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Communicant Membership and participation in
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Lesson One

1) What is God?

a) _____________Luke 24:39, John 4:24

b) _____________Psalm 139:7-10, Psalm 147:5, Romans 11:33-36

c) _____________Deuteronomy 33:27, Psalm 102:24-27, Revelation 1:8.

d) _____________Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 1:12, Hebrews 13:8. 

e) All  _____________Romans 11:33-34, Hebrews 4:13, 1 John 3:20

f) All  _____________Jeremiah 32:17, Matthew 19:26.

g) _____________1 Peter 1:15-16, 1 John 3:5, Revelation 15:4

h) _____________Deuteronomy 32:4, Romans 3:26

i) _____________Psalm 107:8, Romans 2:4

2) How many persons are there in the Godhead?

Matthew 28:19., 2 Corinthians 13:14., 1 Peter 1:2

a) _____________.

b) _____________.

c) _____________.

3) Personal Reflection:  God created the world and everything in it to worship and glorify Him.  In fact, Jesus said that if his followers didn’t worship him “even the stones would cry out” and worship him.  How does creation worship God?  Have you ever seen something in this world that reminded you of God’s greatness?

4) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith
 - Chapter 2

· How Our Children Come to Faith, Stephen Smallman

· The Holiness of God, R.C. Sproul

Lesson Two

1) Why did God create men, women, boys & girls?

a) To    _____________ Him.  Romans 11:36, Revelation 4:11

b) To   _____________ Him forever.  Psalm 16:11, Psalm 144:15, Luke 2:10

2) What was man’s condition at creation?  

Read Genesis 1:27 – 2:17

a) God created man and woman in His _____________ (Gen. 1:27.)  Think about what this means.  It does not mean that man is ___________ but he was created in some ways like   _____________.  Originally, man had some godlike qualities such as:

· Perfect love

· Perfect knowledge

· Perfect peace

He can have _____________ with God and carry on conversations with Him just like two close _____________.

b) God also gave man some special _____________ (Gen.  1:28, 2:15).  He let him subdue the earth and rule over His _____________.  God provided for all man's needs and he was never  _____________ or _____________.

c) God put only one _____________ on man to keep enjoying these privileges (Genesis 2:16,17).  Man could eat from anything in the Garden except from the tree of knowledge of _____________ and _____________.  This agreement is called a        _____________.  In such, both parties (God and Adam) pledged to____________ the conditions of the covenant.

3) How did our first parents glorify themselves rather than God?  

Read Gen. 3:1-24

a) Adam and Eve did not _____________and keep the covenant God made with them.  They listened to the lies of _____________ and ate from the forbidden tree.  Immediately the perfect _____________, _____________ and _____________ they had as God's image-bearers were gone because of their sin.  This is shown, in part, when they were afraid_____________ and hid from _____________God. (Gen. 3:10).

Because they broke the covenant, they immediately_____________ spiritually and began to _____________physically (Gen. 2:17).

Because all men and women come from Adam and Eve, we are all born spiritually    _____________as well.  The apostle Paul in the Book of Romans reminds us of this condition of all men.  (Romans 3:23) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”  

b) The wonderful fellowship God and man had enjoyed was now broken (Genesis 3:24).  Not only did God punish man but He put all creation under a _____________curse, so that man's _____________over it was very difficult.

Due to his sin, God drove _____________ out of the Garden of_____________ and made _____________ all the days of his life.  Adam and Eve would no longer live forever physically but would eventually _____________.

Since all men and women come from Adam and Eve, the curse of difficult work and physical death was passed on to everyone.  Sin’s curse affects even the _____________ plants and an_____________ of the earth.  We see this in diseases and illnesses found in plants and animals, and in death.

