What in the World is God Doing?
Part 53: Wake Up and Love!
Romans 13:8-14
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been examining what Paul has to say about gospel-centered thinking and how our transformed minds produce transformed living in the gospel community, outside that community among the spiritually-dead, and toward whatever God-ordained government in which we live.
Paul has commanded us to be a blessing to all of those around us by serving others in any and every way possible. Our lives do not belong to us. Jesus purchased us body and soul and he has given us away to the church and our neighbors. In the last passage, he told us how that fact changes the way we look upon civil government.
He wrote that civil authorities are sovereignly placed over people by God. Even the increasingly-unstable Emperor Nero who would later execute Paul and crucify Peter was due honor and respect as God’s priest over government. Paul uses language that describes church work and church offices to describe the work of those in government. He doesn’t describe any particular form of civil government or any moral qualities of civil government as conditions for your submission to, and honoring of, leaders.
The leaders given authority over us are placed there by God, regardless of our opinion of those leaders’ political philosophy or personal integrity. Under our American form of constitutional government, you have the right to participate in the political process. God commands us to work for the good of the City of Man. You work for the good in your vocation; you work for the good serving your neighbors. If, like Daniel, you’re called to work in local, state, or federal politics, then you are called to work for the good in that vocation as well. Wherever you are and whatever you do, you offer yourself as a humble sacrifice to others to bless them and glorify God.
But under God’s law, you have absolutely no right to think, speak, or act dishonorably or disrespectfully regarding God’s civil ministers any more than you do regarding God’s spiritual leaders. Rebellion against civil authority inevitably leads to rebellion against spiritual authorities, disrupting the gospel culture.
God’s providence governs both the life of his Church and the life of the civil/political realm through leaders he appoints. “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; / He turns it wherever He wishes” (Prov. 25:1). Notice God’s Word doesn’t say, “God turns the king’s heart where YOU wish.” God turns hearts where God wishes for God’s own glory; not for my glory.
I. RENDERING TO THE LAW (13:8-10)
A. Debt (8)
1.  In this passage, Paul begins with the command: “8 Do not continue owing anything to anyone, except to love each other, for the one loving another has fulfilled the law” (trans. mine). He is summing up the great debt of the Christian life because he’s just finished talking about paying what we owe in taxes and fees.

2. Rome had a flat tax rate that equaled about 25% of income. When Paul wrote to the Romans, taxes and fees were rising even further and a tax revolt was in the air.

3. The apostles were concerned that Jesus-followers live at peace with all men. Why? Conflict is harmful to the gospel. Peace advances the gospel. Why did God make you? To glorify him by living with gospel-mindedness to bless others.
4. There is no situation, and no place, and no government in which the gospel doesn’t work. It transforms every detail of the believer’s life. The more details it transforms, the better. “It’s not the devil who’s in the details; it’s the Savior who’s in the details.”

5. But the context of this passage is not a principle for building personal wealth. Paul is not prohibiting us from taking out loans. The Bible assumes the right to borrow. Jesus assumed it in Matthew 5:42, when he said, “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”

6. He’s not prohibiting you from borrowing; he’s commanding you to pay your debts. Don’t refuse to pay your taxes; don’t welsh on your loan payments. Honor your contracts. Why? Because you owe everyone love.
B. Love (8b-10)
1. 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
2. Let’s put this in personal terms: you owe me love as a fellow believer. It’s not a choice you have; it’s a command, an obligation, a debt. I owe you love in the same way, whether you love me or not.
3. This is a blessed debt. Not only can you never pay it fully, but you never want to clear this debt. Love is both a debt we owe and a command we are to obey.
4. That is a very counter-cultural idea. “Love” is something we tend to see as an emotion. You can’t command an emotion; emotions just happen. Human love is spontaneous. But Biblical love is not human romantic love.
5. Paul is reminding the Romans (and us) that Jesus the Lawgiver taught all God’s law was nothing more than the specific outworking of love of God and love of neighbor. 

6. Biblical love is humble, sacrificial action. In this is the love, not that we have been loving God but that he himself has loved us and sent out his Son – the propitiation for our sins (1 Jn. 4:10, trans. mine; emphasis added). Christ is the living definition of the love God commands.
7. The early church father, Jerome, wrote that the aging apostle John became so old that he had to be carried into the congregation at Ephesus by his disciples. He was so weak, all he could manage to say was, “Little children, love one another.”

8. His disciples eventually tired of hearing only this from the last living apostle and asked why he always said only this one thing. “Because it is the Lord’s command,” John replied, “and if this only is done, it is enough.”

9. Law and love are not enemies in scripture; they are bound together in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Law is powerless apart from Jesus; law is blind apart from the one-way love God displays for his people in Christ Jesus.
10. Peruse only law and you are headed for disaster and doom in your Christian life. Divorce biblical love from law and you have no clue of what God is truly like and into what kind of person he is transforming you to be. Without law, you have no measure of God’s glory or the glory Christ will share with you in eternity.
11. Paul is restating here in vv. 8-11 what he wrote in 8:3-4, “3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
12. The law cannot love. It can tell us what to do but it cannot give us the power to do it. You see, at heart every human being is a legalist. We display it in our relationships all the time: “If you want FROM me, you must give TO me.”

