiny of eternal glory and one root (the Abrahamic covenant).
I. NATURE OF MYSTERY (11:25-26)
A. Jealousy Narrative
1. Last week, Paul told us that God was creating jealousy among elect Jews over the salvation of Gentiles. Paul wanted his ministry to the Gentile would be a source of jealousy.
2. His hope was that Jews, weighed down by the burdens of the law that neither they nor their forefathers could bear (Acts 15:10), would see the humble joy and peaceful confidence of salvation displayed in Jesus-followers who were not subject to the Mosaic Law as a code of grace + works salvation.
3. Those exhausted by never knowing if they had performed enough to merit being right with God would be jealous of the rest these Jewish and Gentile believers were experiencing as they trusted into Messiah Jesus’ perfect merit and sacrifice for sin.
4. Of course, what person in their right mind would be jealous of a squabbling, gossiping, backbiting congregation? And that’s why the main thing always has to be the main thing in the church; there has to be a gospel culture.
5. So Paul warns the Gentiles that they are grafted into the root that is God’s saving covenant with Abraham and the Patriarchs; Gentile pride is completely contrary to the gospel of grace alone through Christ alone.
6. In no uncertain terms he has just told them that for the Jews, even for those who had become delinquent, and initially hardened, the door of opportunity to be saved was standing open at least as widely as it did for the Gentiles (verse 24).

7. Then he turns back to the whole congregation (you shifts from singular to plural) to correct their eye problem: Lest you be wise in your own sight….
B. Mystery Revealed
1. …I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers…. What does Paul mean by this word “mystery”? 
2. He gives us a definition in Rom. 16:25-26 “…that [which] was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations….”

3. In “Paul-speak,” a mystery is a truth that cannot be known without God revealing it. In particular, biblical mysteries find their full revelation in Christ Jesus.
4. Here’s the mystery: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way [or, and so; οὕτως does not mean “after that,” indicating a time sequence] all Israel will be saved…. What does that mean? Who constitutes all Israel? What is the fullness of the Gentiles?
5. It is one of the most difficult sections in all scripture; so it’s no surprise that there are as many opinions on this text as there are commentaries. Every Greek word in this section has been scrutinized by scholars arguing their views.

6. Picking a conservative commentary won’t help. Going to a Reformed scholar or preacher won’t help. There is no clear majority interpretation. Most writers base their understanding of this section on their particular view of eschatology (the study of last things/end times).
7. But we can fit most conservative opinions into two broad categories. A logical reading of the text supports either of these basic views:
a) The mystery is: a vast number of ethnic Jews will be saved in fulfillment of God’s covenant promises to the OT nation of Israel. This will a mass conversion at or shortly before Christ’s second coming after all elect Gentiles have been saved. 
b) The phrase all Israel (v. 26) refers to elect ethnic Jews who are being saved alongside elect Gentiles in every generation so that God may have mercy on all (v. 31). The divine mystery is how God uses two distinct people groups (ethnic Jews and non-Jews) to evangelize one another as God builds and consummates Messiah Jesus’ kingdom.
8. Before we look at a specific meaning of verses 25-26, let’s remember THE MAIN THING (again): God commands his people to participate in raising the walking dead into life in Christ by spreading the Good News of salvation in Messiah Jesus alone.
 
9. Paul is encouraging the Roman church that there is hope for the salvation of Jews, just as there is hope for the salvation of Gentiles. So don’t stop telling Jews about Messiah Jesus.
10. Romans chapter 11 is NOT some esoteric theology lesson on the future of world politics! It is about evangelizing the lost. It is about two very real things: death and life. 
11. Gentiles without Christ are the walking dead. Jews without Christ are the walking dead. There is life ONLY in Messiah Jesus. And Messiah Jesus commands you to offer life to the dead. The main thing is the main thing.