4) Personal Reflection:  (Romans 1:21-23)  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.
Our sin has been described as exchanging God’s glory in this way:

· Instead of glorifying God by loving him, we have dishonored him through neglect or disdain, and by loving other things more

· Instead of glorifying God by trusting him, we have dishonored him by trying to find security and hope in ourselves and our money and our technology and our weapons, but not in God

· Instead of glorifying God by being thankful to him for life and breath and everything, we have dishonored him by ignoring and by treating life as a right and happiness as something we deserve.

· Instead of glorifying God by obeying him, we have dishonored him by disregarding or rejecting his counsel

How have your actions dishonored the glory of God?  How do these actions take for ourselves what is rightly God’s?

5) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapters 6 & 7

· Quest for Joy, John Piper

Lesson Three

1) How is God both perfectly just and merciful?  

Read Psalm 89:14

a) As we learned in Lesson Two, the sin of Adam and Eve brought _____________death into the world for the first time.  If God loved Adam and Eve, why did He not just forgive them and _____________forget about what they did?  Remember Genesis 2:16, 17?  God cannot lie or go back on His Word.  If He did not punish them, He would not be _____________just.  Remember Romans 6:23?  The wages or payment for sin is_____________.  Not just physical death, God also promised eternal punishment in a place called _____________. h
b) God had a plan.  What if the punishment for sin was not forgotten, but instead given to someone else!  Then man would not get what he deserved.  We call this the _____________of God.  By God keeping His Word, and punishing someone else, He shows both His _____________ and _____________.  The punishment is given (justice), but not to the one that deserves it (mercy).  

2) How is Jesus Christ the redeemer of God’s elect?  What does the word “redeemer” mean?

Read John 3:16-18, 36

a) In order for God to be just, He would have to punish a _____________ man, not a man that had sinned.  A sinful man could not die for another's sin and his own.  This man would be required to shed his _____________ and die for us.  So God in His _____________ for us had to send His only _____________ to earth.  God's Son had to become a man to be the _____________substitute for us.  

b) _____________Jesus Christ , God's Son, fulfilled the covenant of works that Adam and Eve could not.  He obeyed perfectly.  God accepted Jesus' perfect life, suffering and death as a substitute for our sin.  He proved this by raising Jesus from the _____________d. Now those who believe in Christ can have _____________ life and are _____________ safrom eternal punishment in hell (John 3:36.)  When a person believes in Jesus with all his heart, God makes him just as if he had never sinned and applies to him Jesus’ perfect life.

3) What is the work of the Holy Spirit?  

Read John 14:26

a) God not only sent us His Son Jesus Christ but also a Helper known as the __           Holy Spirit.  Why did we need someone else?  Since we were _________d in our sins, God knew we would not _      _____ in His Son on our own.  He sent God the Holy Spirit to lead us to believe in Christ as our _    ________ and _      _____. Savior
b) We do not work to receive the eternal life that comes to us through the Holy Spirit.  It is a _________ gift since we do not earn our own salvation.  However, there are conditions of acceptance of this gift we will examine as we go through these lessons.

4) Personal Reflection:  How have the three persons of God been part of your life?  Think about each one individually (God the Father, God the Son, & God the Holy Spirit) and how you might have personally experienced their presence.

5) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapters 2, 7, & 8
· 3 in 1 (A Picture of God, Joanne Marxhausen
· Lesson Four

1) What does God require of us that we might escape his wrath because of our sin?

a) Romans 3:9-12, 23:  No one, since Adam’s fall, can truly _________ God, and is able to keep God’s __________law  perfectly.  For all have sinned and fall short of God’s _______.

b) Romans 6:22-23:  Because of our sin, we rightly deserve ________ but because of God’s gracious gift of Jesus Christ, we are given _            ..
c) To escape God’s wrath and receive his gift of eternal life you must:

i) Admit that you are a __      _____.  Psalm 51:1-4, Luke 15:7

ii) Ask for God’s __             by being truly sorry for how we have dishonored God.  2 Chronicles 7:14, 2 Corinthians 7:10

iii) Trust alone in the saving work of _                      on the cross as the penalty for your     ____________s.  Ephesians 2:8-9, Galatians 2:15-16

iv) Desire to follow Jesus as your _    _________ to seek His glory in all that you do.  Philippians 2:5-11

2) What is justification?  