13. We can drive others to death by telling them what God demands, or what we personally demand, or what the church demands. But we can never offer life or love if we don’t know Jesus and walk according to the Spirit.

14. The law points us to the gospel so that we can learn how to be saved by Jesus. Then, Jesus points us back to the law to teach us how to live for his glory: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15).
15. Paul says, love means I will never steal another person’s spouse. Love gives life; it doesn’t take it by murder. Love wants to bless others, not steal from them or lust after their position and possessions; it rejoices in the blessings others receive.

16. And, Paul says, it is urgent that believers love.

II. SLEEPERS AWAKE! (13:11-14)
A. Son Is Up (11-12a)
1. 11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.

2. The spiritual leaders of Israel once asked Jesus to show them a sign from heaven to prove himself as Messiah.  Jesus answered, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times” (Matt. 16:2-3).
3. Those charged with teaching and leading God’s people had no clue about the signs of Jesus’ presence, his mission, and his significance.  All of human history led to Jesus’ perfect law-keeping life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection.
4. Paul wants us to understand the flow of human history in light of Christ. That’s why he began to call for a gospel culture in the beginning of chapter 12. We live in a new era that calls for a new culture.
5. But Paul is not so much concerned with future world events (the Second Coming, etc.) as he is with the present time [v. 11, NIV], OUR limited lifetime to glorify Jesus in this present evil age (Gal. 1:4). He wrote the Corinthians, “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).
6. It may have been a few months ago for us, but it was only a few minutes for the Romans who first heard this letter read that Paul had shared his broken heart over the lostness of the lost in chapter 9.
7. The time you have to participate in raising dead souls to life is short. The time you have to be a blessing to everyone around you is fleeting. The time you get on this side of glory to give yourself to others is limited.
8. So, says Paul, wake from sleep. Not too long ago I spent a Saturday night re-thinking my sermon to the point that when my alarm went off on Sunday morning, I was certain I had already preached that sermon and it was Monday morning – my day off.
9. Instead of jumping in the shower and getting my preaching cloths on, I lounged around in my grubby clothes, made coffee and wondered what lazy things I would do with my day off -- until, I got a call from one of the elders wondering why I wasn’t at church yet.
10. That was a drastic “wake up call!” Instead of having a whole lazy day ahead, I had about 15 minutes to get to church and start preaching the sermon I woke up thinking I had preached the day before. Time was distressingly short!
11. That’s what Paul is telling us here: NOW is the day of salvation. Wake up and get to work giving yourself away to others! It’s NOT your day off. Your time is not your own. Your life is not your own; it belongs to Jesus and he has given you away to others. Wake up and get dressed!
B. Get Dressed (12b-14)
1. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
2. Wake up, Paul commands. Get your bedclothes off and put on your armor because “Jesus is building his church on enemy-occupied territory.”
 You are an insurgent in a hostile environment engaged in a holy war.
3. But, as Paul told the Corinthians, it’s not a war waged according to the flesh but one of meekness and gentleness waged in the divine power to take thoughts captive in obedience to Christ (2 Cor. 10:3-6).
4. What does the armor of light look like? He gives more detail in Ephesians 6.

5. “Therefore take up the whole armor of God…. 14 Stand …having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of trust, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints” (Eph. 6:13-18).
6. So what is this battle like? It’s utterly upside-down from the fashions of the city of man because it involves meekness and gentleness, standing (not marching), and prayer – all flowing from a mind renewed in self-sacrificial, others-focused, Christ-centered humility.
7. The apostle sums it up for the Romans by simply saying, “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (14). Christ has arisen and brought a new day into our lives. The solution isn’t more law; the solution is Jesus.
8. No matter how many times we hear God’s Word read and preached, it’s always possible to hear it as though God were saying, “You need to try harder and do better.”
9. But what God is actually saying is, “First things first. You need to put on the Lord Jesus Christ; THEN you will do better.”
  First, you must renew your mind with gospel thinking. What, after all, is the armor of light? It is trust in Christ’s righteousness, Christ’s salvation, Christ’s one-way love, the peace with God Jesus has earned for you.

10. You will NEVER put on Jesus Christ by doing better. Life will get better and YOU will get better only by trusting and depending upon him, by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It’s easier for many people to be attracted to a shared ideal of morality that stands against orgies and drunkenness… sexual immorality and sensuality than it is to be attracted to the God-man who welcomes drunkards, drug addicts, and sex addicts and offers to clothe us in his righteousness, his peace, his humility, his sacrifice, and the power of his resurrection – in other words, HIS LOVE.
Only the love of God in Christ Jesus can put an end to quarreling and jealousy. Only the love of God in Christ Jesus can renew your mind from self-focus to others-focused sacrificial humility. Only Jesus can carry you along from the dung heap to the glory heap.
A gospel culture lives in mutual indebtedness. We recognize that every good and perfect gift flows unearned from God. What do we have that we did not first receive? And if we didn’t earn it, we are free (obliged, in fact) to pass it on to those in need. We owe love to everyone; but in Christ we have an infinite supply to give.  Wake up! Put on Christ and love.
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