WHAT IN THE WORLD IS GOD DOING?
Part 16: Patient Zero and the Cure
Romans 5:12-14
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
You’re a church person. You love to come and participate in Word and Sacrament and to fellowship with God’s people. That’s who you are. Perhaps that’s who you’ve been for a long time. You’re learning to rest more and more in the person and work of Jesus.

 

But what happens when the HARD things come? What happens when your adult children wander off into the weeds of life and reject the gospel you worked so hard to teach them? What happens when you or a loved one is stricken with a terrible disease? What happens when the bills pile up, your young children are draining the life out you and working your last nerve, and your spouse isn’t fulfilling your needs?

 

That’s when we being to cry, “TELL ME WHAT TO DO! I need a set of steps to put my life in order. Which laws do I need to keep; which rules do I need to follow to make all this better? What can I do to put God to work for me?”

 

When the pressure mounts, we begin to ask, “Am I even a good Christian? Am I even saved if all this bad stuff just keeps coming? What things can I do to get God to bless my addenda?”
 

Paul has a very practical, down to earth answer for you in Romans 5-12.  It's not a set of steps; it's a set of FACTS assuring you that you belong to Christ who rules all things.  
Paul considers assurance to be a vital part of your “practical Christian life.”  It’s so huge to Paul that he will conclude Romans 8 with one of the most beautiful statements of trust and rest in all of Scripture!
Assurance in Christ doesn’t come from health, wealth, successful child-rearing, good returns on your emotional and financial investments.  It doesn’t come from looking INSIDE yourself.  It’s not about how you feel.  It’s not about what you DO. It’s about what happened OUTSIDE OF YOU.  It’s about who God is and what God has already done!  
The struggle over “What to do” isn’t yours alone.  It was a struggle for the Roman Christians, many of whom grew up with a long list of rules to follow to assure themselves of God’s love, and salvation, and good fortune in their lives.  “Do good, get good. Do bad, get bad” was just as ingrained in them as it is in us since Adam’s fall. 
The Romans Christians of Paul’s day had kids who wandered off into the weeds.  They had marriages struggling from the pressures of finances and work (the Roman work week was 12 hours, 7 days a week).  They faced the same illnesses but with less medical care (except for the wealthy). 
In church, the Romans couldn’t agree on what made somebody a successful Christian and there was argument and resentment and grumbling over it.  There was insistence on successful rule-keeping among some. Allegations flew and resentments flared as a part of their daily struggle through life.
For them and for us, the remedy is the same: the sure and certain rest in our justification as a work of God alone that brings us from union with Adam into eternal union with Christ Jesus.
The apostle has argued at length that your greatest problem is sin (Rom. 1-3). God’s great solution to sin is to declare his people righteous on the basis of Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death (3-4).  Our “to do” list plays no part in salvation, any more than it did for Abraham (4)  We were all enemies of God until he gave us the trust to surrender to his terms of peace and joy (5:1-11).
Our surrender in trust brings peace WITH God, a beginning to the end of our glory war.  So now, in chapters 5:12 - 8, Paul is tackling the practical application of peace WITH God by teaching facts that will bring us the peace OF God.  Imputation and union are doctrines of peace and rest. 

Semi-liberal theologians have subtly turned the doctrines of imputation and union into burdensome yokes of works-righteousness and moralism, robbing Christians of their assurance and turning people inward upon themselves in a quest for assurance through meritorious works. “Working faith” or “faithful works,” not the objective work of Christ, becomes the shaky ground of semi-assurance for those taken in by the “Golawspel” of neo-Pietists. 
But Paul wants you to know that if God has set you free from sin and death at unimaginable cost to himself, then God (not you) is certainly in control of every single aspect of your day-to-day trails and challenges for your good and his glory.  There is no “Yes, but…” to your assurance!  The measure of your assurance, the source of your peace, is the work of God alone through Christ alone by means of grace alone.
Last week we started to look at these two very important ideas in Romans 5:12-21 about our assurance.  These two ideas are crucial to a biblical understanding of our salvation in Christ; they are: union with Adam and union with Christ.  Union with Christ is the doctrine of what it means to be “in Christ,” a phrase that occurs 216 times in Paul’s writings and 26 times in the writings of John. 