Read Romans 4:5-8

a) Justification is an act of God’s free grace, in that he no longer holds us responsible for all our sins, and accepts us as righteous (perfect) in His sight.  No matter how hard we try, there is_       ___ we can do to make ourselves perfectly just before God.  God’s justification (being made perfectly just) is only possible by accepting God’s free   _    ________ through  _      _____ in Jesus Christ.  

3) What is adoption?  

Read Romans 8:15

a) Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, by which we are received into God’s family, and have a right to all the privileges of the__        ___ of God.

4) What is sanctification?  

Read Ephesians 4:23-24. 

a) Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, in that the Holy Spirit is making us _    ________new creatures being made into the image of God, and are enabled more and more to __________    less, and live more ___         _______ lives..
5) Personal Reflection:  If a friend asked you how they could become a Christian, what would you say?  Explain how becoming a Christian will change their life?

6) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapters 9-15

· Lesson Five

1) By what means does the Holy Spirit ordinarily cause us to grow spiritually?

Bible (2 Timothy 3:15-17):  The Bible is God’s _                           word, which means it is the means by which he most clearly teaches us about himself, his world and the life he has given us.  The Bible is perfect, meaning it is        ________ error and         . It is suitable for __       ___, __          _, and          ____ us in righteousness, that we might be equipped for every _________..
Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15):  Prayer is important to spiritual growth since it is the means by which we most often communicate with God.  This passage of scripture is a model prayer given to us by Jesus:

i) Prayers should always be done humbly and often in a _________ place. (verses 5-8)

ii) Our prayers should include _____________ to God (verse 9)

iii) We should pray for the coming of God’s _____________ (verse 10)

iv) We should pray about all our _____________ and worries (verse 11)

v) We should regularly ask for God’s _____________ of our sins (verse 12)

vi) We should remember to ask God to lead us away from _____________s so that out lives may more glorify him (verse 13)

2) What does a life changed by the Holy Spirit look like? 

a) Fruit of the Holy Spirit is _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________, and _____________. (Galatians 5:22-26)

b) A life marked by the Holy Spirit will show acts of mercy such as:  

_____________ the hungry, being kind and _____________ strangers, _____________   clothing the naked, and _____________ the sick and imprisoned.  (Matthew 25:31-46)

3) Personal Reflection:  How is the fruit of the Holy Spirit evident in your life?  What acts of mercy should you be doing? 

4) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith – Chapters 13 & 16
· Growing in Christ, J.I. Packer
· Ministries of Mercy, Timothy J. Keller
· Lesson Six

1) Why has God created the church?

a) Besides Bible reading and prayer, God produces growth in our lives through _____________fellowship with other Christians.  (Read Hebrews 10:24,25)  These verses point out that God did not intend for us to always worship _____________alone, but to meet with others for prayer, study, and mutual _____________encouragement.  The place where this is normally done is the local church.  Although the universal church contains all true believers in Christ worldwide, the local church consists of a smaller group of believers with common beliefs, interests, and commitments.  CPC is one of these local churches.

b) When many local churches band together due to shared beliefs and practices, and for accountability they form a _____________.  Faith is a part of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) denomination.  

c) Read 1Timothy 3:8-12.  In each church, a group of officers, known as the “Session”, has oversight responsibility for that church.  In the PCA, the people of each church elect these men.  Their job is to rule, teach, and shepherd the people within the congregation.  The title of the office given to these men is _____________.  Some of these elders are called “teaching elders” and are employees of the church.  You would know these men by the title of _____________.  God calls this man through the people to provide leadership for the church through teaching, preaching, and counseling and equipping others to do so.  Another church officer besides the elder is the _____________.  These men are responsible for the physical needs of the local church including ministry to the poor, money matters, maintaining buildings, etc.  Here we can see that the Bible mentions both the offices of _____________ and _____________ .  God puts _____________ standards on their behavior.  They must set a godly example for others.

