What in the World is God Doing?
Part 14: Dr. Grace’s Glorious Cure
Romans 5:11-11
Therefore, since we have been declared right through trust, we have peace [most ancient texts: “let us go on having peace”, 1st per., pl. act., indicative] with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access through trust into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
The apostle Paul has warned us of a universal, deadly disease which radically changes everything about human nature and the world in which we live.  The disease turned human beings from God-lovers to self-lovers; from glory-givers into glory-takers; from God-praisers to people-accusers; from willing characters in God’s story to would-be writers and producers of our own stories.  
The disease makes us define our lives by “good guys” and “bad guys”; by “good times” and “bad times”; by “fair” and “unfair”; by “happy” and “unhappy” according to our particular preferences.  And when our demands are not being met in the way we believe to be “right” or “fair”, then we are unsettled, unhappy, unpeaceful people. 
Those are the symptoms of our disease so expertly described with every visit we make to Dr. Law’s office. In this earthly life, all of us need to return often to Dr. Law’s office to be reminded of our sin nature and its symptoms to drive us back to Dr. Grace’s free miracle cure (no co-pay required).
In Romans 5-8, Paul takes up a discussion of the benefits of Dr. Grace’s cure, the benefits of our being declared right with God.  Once the needle of trust begins to drip the life-giving cure of Christ and all his benefits into us, our health begins to improve; our cure has certain immediate effects.  Dr. Grace pronounces us cured the moment that needle of trust punches into our arm, not because we have achieved perfect health but because we will one day experience the peace and glory of perfect health for all eternity to come.  We are already, totally and completely cured; but not fully recovered.
So the overriding theme of chapters 5-8 is not about our getting better and better; it is about our assurance in Dr. Grace’s miracle cure – the declaration that we are permanently right with God.

We have certain immediate benefits to our being declared right with God: peace even in the middle of trouble; the absolute, unchanging one-way love of God; and, a sure and certain hope in a lasting, eternal relationship with our Creator-Redeemer.
I. KNOWING PEACE (5:1-5)
A. What We Have (1-2)
1. Paul both begins and ends this section, Romans 5-8, with the same subject: the assurance of our salvation.  “…the apostle is concerned primarily, from this point onwards, to show us the absolute character, the fullness and the finality of the salvation which comes to us in the way he has already described, namely, as the result of justification by faith.”

2. It’s possible that the Romans, having just heard about this tremendous trust Abraham placed in the bare word of God, might question whether their faltering, at times tiny trust could be enough to keep them in right standing with God.

3. What happens when I’m ill and I question God?  What happens when my bank account is thin?  What about when my marriage hits troubles I never expected?  When my trust in God is shaky, is my salvation shaky?  After all, I’m no Abraham.
4. Paul’s response in these three chapters is to point us to the nature of our salvation and the character of our savior, not the amount of our trust, as the ground of our hope in Dr. Grace’s miracle cure.
5. The first effect of Dr. Grace’s miracle cure is that we have peace with God.  Without trust in Christ, every soul is at war with God over love and glory.  Trusting into the perfect love and glory of Christ is unconditional surrender that puts God at peace with you.

B. What We Do and Why (1,3-5)
1. Many of us want the peace OF God (c.f. Phil. 4:6-7) in difficult times, but the very first thing Paul mentions here as an effect of Dr. Grace’s cure is peace with God.
2. The earliest manuscripts of Romans say, “let us be having peace with God….”  Or, “let us go on enjoying peace with God….”
  The peace God made with us at the cross of Christ is the starting point for all the blessings, all the effects of the cure.
3. Paul doesn’t say we should be seeking peace, he says we should be enjoying the peace that God has made with us.  He isn’t telling you to go out and get something; he’s telling you to examine and enjoy what God has already and eternally given to you.
4. In v. 3, he tells us also we are to be boasting in our afflictions (3a).  That seems strange, doesn’t it?  We should brag about our troubles?   We should glory in affliction?  Why?  He tells us in vv. 3-5.
5. He begins by telling us we are knowing [we “know” and continue to know] that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope….
6. Christians rejoice in suffering (tough training) because of what we KNOW about it.  We KNOW there is more to the problem of pain than the false idea that God just wants everybody to be happy.
7. It’s very natural for us to pray that God would re-write our scripts and end whatever health, financial, or relationship trouble we have.  But it’s NOT the ideal Biblical response to situations we call troubles.  