I. IMPUTATION AND UNION (5:12)
A. Imputation
1. Both of these unions come through the delivery mechanism of imputation.  Imputation means that Adam’s sin was reckoned to, accounted to us, or deposited into our spiritual bank accounts.  That makes Adam our “Patient Zero” in the disease of sin.
2. Why? Because Adam was our union representative, our Federal Head.  Paul considers these two unions, with Adam and with Christ, to be crucial to our assurance of salvation.
B. Union
1. Adam’s job was to stand for the entirety of the human race; his obedience would earn eternal reward for all people, or his disobedience would earn eternal wrath and punishment for all.  
2. If Adam had obeyed perfectly, he would be alive today and all of us would be praising him for our perfect, eternal lives in this perfect garden-temple of God that we call “earth.”
3. “What to do” was Adam’s job.  He blew it and got fired. The Promised Seed, the man Christ Jesus, The Last Adam, was appointed in eternity past to be the fired Adam’s perfect replacement.

4. Paul’s point in Romans 5:12-21 is NOT that everybody sins individually.  They do.  He’s already established that in the first 3 chapters of Romans.  His point here is that all humanity was judged because their federal head (their covenant representative, their ambassador), Adam, was judged to be a sinner and earned all humanity a death sentence, regardless of any one person’s relative morality.
5. Adam’s sin is imputed, reckoned, accounted to all human beings.  No matter how relatively good you are in your life, you are reckoned to be an utter failure in Adam.  Hitler, Mother Teresa, the apostle Paul, you, and I are all born guilty and deserving of death no matter how we live our lives!
6. “Adam’s sin is imputed to us in exactly the same way that Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us. We inherit ...a sinful nature from Adam. … But that is not what condemns us. What condemns us, and makes us subject to death, is the fact that we have all sinned in Adam, and that we are all held guilty of [Adam’s] sin. …It is our union with Adam that accounts for all our trouble. It is our corresponding union with Christ that accounts for our [sure, certain, and eternal] salvation.” 

7. Without federal headship, without imputation, without union with Adam, there can be no imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us, no imputation of Christ’s sacrifice for us.  
8. Without federal headship, we stand and fall on the basis of our good works, just as the 4th-century British monk Pelagius taught.
9. Or, we can accept some form of semi-Pelagianism, like the Covenant Nomism of the Pharisees and the Jews of the Roman Church of Paul’s day, or the modern-day Church of Rome, or the majority of modern Evangelicals: God helps me save myself.  He’s my co-pilot. He provides the “grace” and I provide the moral elbow grease to modify my behavior and we share the glory.
10. But Paul is teaching that we are saved entirely by representation and redeemed completely by imputation.  “It is only by representation that you are saved, and only by imputation that you are redeemed. If it is right for God to save a man on the basis of another man’s work, it is also all right for God to punish us on the basis of another man’s work.” 

II. DEATH BY ADAM (5:13-14a)
A. Two Parenthesis
1. Paul began an idea in verse 12: sin came through Adam.  But he stops that idea mid-sentence and begins a parenthesis in vv. 13-14, then another parenthesis in vv. 15-17, before completing the sentence he began in v. 12 with his statement in vv. 18-21.
2. Paul’s mind is firing with lightning speed under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, such speed that we need to slow down and take these verses 12-21 in smaller bits to get every last drop out of his instruction.
3.  The first parenthesis begins in v. 13, “for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law….”
4. Adam was given God’s law: love the Lord your God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself by not eating this one fruit.
5. Adam broke that law.  From East of Eden until Moses handed down God’s law to the Israelites, people still died.  What was the sin by which they died?  
6. They died for Adam’s sin.  Paul wants the Romans to know that the Mosaic code did not bring sin, Adam’s rebellion brought sin and death.
B. Death Reigned 
1. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam….

2. The reign of death is an idea Paul repeats 3 times, We find it in verse 14, which we are studying here, but it also appears in verse 17 (“death reigned through that one man”), and a variation of the thought appears in verse 21 (“sin reigned in death”).
  The reign of death proves the principles of representation an imputation.  
3. Paul will conclude this chapter with the contrasting reign of grace through the righteousness of Christ in verse 21.
4. When Paul wrote, “sin is not counted where there is no law,” he was speaking of Adam’s sin and it’s imputation to everyone.  This explains Paul’s phrase, “even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam.”  People sinned, but not by breaking God’s probationary command to love him perfectly by not eating this one fruit (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:6) as Adam, our federal head, had sinned.

5. If you want to grasp how the punishment of death began its reign over all men, you only need look at Genesis 5.  Genesis 4 contains the genealogy of all the ungodly descendants of Cain who began to fill the earth.  Genesis 5 is the genealogy of those trusting in the Promised Seed; it’s the genealogy of the Godly line through Adam and his son Seth.
6. It is marked by a repeated phrase, “and he died.”