2) How do those outside God’s church come to know him?

a) Read Acts 1:8.  In these final words of Jesus on earth, He tells His disciples that they are to be His _____________ to all parts of the earth.  A witness is someone that tells others about what has happened to him.  The apostles had witnessed both the_____________    death of Jesus and His _____________.  Their lives were changed and they had received the power of the _____________.

b) Read John 14:15.  Sometimes it is hard to witness, to tell others about our faith in Jesus.  We are afraid of what others will say about us, or that we might say the wrong thing.  God tells us not to fear _____________ to fear _____________. God He has commanded us to share our joy with others.  Would God ask you to do something you cannot do?  Of course not.  Remember Acts 1:8?  The Holy Spirit will give us_____________ to be able to overcome our fears.  Remembering what_____________ has done for us will make it easier to share with others.  He loved us enough to _____________for our sins and give us eternal_____________.  Shouldn't we love Him enough to obey His commandments and tell____________ about Jesus?  Remember, He will give us the power and the words to speak.

c) Read Matthew 28:18-20.  These verses remind us that telling others about Christ involves making_____________, _____________them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and _____________ them to obey all Jesus said.  If we do these things we are obeying what we know as the Great Commission.  What is a commission?  A commission is a special responsibility given to someone to do.  Our commission is to first make _____________. For a person to be a disciple of Jesus, first he must have heard about Him from someone.  Who did God choose to tell others?  Angels?  Pastors?  Only adults?  God has given His commission to ordinary _____________ like you and me.

3) Personal Reflection:  What non-Christian friends can you be praying for?  Ask God to provide you the opportunity to share your faith with them and invite them to church. 

4) Additional Resources:

The Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapter 25

· Lesson Seven

1) What signs (symbols) are used to remind of God’s promise to us?

a) We are God’s Covenant People

Before Jesus came to the earth God made a covenant with the Jews.  He said “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” Hebrews 8:10 [emphasis added]

Since the coming of Jesus, his covenant is extended to all who believe.  “This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.  …Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  …Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.” Hebrews 7:22, 25, 9:15 [emphasis added]

b) Sacrament of baptism is a sign and seal to God’s covenant people

i) When the grace (unmerited, unearned favor) of God is given to his covenant children in a special way through a biblical practice, this is called a _____________.  One such sacrament is the practice of infant baptism.  The Old Testament illustrates this practice.  (Read Genesis 17:12-14.)  Here we read that God commanded believing parents to perform a special sign on all male children when they were____ days old.  This sign was called ____________ and involved a cleansing of the boy's body by cutting away some unneeded skin.  This sign showed the child was in a covenant   ____________where all members were under the special grace of God's covenant.  This covenant did not become permanent until the child personally believed God, as Abraham did (read Romans 4:11).

ii) In the New Testament the practice of circumcision was replaced by a cleansing with water known as _____________.  (Read Galatians 3:26-29.)  Here we see baptism mentioned as a sign of being a child of God.  Like the rings placed on the bride and groom's fingers at a wedding, the practice of baptism is a ____________ of faith in Jesus Christ.  Wearing a ring doesn't make you _____________, nor does being baptized make you a _____________.  This special practice is an initiation, a sign that an infant is in the covenant of God’s grace due to the faith of his _              .  The child is in the covenant family of the outward, visible church not because of his or her personal faith, but because of the parents’ faith.  When you are old enough, you must personally put your faith in _____________ to be a part of to God's inward, everlasting covenant.