C. Take Heart
1. Paul wants the Romans to take heart, not live in discouraged ignorance. Ethnic Israel is only partially hardened. That is, there is a remnant of elect, Messiah-trusting Jews being called into the one people of God in an amazing way.
2. Non-elect Jews reject Messiah Jesus in favor of their grace + faithful works scheme. Grace alone is offensive. It’s unnatural; nothing in the world of human experience works that way. You have to “pay to play.”

3. “Because of their trespass” (v. 11), the gospel is proclaimed to Gentiles and elect Gentiles repent and trust into Christ alone – salvation to the Gentiles (v.11 – obviously, not ALL Gentiles everywhere are saved). They are baptized, but not circumcised. Most amazingly, those who were Gentiles identify with Messiah without converting to Judaism yet they participate in saving elect Jews!
4. These EX-Gentiles (now a particular holy people), worshiping the God of Israel through Messiah Jesus, display such a joyful humility and confidence in their salvation apart from circumcision and law-keeping that elect Jews become jealous (v. 11) and are drawn into Messiah’s kingdom.

5. The result of this mystery is 31 …by the mercy shown to you [elect Gentiles] they [elect Jews] also may now receive mercy. And in this marvelous unforeseen way, God 32 …may have mercy on all.
6. Paul is very plain in Galatians 3:27-29: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.” 

7. The hardening Paul says has come upon part of Israel (v. 25) was true in OT times; it was true in Paul’s day; is true now; will still be a fact in the future. A remnant of Israel, in every age, is saved (see 9:27; 11:1–5)?

8. In the same way, a remnant of elect Gentiles has been saved in every age from the time of Adam to the time of Christ’s return when the fullness of the number of elect (Jew and Gentile, v. 25) is reached.
9. Scripture is very clear on this point. The full number of the elect will be reached on the day of Christ’s glorious Return. Once he has returned there is no longer any opportunity for accepting the gospel call regardless of one’s ethnicity.

10. Just consider the numbers game among Gentiles. Not every non-Jew on the planet trusts Jesus. Such has never been the case. Far more Gentiles merely identify culturally with Christianity than actually trust into Christ. 
11. The mystery is not a mass conversion in a particular generation; the mystery is how God works salvation among these two people groups – Jews and non-Jews. When Paul thinks about how God uses both Jew and Gentile to participate in one another’s salvation, he will break out in song over this mystery revealed in and through Christ Jesus (vv. 33-36)!

12. Evangelism, the raising of the dead to life, is what excites Paul. It makes him weep. It makes him pray. And makes him sing. Does evangelism excite you? I pray it does!

13. Keep the main thing the main thing! Paul is not addressing a national future for the modern political nation/state Israel. He is expressing passionate interest in seeing all kinds of people brought to life in Christ to be citizens of Messiah’s glorious, eternal kingdom.
II. BIBLICAL TESTIMONY TO MYSTERY (11:26-27)
A. Doctor of Theology
1. Paul, in vv. 26-27, turns back to the scripture to prove his teaching. But he doesn’t quote one single passage; he blends several together using quotes from both the original Hebrew and the Greek translations.
2. Paul displays an amazing command of scripture and he weaves it together yet again to show this mystery of Messiah Jesus as the means of salvation for elect Israel.
3. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion,/ he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;/ 27 “and this will be my covenant with them/ when I take away their sins.” 

4. Paul quotes several passages; such as, Isa. 59:20; 27:9; 59:21, in that order, with reminders of Micah 5:2 (or a similar verse) and probably Jer. 31:31 f.

5. Again, Paul is arguing that ethnic Israel had the promise of Messiah Jesus as the one who would take away sins – not simply make it possible for humans to earn their own blamelessness.