7. “Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Seth lived 921 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Enosh lived 905 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Kenan lived 910 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Mahalalel lived 895 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Jared lived 962 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died. … Altogether, Lamech lived 777 years, and then he died” (vv. 4, 7, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31).
8. We live in a death-denying culture.  American society emphasizes youth, vitality, and productivity.  An individual’s worth is measured by the ability to produce, to do exciting and extraordinary things, to win through discipline and acquire through creativity.  

9. Death is an enemy we defeat in the gym, the health spa, the physician’s office, the dietician’s office, the health food store – all through a variety of checklists of body-enhancing procedures and pastimes.  “Tell me what to do to live a long and productive and extraordinary life,” we ask.

10. But not one single person in Genesis 5 escaped the reign of death, except Enoch.  Enoch served as a type, a promise, a pattern, that God’s people would not taste the sting of eternal death and punishment.  Enoch was translated; he walked with God and was not. He was a foretaste of the death-defeating culture, the Kingdom of God.
III. TYPOLOGICAL (5:14b-c)
A. Meaning
1. Paul tells us Adam served as a type, “Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.”  Adam represents, he foreshadows, something or someone greater.  Adam typified something greater to come, the Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Adam is not the only type, or prefiguring of Christ.  The OT is full of people, things, and images intended to prefigure, to point to Christ. In Luke 24, the resurrected Jesus comes alongside two discouraged disciples leaving Jerusalem following the crucifixion.   
3. They don’t recognize him as he walks along.  But Jesus “opened the scriptures” (Lk. 24:32). “27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (24:27). 
4. We can be certain that those two disciples never looked at the OT the same way again.  From that point on, everything in the OT would in some way point them to the antitype, to Christ as the fulfillment of God’s dealings with humanity.
5. The “Seed of the Woman” in Genesis 3:15 would have made greater sense to them.  They would see Christ in the promises to Abraham.  They would see Jesus in the Passover Lamb of Exodus and as the rock in the wilderness that poured out the water of life when struck by Moses.
6. They would have seen Jesus as the manna from heaven and studied righteousness of Christ defined in Deuteronomy.

7. They would know Christ as the commander of the army of the Lord in Joshua and as David’s greater son and eternal king.  On and on they would have studied until they reached Malachi, the last OT book, to find Jesus “the eternal sun of righteousness” risen with healing in his wings.
B. Likeness and Difference

1. How can sinful Adam be a picture, a type of Christ?  First, because both Adam and Jesus were appointed to be representatives for other humans.  Paul will tell us more of Jesus’ representation in vv. 15-21.
2. Adam and Jesus both become heads of particular groups of people.  Adam is the source of the old, sinful human nature.  Christ is the source of what Paul calls “the many who will be made righteous” (19).  

3. This is why Paul calls Jesus “the Last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45).  Jesus is not the first in a long line of self-improving Adam’s as Mormonism teaches.  He is the final answer in his capacity as our covenant, federal head.
4. Both Adam and Christ had covenants with God to receive perfect, eternal life in exchange for perfect obedience.  Adam’s covenant required his death as a punishment.  Christ’s covenant required his death as a substitute for his people’s sins so that his perfect, eternal life might be imputed, reckoned, accounted to them.
5. Jesus’ covenant was the greater covenant founded on greater promises.  St Author of Hebrews writes, “… the covenant of which [Jesus] is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises” (Heb. 8:6).
6. Both Adam and Jesus passed on to others the effects of their disobedience or obedience.  Adam’s sin and its consequences were passed on to us all without exception; Christ’s obedience and righteousness is passed on to all who believe in him without exception. 

Apart from the account of Adam’s fall, it’s remarkable how little else is written of him.  We have the names of some of his children and his wife.  We know how long he lived.  We know he destroyed his children’s heritage.  
Adam may have ruined everything.  But, “We can look rather kindly upon Adam, because through him we learn the principle of the one standing for the many. At the cross of Jesus Christ we see that other one also standing for the many. As Adam stood for many and brought death upon all, so our Lord Jesus stood for many and brings life to all who believe.”

So the question is, are YOU in Adam or in Christ?  If you are in Christ he has done everything for you.  Regardless of your situation, your struggles, your trials of training, you can then say with Paul:

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? … 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? ...37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

HERE is what to do: stand in your assurance; let not the devil or an angel from heaven, or the most eloquent bible scholar steal it from you!
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