iii) If a person is already a Christian but has never been baptized, the Bible teaches that he should have this special _____________ done (Acts 22:16, Acts 2:38).  If he were baptized as an infant because of his parents' relationship with Christ, then he became a covenant child with special blessings.  However, if covenant children reach the point where they can personally make Jesus Christ their Lord and Savior and _____________ he is in terrible danger!  His infant baptism was a call for him to come to faith in _____________.  Baptism does not save anyone.  The Bible says in Luke 12:48, " Everyone to whom, _____________ was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.”

c) Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is a sign and seal to God’s covenant people

i) Read Matthew 26:26-29  Just before Jesus went to die on the cross, He met with His _____________ to eat the Passover meal.  In the middle of the meal Jesus took the bread and said, "This is My _____________ which is broken for you."  Later, He also took the cup of wine and said, "This is the blood of the _____________ which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."  Why did Jesus call this the blood of the covenant?  Because to save us from eternal death in hell, He fulfilled the old covenant of works and established the new covenant of _____________.

This new covenant was made possible only because Jesus live a perfect life we could never live, died, and shed His _____________ on the cross to pay for our sins.  Without the shedding of blood, there could be no forgiveness of _____________.

ii) Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26  At the supper, _____________ represented the blood of Christ. The bread at the meal represented the_____________ of Christ, which was crucified.  Jesus told His disciples to eat and drink these things to _____________ Him and to proclaim His _____________ until He returned.  These new instructions of Jesus to His disciples shed light on the real reason God's people for many years had eaten the Passover meal.

iii) Read Exodus 12:5-8.  When God's people were in bondage in Egypt, God told them to kill a perfect _____________ and put its blood on their doorpost.  Then they were to cook and eat the lamb along with unleavened _____________ and bitter _____________.  Later the Bible explains that this perfect lamb represented _____________, called the "Lamb of God."  The blood of a l
                      saved the Hebrews from  _____________ in Egypt, but the blood of God's Lamb, Jesus Christ, saves us from eternal _____________ in hell!  The Hebrew people celebrated the Passover feast to remember their deliverance from bondage and death in Egypt.  Today God's people celebrate the_____________ to remember their deliverance from the bondage of ________and eternal _____________ in in hell.  That's why the Lord's Supper is so special!

iv) When God's people observe this special sacrament, He pours out His grace upon them.  There is nothing magic in the bread or wine that accomplishes this, nor does the bread or wine change into Christ's body or blood.

The grace comes from God in a personal relationship of the believer with Jesus Christ.  Read John 6:48-58.  Here Jesus says, "I am the ____________ of _____________ ".  He says "he who eats My _____________ and drinks My _____________ has eternal life."  This is not to be taken literally, for Jesus was a man and not bread.  The bread in the sacrament does not change into flesh and the cup does not change into blood!  Jesus is speaking of “eating and drinking" in terms of having Jesus as the center of your life and depending on him.  The elements of bread and the cup in the Lord’s Supper represent the body and blood of Jesus.  Just as you take food and drink into your body to live physically, you take Jesus into your heart to live spiritually.  This happens by faith through the Holy Spirit’s work in the life of a Christian.

2) Personal Reflection:  Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-30 and think about how you would prepare your heart be for taking the Lord’s Supper:

· Are you a Christian (believe Jesus to be your Lord and Savior)?

· Confess your sins.

· Ask forgiveness of people you have wronged.

· Forgive people who have wronged you.

· As God strengthens you, live in a godly way.

3) Additional Resources:

· The Westminster Confession of Faith - Chapter 27-29

· Why Do We Baptize Infants?, Bryan Chapell

· Infant Baptism: What Christian Parents Should Know, John P. Sartelle

� This manual is adapted by TE Allen Taha (Trinity PCA, Boerne) and RE Keith Howard (Faith PCA, San Antonio), with permission from Bobby Scott at Perimeter Church (PCA), Duluth, Georgia.


�To Access the Westminster Confession of Faith online visit http://www.reformed.org/documents/ 
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