B. Jesus was a Jew
1. Paul actually changes a preposition in his quote from Isa. 59:20. The words “The Deliverer will come from Zion” are quoted from LXX Isa. 59:20, except the LXX literally reads “for the sake of Zion;” the original Hebrew reads, “to Zion,” and Paul “out of (or from) Zion.”
2. Why change the preposition? Paul is demonstrating to the ethnic Jews that Jesus is the promised Messiah. But he is also reminding the Gentiles that their salvation is an in-grafting (11:17-24) into the root of the Messianic Promise made to Adam and confirmed to Abraham.
3. The Seed of the woman (promised to Adam) was to come from the loins of Abraham and be a blessing not only to Abraham’s physical descendants, but also to those of every tribe, and tongue, and nation. 

4. Abraham, by the way, was not a Jew. He was a moon-god-worshipping pagan chosen/elected by God. Ethnic Jewishness comes out of Jacob/Israel and his 12 sons/tribes. Jesus was a member of the tribe of Judah (as was King David).
5. Paul is saying, “Hey Gentiles, you worship a Jew!” What an amazing mystery is revealed in Messiah Jesus – salvation for Israel (to Zion) and all the peoples of the world (from Zion) by the removal of sin (See Rom. 4:25; 5:8, 9, 19; 8:1–3)!
III. EXPLAINATION OF MYSTERY (11:28-32)
A. Enemies to Beloved (28-30)
1. If you need further proof that Romans 11 is all about the mystery of salvation revealed in Messiah Jesus, let’s look at vv. 28-32.
2. 28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience….
3. Do you recall why God gave the Patriarch Jacob the name “Israel” (Gen. 32:28; 35:10)? Jacob had a wrestling match with the pre-incarnate Messiah Jesus. He lost; but he received the name, “Fights with God.” The name also means, “God fights for.”
4. Pre-believing Jews elected to salvation fight against Messiah Jesus. Like Saul Paulus of Tarsus who Messiah Jesus arrested and asked, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4).

5. Like Jacob long before him, Saul fought against God; but God fought for Saul Paulus. Paul was once an enemy of God, yet God loved him and fought for him on a hill overlooking a garbage dump, nailed to a cross between two criminals.
6. Beloved, do you see the mystery of Messiah Jesus that makes Paul weep, and pray and sing? God fights to turn haters into lovers; hiders into seekers; enemies into friends; those who labor into those who rest!
B. Disobedience to Mercy (31-32)
1. 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
2. Do you see the wonderful mystery? YOU who were disobedient, who fought against God, have been shown mercy – not so that you can sit on the gift contentedly pursuing your own glory.
3. You have received God’s mercy (God fought for you) so that you can pass on God’s mercy to God’s enemies so that Jacob’s children can know Messiah Jesus through non-Jews and Jews; and so that all your neighbors whom the Lord awakens can enter into the People of God.
May I ask you a question this morning? When you hear of yet another terrorist attack and the slaughtering of men, women, and children going about their daily lives, what is your first reaction? Is it anger, hatred? 
In light of Paul’s teaching here, what do you think your first response should be?  Do you have a heart for the lostness of the lost? Does your heart break over the enemies of Messiah Jesus? 

Now, here’s the beautiful thing: WHAT GOD COMMANDS, GOD PROVIDES. Will you not ask God to provide you a heart that weeps over the lost, that fervently prays for God to turn his disobedient enemies into humble, joyful fellow servants of Messiah Jesus?   

Beloved, the main thing is the mercy of God in Messiah Jesus. The main thing is the main thing!

Perhaps you’re here this morning and you find yourself to be like most of Israel’s children. You identify with God’s people, but your hope is in trying to earn merit (brownie points) with God. Up till this day you have rejected Jesus’ free offer to give you all of his perfect merit and to pay for all of your sins by his sacrificial death on Calvary’s cross.

We invite you to repent of trying to earn for yourself what God freely offers; receive and rest in Messiah Jesus alone. Those who insist on earning merit from God are enemies of God. But those who cry out for his mercy will freely receive it. 
We invite you to cry out to Messiah Jesus this morning by simply saying, “Thank you, Lord Jesus, for living and dying for me.”

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food (Isa. 55:1-2).
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