8. Many of our prayers take the form of “Lord, please change this situation and give me what I want. Heal me.  Enrich me.  Give me a better marriage. Make this angry person happy with me.  Make my children behave the way I want them to behave. Get me out of this traffic jam.”  God, bless MY agenda!  Jesus, please put on your “What would Keith do?” bracelet and get to work. 
9. It’s never wrong to be honest with God and tell him what you like and don’t like.  The Psalms are full of honest cries of anguish.  BUT, in your honesty be aware of what you already know to be true: suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope….
10. Can I share something with you?  When the elders pray for you, our prayers never begin with a request that God will change your circumstances; they begin with the request that God will change YOU in your circumstances by showing you more of His glory in Christ Jesus!
11. Paul doesn’t begin this great section on assurance by promising that God gives you what you want; he begins by assuring you that God has granted you peace with him.  
12. He then presses on to assure you that, regardless of what you want your life to be at this moment, God is at work producing hope in your life to glorify him.
13. Remember, even when Job suffered at the hand of Satan it was only because God started it.  He’s the one that called Job to Satan’s attention and gave permission for all Job’s suffering; and suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope….
14. For every believer who suffers loss, fights cancer, experiences broken relationships, wades through financial turmoil, whose son or daughter wanders off into the weeds of life, there is an unbeliever out there going through the same thing.  
15. The difference is that if you are trusting into Christ, you KNOW something your lost neighbor does not know.  God is showing that the purpose of life lies in a right relationship to him.  Period.  The purpose of life is peace WITH God.  Without that, you will never know the peace OF God.
16. Your hope is not in your script being rewritten to your liking.  Your hope is this: the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27), or as Paul puts it here in verse 5, “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
17. Tim Keller gave a great list on how to handle suffering “Weep, trust, pray, think, shift, hope, grow.” I would only add that “grow” means growing in the knowledge that suffering produces hope.  

18. What you treasure will transform you.  Do you treasure peace with God above everything else? When that is true for you, then you will say with Paul: “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (1 Cor. 4:17)
19. And, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as [sewerage].” (Phil. 3:8).
20. Is knowing more of Christ Jesus better than not getting your way in whatever is upsetting you right now? 
II. KNOWING LOVE (5:6-8)
A. What We Were (6,8,10)
1. Why should we trust in God’s unchangeable love and goodness?  Is it because when we were only “somewhat good” God gave us a helping hand so we could transform ourselves into somebody we can really be proud of?
2. No!  In vv. 6-8 Paul describes the nature of the divine love poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  We know the love of God because he continues to display for the entire universe to see at Calvary.
3. Paul tells us who we are by nature with four words: weak, or sick, or helpless (5); ungodly (5); sinners (8), and enemies (10).  He died for the helpless; he justified the ungodly; he saved the sinner; and he made peace with the enemy.
4. We love our children because of who they are: our flesh and blood, our hope for the future.  But God loves us IN SPITE of who we are because he looks upon those who trust into Christ and he sees Jesus’ loveliness, Jesus’ perfection, Jesus’ obedience!
5. It is only against the background of Dr. Law’s brutal diagnosis of our corruption and helplessness that Dr. Grace’s cure can be seen for the miracle it truly is.  
6. If we think we deserve God’s love, or that growing in holiness can earn more of God’s love, then we can NEVER be secure in it. We will always be afraid that we may do something to lessen or destroy the depth of God’s love for us. It is only those who know that God has loved them in spite of their sin that can trust him to continue to show them favor. 

B. What God Did (8)
1. In verse 8, Paul tells us exactly what God did: but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

2. Isn’t it amazing that God should have to display his love to us?  James tells us every good… gift comes from God (Jas. 1:17).  From God flow life, health, food, clothing, and human relationships – all on an earth intricately and beautifully reflecting his glorious love for his creatures and his creation.
3. Paul has already told us in Romans that all men know God exists and all know what his requirements are.  That fact that God must put his love on display at Calvary tells us something about our inability, our refusal, to be moved by God’s love.  It tells us how profound the love of God is and how deeply we reject it by nature.
4. If you have difficulty coming to grips with God’s profound love, perhaps it’s because you don’t quite see yourself as God saw you before he poured his love into you (if, in fact he has).  Perhaps you really haven’t contemplated how much of God’s enemy you are without trusting into Christ.
5. Perhaps you’ve never truly faced the fact that every possible accusation, every horrible thing that could be said about you, God said at the cross of Christ.  I’m sure you know what it’s like to have someone insult you, accuse you, call you names.  
6. But at Calvary, God spoke truly, intimately, perfectly, and thoroughly about you.  Every accusation he made was true and FAR worse than anything any fellow human could EVER, or will ever, say about you.
7. Every secret you hope nobody ever discovers about you, God shouted out at the cross.  Every evil deed that still haunts you, God has already put on open display. 
8. But instead of shaming YOU, he shamed himself!  Instead of rejecting you, he suffered every one of your sins intimately.  He knew your sin more deeply than you know it.  And he loved you, literally, to his own death.
9. Jesus knows all of your past sin and all the sin you still have left to think and do. It was far uglier to him than it is to you. And yet, he prays for you and defends you and keeps you and longs for the day you will be together in the new heavens and the new earth!

10. “If you long for him, he much more longs for you.  No sinner was ever half as eager for Christ as Christ is eager for the sinner; no saint was ever one-tenth as anxious to behold his Lord as his Lord is to behold him.  If you are running to Christ, he is already near you.  If you sigh for his presence, that sigh is the evidence that he is with you.  He is with you even now; [so rejoice].”

11. Could any other mere human being’s disapproval EVER overcome God’s statement of perfect judgment and perfect love?  Could any accusation the devil tosses you way EVER out-volume God’s shout of one-way love?

12. The elderly apostle John wrote, “Beloved, if God loved us like this, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us” (1 Jn. 4:11-12).

13. Your sin is way worse than you will ever understand in this earthly life.  But God’s love is FAR greater than your sin!  So relax; stop defending yourself.  You are infinitely loved and perfectly defended in Christ.
III. BEING RECONCILED (5:9-11)
A. Future Salvation (9-10)
1. The result of God’s loving us to death is that “we have been and remain reconciled to God by the death of his Son” (10).
2. If God has given us himself so completely, then he will surely keep us. “If he has done the best, he will do the rest.” 

3. If Christ dies to make us his friends, then there is no point at which you can ever become his enemy ever again.  You may often tremble upon the rock of Christ, but he will never move underneath you.
4. So, if you are trusting into Christ, you have a sure and certain hope of glory.
B. Hope of Glory (2, 11)
1. In verse 2, Paul wrote, “we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” In v. 11 he writes, “we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”
2. In the Bible, seeing the glory of God and seeing the face of God are identical ideas. This means, in the final analysis, that “hope of the glory of God,” the phrase Paul uses in Romans 5:2, is nothing less than what theologians have called the Beatific Vision. It is the vision of God—the goal of our faith, the climax.

3. So what Paul is telling us is that … for which Moses prayed, and for which the saints of the ages have longed for fervently, is to be ours, and it is to be ours because of our gracious justification by the Father. Those who have been made right with God WILL see God.

4. Paul wrote elsewhere, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12).”
5. Colossians 1:27—“… Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

6.   Titus 1:2—“… hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.”

7.   Titus 2:13—“…we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

8.   Hebrews 6:19–20—“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. …”

9.  1 Peter 1:3—“… [God] has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

In each of those passages, hope refers to certainty. We rejoice over the certainty of Dr. Grace’s miracle cure. For even though we are not yet in full possession of what is hoped for, even though we are not fully recovered from our deathly disease, we are nevertheless certain of our perfect health, since it has been won for us by Christ and has been promised to us by God “who does not lie.” 
This is how Paul is speaking in Romans 5:2 and 5:11 when he says, “we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God” and “we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
� Lloyd-Jones, Romans: An Exposition of Chapter 5, Assurance, p. 3.


� Johnson, 15:2.


� Donald Grey Barnhouse, God’s River: Exposition of Bible Doctrines, Taking the Epistle to the Romans as a Point of Departure, vol. 4, Romans 5:1–11 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1959), pp. 20, 22.


� Johnson, op. cit.


� Boice, 536.


� Charles Spurgeon, Joy in Christ’s Presence (New Kensington, 1997),15.


� Johnson, 15:5.


� Boice, 524.





PAGE  
7

